






JPRS-NEA-94-04 1 
5 August 1994 





FOREIGN 
Broapcast 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 











PRS Report— 





Near East & 
South Asia 











This report contains information which is or may be copyrighted in a 
number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or further dissemination of 
the report is expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of 
the copyright owner(s). 




















Near East & South Asia 








JPRS-NEA-94-941 CONTENTS 5 August 1994 


NEAR EAST 





PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


Hamas Political Chief on Strategy /London FILASTIN AL-MUSLIMAH Jun] coccccccccccccccccecceceecceees 
Three Options Facing Hamas /London FILASTIN AL-MUSLIMAH Jun] coccccccccccceccccceecsescsseseeeeeeess 3 
ALGERIA 
Poland Said Transit Point, Land of Exile /LIBERTE 7 Jun] coccccccccccccccccccccccssesseesssesseecesssevseessseeeees 6 
Increase of ‘Terrorism’ in Kabylie Detailed /LIBERTE 7 Jun] ciccccccccccccccccccccccccsecessesecesssesersseeees aur 
Sentences for Members of Tizi-Ouzou Group Reported /EL WATAN 7 Jun]. ............ sigsneanseosonsenis 9 
Members of Birkhadem Group Sentenced /LIBERTE 2 Jun] coccccccccccccccccccscceccccsesesseeccsseeesenseeesseseeees 9 
Rising Tension in Algeria Noted, Solutions Considered /Tehran SALAM 7 Jul] coccccccccccccccccceececeees 9 
EGYPT 
Relations With Tran Reviewed o.........ccccccccecsessccccecececeececeusuescsssseeeeesccsssstecessascesssuecessseeceececesesuececeeeeens 10 
Iranian Statements Welcomed /London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 9 JUN] cocccccccccccccccceccecseeeeeees 10 
Diplomatic Contacts Considered /London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 19 Jun] c..cccccccccccccceesseees 1] 
Status of Relationship Analyzed /(UKTUBAR 26 Jun] coccccccccccccccccccccccssccsseecssccsseeceeesseecseeeeeceens 11 
ISRAEL 
King Husayn’s Goals in Peace Talks Analyzed /HATZOFE 12 Jul] cocccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccescecesteeeeens 15 
Integration of Hamas Into Peace Process Discussed /HA’ARETZ 15 Jul) cocccccccccccccccccccccccceeseseeeees 17 
Commentary Disputes Strength of PLO Finances /YEDI'OT AHARONOT 3 Jul) oo.ccccccccccccceecee. 19 
Investigation of REFA’EL Financial Loss Requested /YEDI'OT AHARONOT 7 Jul] ......c0..00000000:. 20 
Tadiran Wins $10-Million Warsaw Contract /YEDI'OT AHARONOT 4 Jul] coccccccccccccccccecceeccceeeeees 20 
Fogel Commission Document on Land Appropriation /’AL HAMISHMAR 8 Jul] oocccccccccccceceeee. 21 
Air Force Graduates Include Religious Settlers /YEDI'OT AHARONOT 30 Jun] ....cccccccccccccccececs. 28 
QATAR 
Foreign Minister on Arab-Israeli Talks /AL-SHARQ 19 Jul] coccccccccccccccccccccccccssseseceesseceesessecsseeeeeeeess 29 
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
Al-Ahmar Blames YSP Militia for Events in South /London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 13 Jul] ....... 33 
SOUTH ASIA 
INDIA 
U.S. Seen Unsuited as World Leader oo... ccccccccccecceecssssesssseecceseeeeccseeeeeceseeetsccesseeceseeeeeeeeeteceneeeeeeaaeas 35 
Too Arrogant /PUNJAB KESART 20 Jun] occ ccccccccccceseseeesseceeseeeneceseeeaeeteeceieeeeeesneceeenteeens 35 
Too Ignorant [PUNJAB KESARI 2 Jul] .......ccccccsssccccssssssssssscssccssscsscsssssscsssesssssssescsesssessseesssssnees 36 
Pakistani Resolution on Kashmir Scored /7THE STATESMAN 30 Jun] coccccccccccccccccccccssseesceteceeeeceeees 37 
Paper Reports Cooperation, Relations With Chima o......... cc ccccccccecccesseccesseeeeeecsseeeseeceeeeeseeeeeeeceeeeeees 37 
PRC Minister Addresses Industrialists /777E TIMES OF INDIA 18 Jun] .......0ccccccccccceeeeeeees 37 
Steel Sector Ties /THE TIMES OF INDIA 18 JUn] cocccccccccccccccccccccccccseccseceseseesseeeceeseeeeeeeeeseens 38 
Oil Technology Tie-Up /THE TIMES OF INDIA 2 Jul] cocccccccccccccccccccccccsesscceeessceeesetesseeeeeeees: 38 
Pact Signing Anniversary /77/E TIMES OF INDIA 28 JUn] cocccccccccccccccccctecceceeeteeeseenteeeeeeens 39 


Work on Kashmir Power Project Resumed With France /7HE STATESMAN 30 Jun] o.......0.0000. 40 





JPRS-NEA-94-041 


5 August 1994 2 
Russia Agrees To Sell Advanced SU-30 Fighters /DINAMANI 23 Jun] coccccccccccccccccccccseeees ete 40) 
Papers Report, Comment On Rao MOSscow VISIt  .......ccccccecccccccccceeeeeeeeesersseeeeeeuseeeeeeeususeueeseeusaeeeeenenneess 4] 
Content of Talks, Press Briefing /THTE HINDU T Jul) ccccccccccccccccccccccccccceccessseecesseeeeseeeeeeeens 4] 
More on Talks, Banquet /771E HINDU 2 Jul] coccccccccccccccccccccccccseccccsecececessseeeeseeeetssenseeseeeeenes 42 
Yarov Interviewed /THE HINDU 2 Jul] ....ccscccccssssccsssssssccescsessssscccsssscescecessccessesesconsesssssesseesenes 43 
Declaration Text /THE HINDU 1] Jul] cocccccccccccccccccccccccccccccssessecsececseeeeeccseeseeesessseeesseecseeeeeseevee: 43 
Defense Protocol Signed /THE HINDU 1 Jul] ciccccccccccccccccccccscsscccssceccecssseeeecsseeeesseeseeseneneeeens 46 
Russian Media Reaction /THE HINDU 1 Jul] cocccccccccccccccccccccscssccssecceccvssseeeeeesseeecsaeeeseeessseeeeens 47 
Rao Press Conference [THE HINDU 3 Jul] ccccccccccccccccccccccccsscsecssessececssseeeee saeeecseseaeeeseeesaeeseneaes 47 
Analyst's Assessment /THE HINDU 2 Jul] coccccccccccccccccccccccsssssscessescesseeceeeeseseeccsaeeceseeeaeeseeeeenes 49 
Contrast With U.S. Trip (THE HINDU 1 Jul] wiceeeecccccssscccstssscsssncececsseccccssesssecesssessneceseneececens 49 
Police Director Claims Peace Restored in Punjab /7H/E TIMES OF INDIA 25 Jun] co.cc. 50 
Magazine Interviews Space Research Leaders ................ccccccceseseeecsssecesseeeecceeeeeceeseeuessuaeseceeeeetteseueeenees 5] 
Mission Plans, Cryogenic Engines /7THE 1IMES Or INDIA 18 JUN] ccc ccccctccceetteeeteees 51 
Manpower Utilization, Other Details /7//E SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA 26 Jun] oc... 52 
IRAN 
Call For Restoration of Relations With U.S. Condemned /KEYHAN 11 Jun] ciccccccccccccccceeeees 52 
Parallel Drawn Between Mashhad, Hebron Massacres /KEYHAN 21 JUn] ciccecccccccccccsceteeteeeeeenee 54 
Regime’s Bankrupting Policies of Textile Industry /Stockholm NAMEH-YE MARDOM 21] Jun]... 55 
PAKISTAN 
Hamid Gul Discusses Afghanistan /Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA’ 12 Jul] coccccccccccccccccccccessscesseeseceseeceesees $7 


Nawaz Sharif Discusses Political Future /London AL-HAYAH 25 Jul] coccccccccccccccccccccceesseesseetteeeeeeee 

















JPRS-NEA-94-041 
5 August 1994 


PAL STINIAN AFFAIRS 


Hamas Political Chief on Strategy 
Y4AA009S5A London FILASTIN AL-MUSLIMAH 
in Arabic Jun 94 pp 16-17 


(Interview with Dr Musa Abu-Marzuq, head of Hamas 
(Islamic Resistance Movement) Political Bureau, by 
Yasir al-Za‘atirah; place and date not given: “Military 
Action Is Firm Strategy, Change Is in Tools and Tim- 
ing’-—first two paragraphs are FILASTIN AL- 
MUSLIMAH introduction] 


[Text] Because the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) has come to be the focus of everyone’s eyes and 
ears, has become the guardian and standard-bearer of the 
spirit of resistance in this region, and has the most 
important presence in the field of the Palestinian 
cause-—for all these reasons we must talk from time to 
time with one of its leaders to clarify the movement's 
positions and view of the present and future. 


Dr. Musa Abu-Marzug heads the movement’s political 
bureau. He is a man who has occupied the information 
media and political circles with some of his statements, 
which is why we had to talk to him about the uproar 
and its circumstances and about a variety of new 
developments. 


[Al-Za’atirah] Great controversy erupted recently about 
your statements about a new political program. Some 
saw in it a retreat by Hamas from its old theses of lifting 
the occupation fully and having nothing to do with 
partial solutions to the problem. What 1s the truth? Is 
there anything new 1n Hamas’ positions in this context? 


{Abu-Marzuq] There 1s nothing new to the movement’s 
program. We demand and are working for removal of the 
occupation from our land—all our land. The political 
view that has been proposed does not deal with the 
movement's comprehensive vision, which is based on 
the fact that Palestine, from the [Mediterranean] Sea to 
the [Jordan] River is Palestinian land that must be 
liberated. Responsibiiity for its liberation belongs to the 
Islamic community, especially the people of Palestine. 
We in the movement will work to realize these goals 
whatever the circumstances and conditions. However, as 
part of the Palestinian people, which has not chosen its 
leadership——there are claimants to leadership who have 
signed recognition of the enemy’s state in the name of 
this leadership—it has been necessary to raise the issue 
with the Palestinian people, so that the leadership can be 
chosen at an appropriate time when there 1s no occupa- 
tion and no settlements planted in the heart of the 
Palestinian people, and when the world can observe—a 
world that wants democracy for its children but deprives 
the Palestinian people of it. When the Palestinian people 
choose the movement as their representative, the move- 
ment’s program, of which we have spoken, will be the 
program of their elected leadership. If the Palestinian 
people choose someone else, we will maintain the 
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unchanging principles of our program and work to 
realize it. We will continue persuading the Palestinian 
people of the soundness and correctness of our view, 
until our program becomes the program of the Pales- 
tinian people. Thus we shall form the true beginning for 
a people which has suffered and continues to suffer for 
the sake of its return and the regaining of its most sacred 
possessions, especially Jerusalem. 


Coordination With Fatah 


[Al-Za atirah] Many reports have appeared about a 
series of meetings abroad and at home between you 
and Fatah to arrange a relationship on the eve of tie 
beginning of implementation of self-rule. What are the 
facts about these meetings and the results to which they 
have led? 


{[Abu-Marzuq] Yes, there have been meetings between 
our movement's military wing, the ‘Izz-al-Din al- 
Qassam Brigades, and Fatah’s military wing, the Fatah 
Falcons. These meetings led to a field agreement to 
prevent friction between the two sides and create a kind 
of understanding on the basis of maintaining national 
unity and sparing our people the woes of civil war. On 
the overseas level, no meeting of this sort has taken 
place. The aim of all the rumors 1s to give the impression 
that Hamas 1s about to divide the meager authort.y over 
Gaza and Jericho with the Oslo-Cairo team; which 
proves that these rumors were instigated by that team. 


Ten Factions 


[Al-Za’atirah] Some organizations in the 10 factions, 
particularly the Popular Democratic Front, have criti- 
cized Hamas’ method of operation and its political 
moves. What do you say about this? What has become of 
the 10 factions formula in light of recent meetings on the 
eve of the signing of the ‘Arafat-Rabin agreem at in 
Cairo? 


[Abu-Marzuq] We think that the picture has been clari- 
fied for these organizations regarding the initiative the 
movement has proposed, for we explained its reasons, 
dimensions, and real nature in the recent meeting of the 
alliance of Palestinian forces. These forces then 
expressed their satisfaction and understanding of the real 
nature of this initiative and that it contains no new 
position by the movement. We reprimand these forces 
for not taking any position, not even issuing a statement 
of support for the movement after the vicious attack by 
the Zionist entity to which it has been exposed and still 
is exposed. The recent meeting of these forces included a 
discussion of ways to oppose the Gaza-Jericho agree- 
ment. There was agreement on a series of effective 
political and informational measures. The importance of 
maintaining national unity and of following peaceful 
means in opposing this agreement was stressed. The 
meeting also discussed the suffering of our people in the 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon. A meeting of the alli- 
ance’s secretariat was dedicated to this subject, at which 
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it was agreed to follow up the subject and move with 
Syria and Lebanon to mitigate the effects of the tral to 
which our people have been exposed in Lebanon. 


Relations \\ith the Authority 


(Al-Za’atirah] What 1s your point of view regarding the 
recent Cairo agreement? How will you deal with it now 
that 11 has become a fait accompli? How do you see 
future relations with the Palestinian authority? 


[Abu-Marzuq] The only one who gained from the Cairo 
agreement was the Zionist entity. The Palestinian 
authority obtained a self-rule whose will 1s deformed and 
whose hands are fettered. There 1s no judicial authority, 
no legislative authority, and not even an independent 
executive authority. The Palestinian police will operate 
under the command and directives of the occupation 
without its own will or desire. The Palestinian economy 
will be fettered and subordinate to the Ziouist economy. 
All this will take place under the so-called bilateral joint 
coordination committees. 


We think that such an agreement does not fulfill 
minimal Palestinian aspirations and makes the Pales- 
tinian authority a plaything in the hands of the Zion- 
ists. We therefore totally reject the agreement and 
refuse to participate in it. We will work with the 
dedicated members of our people to demonstrate tts 
defects and disadvantages by permissible means, 
focusing on maintaining our national unity and 
refusing to be drawn into a civil war. 


Furthermore, we will not participate with the Palestinian 
authority in any of its councils that rule under that 
agreement—neither in its appointed executive council 
nor in any of future elections to elect this council. 
However, we will participate in other institutions—trade 
union or service—to serve the members of our people 
and guard their interests. 


Continuation of Military Action 


[Al-Za’atirah] What about continued military action 
against the occupation and its figures? Will it continue 
according to the old formula, or will there be a new 
arrangement in this regard? 


[Abu-Marzuq] Military action 1s a fixed strategy that will 
not change. Its methods, tactics, tools, and timing 
depend on the interest to be realized and can change 
from time to time in order to inflict the greatest damage 
on the occupation. Our action will never be directed 
against anything but the occupation. 


Issue of Prisoners 


[Al-Za’atirah] How do you view the issue of prisoners 
and the exception of Hamas prisoners from release? 
What moves have you made tn this regard? 


[Abu-Marzuq] The Zionists used the issue of prisoners 
to extort concessions from the ‘Arafat leadership. We 


have made our position known firmly and forcefully 
that our prisoners will not sign any document con- 
taining a promise to cease Opposing the occupation of 
to support an agreement of shame and humiliation. We 
call on all imprisoned members of our people to refuse 
to sign this promise, because it means yielding to the 
Zionists’ conditions and confessing that our jihad 1s 
“terrorism and violence.” We condemn the position of 
the ‘Arafat leadership that agreed to this promise and 
made no move against hateful Zionist discrimination 
in releasing prisoners. 


This does not mean leaving our captives to be impris- 
oned and tortured. We shall have our special means to 
force the enemy to release them with honor and dignity 
We shall not forget any young man among them, whether 
his arrest was political or security-related. More impor- 
tant, we have not stopped the jihad. Martyrdom and 
victory, imprisonment and liberation will continue as 
long as the occupation continues. 


[Al-Za’atirah] What do you think about Rabin’s threats 
to Jordan regarding its harboring some Hamas figures? 
Does Yasir ‘Arafat have a connection with the issue? Do 
you expect to face a problem of location in the coming 
period like the other factions of the opposition? 


[Abu-Marzuq] The threats were a blatant Zion st 
attempt to export their crisis outside the occupied terri- 
tory. The attempt will do them no good, because the 
operations of our brigades stem in planning and execu- 
tion from inside the occupied territory. We have infor- 
mation that some leading figures of the “Arafat leader- 
ship were involved in the complaint to the Jordanian 
and American governments about our movement 
because of the drop in their popularity inside and outside 
the occupied territory. We are no longer surprised when 
these leaders do this and other things, now that they have 
sunk into the Zionist morass. As for the problem of 
location, we have never and shall never suffer from this 
problem, because the main body of our movement 1s 
inside the occupied territory. This on the one hand: on 
the other hand, who says that the Palestinian cause 1s 
limited to Palestinians? It is the cause of Muslims. 
Nothing will keep them from this cause, no matter how 
conditions change or circumstances alter. 


Authority, Elections 


{Al-Za’atirah] Many cast doubt on the democratic nature 
of the future Palestinian authority and on its intention to 
hold elections. What will your position on this question 
be if elections are held, or if they are held in abeyance on 
the pretext of its being an initial stage of construction? 


{[Abu-Marzuq] We are not involved in these elections 
from the outset because they do not derive from the 
legitimate Palestinian authority, but only from the 
Zionist occupation. We think that however much the 
Palestinian authority tries to beautify itself, it 1s an 
authority subordinate to the occupation by virtue of the 
agreement that created it. Our enemy wants it not to 
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depart from the framework laid out for it. The provisions 
of the agreement may make this evident. The authority 
will not allow opponents to show their hostility to the 
Zionist entity; it is even supposed to take legal measure: 
against opponents! 


As for us, we shall derive our legitimacy from our people 
and our special path. We will not lose contact with the 
Palestinian people. We shall be present in elections for 
trade unions and popular organizations, because these 
are not connected with self-rule. 


We stress here that we will not allow our role to be 
removed from the scene or our institutions to be 
touched. We will not allow our fighters to be prevented 
from carrying out their duties of resisting the occupation 
until its defeat. 


It is important to keep in mind a number of things, 
which I would summarize as follows: 


1. If the matter of the Palestinian people 1s important, 
why 1s the agreement not submitted to them in its 
entirety, so that they can pronounce on it? Why has 
its full text remained secret, known to only a handful 
of Palestinians? 


2. If elections become possible, why not leave to this 
people the choice of its representatives and leaders 
who can realize its interests and hopes, instead of 
claiming to represent the Palestinians. 


3. If the PLO represents the entire Palestinian people, 
where are the diaspora Palestinians, and what 1s 
planned for them? 


I would remind some people that the provisions and 
restrictions of the agreement concerning no external 
representation benefit the PLO in gathering voters from 
the West Bank and Gaza for the current National 
Council. 


[Al-Za’atirah] There are news leaks from time to time 
about overseas meetings by you on the Arab and foreign 
scene. What is the truth about these contacts, their 
future, and the goals they have realized and are realizing 
for the movement? 


[Abu-Marzuq] The movement continues to weave and 
strengthen its Arab, Islamic, and international relations. 
Its goal is to explain the Palestinian cause and its 
developments on national-Islamic principles, reveal the 
critical stage through which our cause 1s passing after the 
Oslo agreement, and find common denominators 
between our movement and Arab and other nations, 
parties, and organizations in its just struggle against 
occupation. We think there is response and under- 
standing on the part of many countries for the move- 
ment’s point of view, which flows from the convictions 
of our people. We believe that this is a goodly achieve- 
ment, given the hegemony of the Zionist-American alli- 
ance in the regional arena. 





NEAR EAST 3 


Role of Arab Popular Forces in the Conflict 


‘Al-Za’atirah] How do you assess the extent to which the 
Islamic and nationalist forces perceive the dangers the 
Cairo agreement poses for the situation in the area? Are 
there contacts to activate the role of these forces in 
opposing the Zionist project aiming at extension in the 
region? 


{Abu-Marzug] The problem ts not the extent of percep- 
lion, because perception—at least a minimum—1s 
present. But we think that the amount of action in terms 
of plans and programs to oppose the Zionist danger 1s 
beneath the required level and beneath our expectations. 
The coming period will witness an extension of the 
Zionist danger to our entire Arab region—a danger 
embodied in political, economic, cultural, and social 
normalization. This requires that plans and programs be 
prepared and that committees and popular organizations 
be formed to combat this coming danger. As for us. we 
are in constant contact with these forces and are working 
to coordinate with them to confront the next stage. 


Three Options Facing Hamas 


94AA009SB London FILASTIN AL-MUSLIMAH 
in Arabic Jun 94 pp 18-19 


[Article by Dr. Ahmad Yusuf: “The Islamists and the 
Post-Agreement Period’’] 


[Text] Washington—No one can deny that the past five 
years’ international and regional changes have weighted 
the equation of the Arab-Israeli conflict with realities in 
no way advantageous to the Arab side in general and the 
Palestinian side in particular. Because of the by-products 
of this new reality, the Arab region has bowed under the 
weight of debts, hostilities, and hatreds, rendering many 
constants and resolute no’s issues open to rediscussion 
and to replacement of the rejection formulas with yes. 


The arrows of defeat have created a state of “coloniza- 
tion acceptance,’ which has made yesterday's tabus and 
absolute prohibitions mere suspect things around which 
one can hover, with no harm in violating them and 
creating justifications when one falls into them. It was 
unavoidable that the disturbance to the balance of inter- 
national forces and the devastation to the Arab region in 
the wake of the second Gulf war, whose inevitable result 
was to entrench conditions of fragmentation, subservi- 
ence, and humiliation, should be followed by the col- 
lapse and breakdowns we see in Arabism’s walls and its 
national and religious fabric. As a result, the Zionists 
crossed the walls of enmity and the roadblocks of historic 
hatred, making the longest strides they could over the 
emaciated Palestinian body to the ultimate points of 
defeat on the Arab and Islamic scenes and realizing the 
ambitions of supremacy and corruption that belong to 
the coming Israeli age. The urgent question is why the 
Israeli gallop is now accelerating in the direction of 
settlement and solution with the PLO. Steps to reach a 
solution stalled several times since last September's 
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signing of the agreement on principles in Washington. 
There were dozens of meetings, intransigencies, and 
rejection of text interpretations and readings in the areas 
of sovereignty, security, and geography. Vacillation and 
delay continued in hope that the Palestinian scene would 
explode in side battles ina last Israeli attempt to ditch 
the agreement and win international support for Israel's 
positions and supposed “civilizing’” occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 


But the alertness of Palestinian forces in the occupied 
territories and their awareness of the dimensions of the 
Israeli plot prevented the occurrence of civil disorders 
and successfully avoided deadly battles between the 
Islamic current and the nationalist resistance factions 
Also. the high level of consciousness and sense of respon- 
sibility among field leaders inside [Palestine], made 
them respect their commitments and keep their promises 
to coordinate and “ban fighting.” This was the powerful 
card that the occupation was unable to overcome by 
creating breaches 1n it. The internal field leaders’ dect- 
sion to keep Palestinian hands clean and not defile them 
with each other's blood strengthened the resistance’s 
path and preserved the momentum of confrontation 
with Israeli militarism. This caused Israel to play its last 
predeparture card and wager that the explosion would 
occur. The grip of the police on the arms market relaxed, 
and they opened the door wide to turning Gaza into a 
powder keg. One spark would have been sufficient to 
light its fuse and cause an awesome conflagration in 


whose ashes the elements of existence and continuity of 


all the forces and currents of the popular resistance on 
the Palestinian scene would have become nonexistent. 
With the failure of Israeli attempts to get out of the Gaza 
“entanglement” and provoke a battle between Palestin- 
ians in the occupied territories, Hamas’ [Islamic Resis 
tance Movement] shares of Islamic gain rose on the other 
side of the conflict equation. The movement's com- 
mando operations deep inside Israel at Afula and Hadera 
scored great successes that evoked a mass response 
inside and outside the occupied homeland. 


As the voices rejecting the “fraudulent agreement” grew 
louder and the assets of the settlement current dwindled, 
and with fear that the Palestinian officialdom repre- 
sented by the PLO would collapse or totter because of the 
many disagreements and dissensions within its different 
wings, the Israeli and American sides met hastily to save 
the situation. The two moved quickly to sign the agree- 
ment with the PLO to rob Hamas of the opportunity to 
monopolize the Palestinian scene and thwart its efforts 
to mobilize the masses of the occupied territories to 
resist the occupation by jihad. 


The PLO’s Option of the Israeli Solution 


A cartoon in THE LOS ANGELES TIMES portrayed the 
anxiety surrounding ‘Arafat and Rabin as they race each 
other around the track, possessed by fear that the ‘‘fun- 
damentalists” will win the race and their joy at having 
realized the peace scenario depart. The cartoon needs 
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litthe commentary. It reflects the truth about the “Aratat- 
Rabin alliance and answers the question posed above 
Why now?—Because now the PLO will turn into an 
agency that operates under the cloak of Israeli authority 
as Edward Said said in his comments on the agreement 
that Yasir ‘Arafat signed in Catro 


The PLO hurned to sign the agreement because i 
realized that every passing day counted to the advantage 
of the current that rejects the agreement. It meant 
increased mobilization of the masses in support. of 
Hamas, capture of the leadership of direction by the 
militant current, and the weakening of katah’s opportu- 
nity to control the masses and make them swallow the 
program of settlement and coexistence with the occupa- 
tion. The PLO’s future options are to go along with the 
Israeli view of a solution, for Yasir “Arafat has no cards 
in his hand to play and impose conditions on the Israclis 
This being the case, the “self-rule kingdom” will con- 
tinue in a framework of subservience at Israel's mercy 
Who knows, given the shifts and turns of the next two 
years, who will head the government in Israel the 
agreement-rejyecting Likud or Labor that temporizes with 
its commitments? In either case, “Arafat will busy him- 
self with attempts to convince Palestinians in the self- 
rule areas that he represents “healing balm” for their 
wounds and that the “Singapore.” which his political 
adviser Dr. Nabil Sha ath kept touting in his tours to sell 
the agreement is not the “Somalia” that the agreement's 
opponents have predicted from the outset. 


‘Arafat and his movement face great challenges awaiting 
him in the areas—challenges that will demand that they 
build up institutions and professional and labor unions 
able to respond to the requirements of the new situation, 
with its need for enlisting all Palestinian energies, under 
standing the opposition’s appeal, trying to adapt to its 
aspirations, and avoiding as much as possible the flame 
of confrontation with it. Only in this way will “Arafat and 
his movement not find themselves needing Rabin’s 
protection and the Israel Defense Forces’ buttressing like 
Anton Lahd’s pocket in South Lebanon. If that happens, 
he will not be able to complete the settlement scenario, 
and the same stones as those of the first intifadah will 
stone him in its second round 


Hamas’ Options for the Coming Period 


Given the existing realities after the signing of the 
“Arafat-Rabin agreement, three options seem available 
to Hamas. Each naturally has its political consequences 
and its dangers to the courses of movement and alliance 
on which the movement bases itself. But the choice and 
preference will never forgo attempts to guide and bring 
together a religious view of the conflict and political 
initiatives for movement, so that the Palestinian scene 
does not lose its pulse that combats the occupation, and 
so that moves remain open to the movement on all 
options as agreements on the political settlement front 
develop or fail. If we try to review these options and 
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discuss their future consequences to the Islamic move- 
ment (Hamas), there are only the three following 
readings of their essence: 


Option |: Political Action 


It seems that if Hamas decides to join the PLO band- 
wagon and give political moves a chance to realize some 
gains in the self-rule area, this path will allow Hamas to 
participate in legislative and executive councils and will 
enable Hamas to preserve 1ts membership and institu- 
tions. However, the dangers of this pursuit of the path of 
settlement are that it will in return cause the movement 
to lose much of its popularity inside and outside the 
self-rule areas. especially on the West Bank. If one looks 
at statements by the movement's leaders inside and 
outside the occupied territories, this option finds no 
support or backing. Even the second-rank cadres and the 
‘I77-al-Din Brigades reject 1t, and these are a weight that 
cannot be ignored in decision makers’ calculations in 
Hamas and its decision making apparatus. 


Option 2: Resistance by Jihad 


There are three arenas in which Hamas can carry out its 
activity of resisting the occupation. They are the self-rule 
area, the West Bank except for Jericho, and the areas 
inside the Green Line. However, one cannot ignore 
predictions of dangers of a falling-out and possible 
confrontations with the self-rule authority. The severity 
of the confrontation with it will depend on Hamas’ 
ability to maintain the momentum of mass support for 
its program of jihad and the failure of the settlement 
policy to fulfill Palestinian aspirations for prosperity and 
liberation 


In the event of an Arab-Israeli peace. the jihad option 
will expose Hamas to pressures by regimes and attempts 
to reduce popular financial support for the movement 
and restrict the movements of some of its overseas 
leaders. However, this option will keep the spirit of jihad 
alive inthe Arab nation and at the same time will halt the 
scenario of Arab regimes sliding toward gratuitous rec- 
ognition of Israel. It will strengthen possibilities for 
resisting normalization and keeping the psychology of 
hostility to Israel strong in the Arab and Islamic nation. 
But the consequences and dangers of this option at the 
current stage are great, and its costs too great for the 
movement to bear and survive, particularly since 
America and many Arab countries are rushing after this 
settlement and want to impose it by force. Given these 
irresistible circumstances, the jihad option by itself will 
cause the movement to be targeted by all the region's 
official forces and will provoke the hostility of both the 
Palestinian and Israeli authorities against it. It does not 
appear that Hamas will place itself in this impasse, given 
the flexibility for which it 1s known. Also, the statements 
of its domestic leader Ahmad Yasin and Dr. Abu- 
Marzuq overseas are about not embarrassing the Pales- 
tinian authority or creating difficulties for 1t. This means 
there 1s an intention to avoid military operations tn the 
self-rule area. 
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Option 3: Resistance and Political Action 


In a study published by Dr. al-Jarbaw), a political science 
professor at Bir Zayt University, in the periodical AL- 
MUSTAQBAL AL-ARABI last February on: “The Posi- 
tion of the Palestinian Islamic Movements on the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli Agreement,” Dr. al-Jarbawi pointed out 
that because Hamas ts a major political movement in the 
Palestinian arena with many considerations and diverse 
activities, its outlook could be considered broader and 
more pragmatic. This would cause the movement to 
maintain maneuvering space and would give it 
numerous options for future dealing. 


The movement's new political program, some points of 
which the newspaper AL-HAYAH published on | Jan- 
uary 1991, describing them as “more flexible and realis- 
tic’’ than Hamas’ previous program, contains political 
movement, a call for elections, and demands for 
improving the negotiating circumstances. However. the 
program and statements emanating from the move- 
ment’s leaders also contain a commitment to maintain 
the course of jihad as long as the occupation of Pales- 
tinian land continues. However, the areas for jihad 
activity undoubtedly will be inside the Green Line and in 
the occupied areas of the West Bank. The amount of 
resistance to the occupation will depend on the extent to 
which Israel abides, its readiness to withdraw from the 
areas, and iis seriousness about stopping settlement 
activity and dismantling settlements from the occupied 
areas. 


Some politicians think that this option may lead, albeit 
in 30 years, to Israel’s succumbing to conditions like 
those that occurred in South Africa, and that Israel may 
finally admit that it is an extraneous minority seeking an 
assurance of protection in the shadow of Arab-Islamic 
sovereignty. 


The “resistance and political action option” will cause 
Hamas to maintain its popularity in the occupied terri- 
tories. It will tend to gain Islamic support and sympathy 
for the movement. It will protect the movement from 
any attempts to attack its leaders at home or abroad. In 
the long run it will lead to the movement's forcing 
everyone, including the self-rule authority and the other 
factions of the Palestinian opposition overseas. to 
respect it. The continuity of resistance will make it 
difficult for Israel to enter the Palestinian gate and 
normalize its relations easily with Arab-Islamic coun- 
tries. If the resistance’s blows succeed, the age of Israeli 
hegemony will be unexpectedly delayed again. But if 
Hamas fails to continue the course of resisting the 
occupation by jihad, “‘self-rule’’ will be the real prelude 
to normalization—the moment of heedlessness when 
Israel will record the beginnings of its age of hegemony 
and realize the prophecies of Shimon Peres about a new 
Middle East. 
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Poland Said Transit Point, Land of Exile 
94AF0227C Algiers LIBERTE in French 7 Jun 94 p 2 


[Article by A. Hayane: *“El Harrag’: Between Black 
Marketeering and Political Activism”; first paragraph 1s 
LIBERTE introduction] 


[Text] Paris—We will call him Ahmed. He drives a taxi 
and lives in a small town on the High Plateaus at the 
gateway to the South—in Ain Ouessara, to be exact. He 
could have gone into some other line of work such as 
selling cassettes or being a fruit and vegetable merchant, 
provided that it did not tie him down, enabled him to be ia 
business for himself, and, above all, let him benefit from 
the granting of visas by the embassies. Being in the Trade 
Register has its obligations. 


Ahmed 1s barely in his 40's, but he 1s what one could call 
an old hand at rural life. With his old jalopy. he has been 
providing taxi service between Ain Ouessara and the 
small villages that are almost enclaves and surround 
what used to be the future “city of science.” He knows 
practically everybody, and everybody knows him. He 1s 
respected, and people trust him. Because Ahmed, besides 
driving a taxi in “civilian life.” also engages in another 
activity that 1s considerably more lucrative 


He is “El Harrag”’: the smuggler. The man through whom 
anc thanks to whom certain parallel black marketing or 
illegal immigration activities are possible for the young 
and not so young. He 1s the indispensable drive belt: the 
almost compulsory contact for all those wishing to make 
the big departure. And they are numerous 


Over the past 15 years, Ahmed has traveled a great deal 
and “escorted” dozens of people to Europe and brought 
back an equal number of suitcases crammed with trin- 
kets for sale on the black market. Until the end of the 
1980's. the preferred destinations were France, Spain, 
and Italy. The introduction of visa requirements for 
those countries and the difficulty of obtaining the 
required visa caused people to choose other host coun- 
tries. But only for those reasons. 


Era of Merchant-Couriers 


Besides the international situation, the political events 
following one another in Algeria at a frightening rate 
since 1988. including in particular the emergence of the 
Islamic movement as a political entity and the appear- 
ance of fundamentalist terrorism, were to alter Ahmed’s 
“work” to some degree. The taxi drive from Ain Oues- 
sara has added to his role as “El Harrag.”” Now he 1s an 
important player on the chessboard constituted by the 
networks of the former FIS [Islamic Salvation Front]. 
We are back to that confounded “‘trust’’—ouled el-bled. 
It 1s not a very serious matter in the opinion of a man 
who 1n no way considers himself involved in the Islamic 
party's drift into terrorism. “I’m just the couner,”” he 
explains. 
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Poland, Land of Asylum and Iransit Point 


It is he who carnes the special mail intended for the 
dissolved FIS’ networks operating in Europe. “I don't 
know what is written in that mail or what instructions 
are given in it,” he told us. as though to exonerate 
himself somewhat. “I am simply providing a service for 
people who have been my customers for years.” he 
added, then lowered his voice a little to say: “Besides, | 
can't refuse without causing trouble for myself. 


What he did not admit until later, however, was that he 
also helps young members of the former FIS swell the 
ranks of those already living in Germany or Poland. for 
example 


But how 1s Ahmed’s “black marketing” carried out. what 
is his role in that apparently very smooth-running 
system, and how do members of the former Islamic parts 
get to Central Europe? 


To explain all (iat and. above all, to understand how the 
networks of the former FIS have developed so well and 
become so efficient, one needs to realize that the entire 
system 15 grafted onto the same tentacles and same 
ramifications as “classic” black marketing. Ahmed and 
those like him were not caught unprepared and did not 
invent anything new 


Like all merchants, Ahmed 1s able to obtain long-term 
visas (usually for one year) from the European embassies 
without too many problems. 


For some time now, Germany has required that in 
addition to being listed in the Trade Register. a mer- 
chant must provide the number of a hefty bank account 
in Germany and be in possession of a lodging certificate 
Ahmed and the others have no problems as far as the 
money requirement is concerned—they have long had 
bank accounts in that country. As far as the certificate 1s 
concerned, there are no problems in that respect either. 
since several dozen German marks [DM] are enough to 
get one issued by a Tunisian living in Germany 


The tax: driver—who sometimes visits Germanic lands 
twice a week—arrives in Frankfurt first and then begins 
a tour of the country’s main cities, his mission being to 
collect the “parcels’—meaning the suitcases and espe- 
cially the money entrusted to him by the guys from the 
villages, whom he knows so well. 


With complete confidence, they hand astronomical sums 
and sizable quantities of goods over to him to be 
“escorted” to Algeria. Letters and small special parcels 
handed over by anonymous individuals are also taken 
along on the return trip. The latter are intended for the 
networks of the dissolved FIS in Algeria. “I don’t know 
the people who give them to me—they are almost never 
the same people twice—or the people who receive them 
at home, because I usually deposit them in makeshift 
mailboxes or in secret places indicated to me in 
advance,” Ahmed told us. 
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Ahmed does not do any of this for the “sake of the 
cause. and he does not pretend to. He does 1t mainly for 
hard «ash And our friend charges a lot. No less than 
DMIO0 per suitcase. and another DM100 to bring 
[IDM 10.000 to the village back home. But he would not 
tell us what he charges for the letters and special parcels 


As we explained earlier, the taxi driver from Ain Ques- 
Sara also arranges trips for voluntary immigrants In that 
case, according to what Ahmed told us, Poland seems to 
have become a “favorite” country as the first destina- 
tlon. At any rate. it has become Ahmed’s specialty. It 1s 
the least troublesome and the most lucrative 


Links Between Russian Mafia, GIA 


As the first step. Ahmed rents (') foreign exchange to the 
candidates: 5.000 or 8.000 French francs for exactly the 
same amount of dinars [DA] (that 1s, DAS,000 or 
DAS&.000. He selects about a dozen candidates—usually 
idle individuals who have no future in Algeria and who 
want either to try their luck in Europe or, on the 
contrary. to join the networks of the dissolved FIS—and 
directs them to the Polish Embassy in Algiers. There. 
and still according to our smuggler. it seems that a 
“contact” facilitates the issuing of visas in exchange for 
cash. Once in Warsaw. Ahmed, who takes the same plane 
as the “immigrants.” collects his foreign exchange at the 
airport and returns to Algeria the next day 


Take a moment to figure out what he earns in 24 hours. 
less the price of his ticket’ 


And what happens to the young men who have just 
landed in Europe? “They immediately head for the 
(German border. even though the Polish police systemat- 
ically confiscate all airline tickets when they arrive to 
ensure their forced return to their original countries,” 
Ahmed explains 


But before heading for the German border. young Alge- 
rians first visit the two or three Algerian-owned cafes in 
Warsaw or the establishments run by members of the 
Arab community living 1n Poland. The latter are Leba- 
nese nationals. who incidentally—and in return for a 
substantial fee—get those Algerians across the German- 
Polish border illegally. 


(jn the other hand. some of the young men in question. 
knowing very well what needs to be done, go directly to 
the address of the fundamentalist publication EL 
A NSAR. the organ of the GIA [Armed Islamic Group] in 
Europe 


That office. which also serves as a mailbox, 1s said to be 
the Algerian Islamic network's arms purchasing center 
for all of Central Europe. The breakup of the Soviet 
{!nion and. more generally. of the entire former Eastern 
bloc has resulted in the emergence of a tremendous trade 
in weaponry “made in the USSR” and sold at absolutely 
unbeatable prices 
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That trade, when not carried on by the states themseives 
1S uSually tolerated because it 1s a not insignificant source 
of foreign exchange for countries whose economies arc 
on the verge of bankruptcy as a result of decades of 
socialist management. The Russian mafia. currently the 
most powerful in the world. handles a good share of 
those transactions and apparently has very important 
ties with the GIA’s representatives in Poland—a 
relationship that 1s far from unnatural 


Footnote 


1. There is another magazine in the Islamic sphere of 
influence: EL TABSIRA, which 1s closer to the MIA 
[Armed Islamic Movement] or the HDI [Haraket 
addawla al islamiya]. Published in London. it appar- 
ently has a very good distribution network in Europe 


In Germany, the magazine 1s duplicated by a Syrian 
printer who 1s a fundamentalist militant. Generousls 
financed with funds from the Gulf States, EL T AB- 
SIRA is reportedly preparing to launch a campaign on 
behalf of—are you ready?—human rights in Algeria’ 


Increase of ‘Terrorism’ in Kabylie Detailed 
94AF0227B Algiers LIBERTE in French 7 Jun 94 p 2 


[Article by Ahcene Tahraou:: “Terrorism in Kabylie — 
first paragraph is LIBERTE introduction] 


[Text] Like a good many other regions, Kabylie has heen 
targeted hy terrorism. There have heen raids in several 
villages, holdups, assassinations, and acts of sabotage 


It 1s true that things are still a long way from equaling the 
tragedy raging in other high-risk localities. But. being 
profoundly hostile to “imported” ideologies, the region 
has resisted all kinds of fundamentalism throughout its 
history. In the municipal elections, only two communes 
“fell” into the hands of the former FIS [Islamic Salvation 
Front]. True Islam is something the Kabyles embraced 
centuries ago. They are not interested in the rest of it. 


A haven of peace. you say? 


Kabylie is not easy to get to. and some people have called 
ita haven of peace or “Switzerland,” but it has now been 
integrated into the plan of destabilization and terror 
being promoted by the terrorists. It 1s true that observers 
are unanimous In saying that Kabylie 1s a long way from 
the nightmarish terror raging in certain regions of the 
country. But they acknowledge that the “invaders” def- 
initely have it in their sights. A simple glance at the 
region's geography and the attacks that have taken place 
are perfect evidence of that reality 


The fact 1s that movements by terrorist groups have been 
noted regularly in the Sidi-Naamane Forest a few kilo- 
meters from Draa Ben Khedda and in Mizrana in the 
Tigzirt area. But most terrorist activity in the gover- 
norate has been concentrated in the rectangle formed by 
Tadmait, Draa Ben Khedda. Kadiria, and Sidi Naa- 
mane. Other, less important centers of activity have been 
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noted in the eastern part of the governorate on the road 
between Bouzeguene and Tamgout and as far as Cap 
Sigli. which some observers say 1s a hideout for terrorists 
because of the region’s favorable characteristics: suitable 
terrain, sparse population. and so on 


Having been pushed out of their traditional strongholds 
in Algezois and Mitidja, the terrorist groups chose to take 
a vacation in the Djurdjura Mass.f. 


Some time ago. the Sidi Al: Bounab forest between 
Tadmait and Naciria became one of several terrorist 
fallback zones. A military operation was conducted there 
in early September 1993 by the special forces of the ANP 
{People’s National Army]. Although no specific informa- 
tion on the subject was forthcoming from the military at 
the time, that second operation, following one in July. 
reportedly made it possible to track down an entire 
commando group of terrorists, including the “Khomeyn: 
of Boumerdes,” that was based in that difficult-to-reach 
region 


The scrublands in question are said to have constituted 
real bases from which National Gendarmerie convoys 
were ambushed and numerous villagers in the region 
were robbed of their hunting weapons. 


Iwo terrorist operations took place in the space of only 
four days in June of last year. After the attack on the 
offices of the Directorate of National Security in the 
Tigzirt Administrative District, which resulted in one 
dead and three wounded among the policemen on duty. 
a terrorist group set up an ambush near the village of Ait 
Yahia Moussa, about 20 km from Tiz1-Ouzou. and 
attacked a convoy consisting of a bus carrying 2! pris- 
oners with an escort of National Gendarmerie vehicles 
The prisoners were being transferred from Draa El- 
Mizan to Draa Ben Khedda. A few months later. it was 
the turn of the police station in Ain El Hammam to 
receive an unexpected visit from a terrorist group. One 
policeman was killed. 


Last fall. a teacher at T1z1-Ouzou University was killed in 
front of his students. He was the first civilian victim 


In addition to the murders, many villages have been 
“cleaned out” by terrorist groups. More than |5 opera- 
tions have been conducted against remote villages, with 
terror and threats being used to take the villagers’ 
shotguns. Certain localities are vulnerable because of 
their isolation. In Bejata, two small villages—Ait 
Mahiout and Ait Achour in the Sidi Aich Administrative 
District—were purely and simply taken hostage by about 
100 armed individuals several months ago. 


According to statements by the villagers, the terrorists 
first encircled the two localities and then. in groups of 
six, set about searching every house looking for weapons 
Apparently well informed by local accomplices, since 
they carried a detailed list of the people owning shot- 
guns, the terrorists conducted a genuine raid. 
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It is pointed out that that attack took place less than tw 
weeks after a similar attack on the village of Tirourda 


near Ain El-Hammam. Abou 
paratroopers. armed to the teeth. and carrying walkie- 
talkies burst into the village at nightfall and took son 

its residents hostage 


With their faces uncovered. the eve 
residents of their identification papers. but also of their 
much loved shotguns (18 tn ali). that being the main 
objective of the attack. Their infamous act completed 
the terrorists crammed the villagers (about 100) in 
village cafe 


terrarict< re 
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Elsewhere. the BDL [Bank for Local Development] 
branches in M’doukha and Azazga were held up. Also 
remembered are the attack on the Pont de Bougie 
discotheque and bar. the repeated attacks on motorists 
on the road between Tigzirt and Azeffoun. the burglaries 
at the CASSAP [agricultural supply cooperative] ottice 
in Draa Ben Khedda and several post offices. and other 
raids carried out in several villages 


Just recently. the CEM [college of intermediate studies] 
in Zeboudj-Kara in the commune of Sidi Naamane 
(Draa Ben Khedda Administrative District) was the 


target of arson by a gang of terrorists. The flames 
destroved two laborator: ee Classrooms. the school 
Storeroom, and the entire administrative block 

The extent of the material damage done by the fire— 


reportedly about 600 mullion centimes worth—means 
that teaching activity cannot continue. The result 1s that 
350 students are still waiting for another school. We 
should point out that that commune 1s one of the 
fundamentalist strongholds in the T171-Ouzou Gover- 
Not far from there on Thursday 26 May 1994 


noratse 
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while a patrol was making !ts way through the village of 
Ighi! A7zzouguene in the commune of Draa Ben Khedda. 
police shot a terrorist to death and recovered a Tukarev 


automatic pistol with 16 cartridges 


Resistance 


For their part. the residents. becoming more and more 
aware of the danger and worried by it. have been only too 
willing to react, and village committees have been 
formed. 


For its part, the Rally for Culture and Democracy. while 
loudly condemning those attacks. has consistently called 
upon the public to remain calm and to mobilize to defeat 
the attempts to drag our peaceable governorate into 
violence. Said Sadi's party has gone so far as to suggest to 
the village and neighborhood committees that they retn- 
troduce the traditional vigilance committees 


At the same time. local marches denouncing fundamen- 
talism and terrorism have been held in Tigzirt. Azeffoun 
Ain El Hammam. and the administrative center of the 
governorate 
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and Hamic: Youcef. and two acquittals have been 
handed down tn the trial of the Birkhadem group 
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the bases of thought in Western civilization and on 
values such as human rights, freedom, democracy, and 
so on—of which the Westerners consider themselves the 
sole defenders and propagators—and has thus put them 
in a quandary. [passage omitted] 


li is interesting to note that some Western and Arab 
analysts refer to the Algerian combatant groups who 
have risen in “‘armed combat” against the illegal rulers as 
“fundamentalists” and “hardliners” and so on and they 
use the terms bandied in the Arab and Western media 
such as “anarchists” [preceding word in English] “vio- 
lent’ and so on and condemn them for wanting to “take 
over power by force.’ Their actions are condemned and 
thus a psychological aimosphere for supporting the 
coupist government of Algeria is created for crushing 
these groups. 


These analysts have failed to comprehend or are igno- 
rant of the fact that if the use of ‘force’ is wrong for 
attaining “power” then this applies first and foremost to 
the present rulers of Algeria and to most of the Arab 
countries that have taken over the government by force 
and without any “democratic process.” They consider 
the perpetration of all kinds of atrocities and repression 
legitimate for their regime. 


When the Algerian combatant Muslim groups had tried 
all democratic and peaceful means but in spite of all their 
fortitude and goodwill they only got imprisonment, 
torture, and repression, they were forced to defend 
themselves and take up arms. It was natural that the 
same experience was repeated in other Arab countries 
such as Egypt, Tunis, and so on. Thus, using such 
pretexts which primarily apply to the despotic rulers 
themselves cannot justify the repression by these regimes 
in confronting the Muslim combatants. The use of terms 
such as “hardliner” or “fundamentalist” does not yield 
resulis except to mislead public opinion and to compli- 
cate the issue. 


If these regimes and their Western supporters consider 
the use of “force” for the attainment of “power” objec- 
tionable, they should prove their adherence to the “dem- 
ocratic process” in governing their respective countries, 
and take the first step, “free elections.” It is obvious that 
if these regimes turn to democracy, all groups—Muslim 
and non-Muslim—that wish to use force to attain power 
will deserve to be suppressed and punished. 


It is one of the wonders of the world today that princi- 
pled Muslims want to “implement democracy” in their 
countries, but Western governments with their overt and 
covert support of their despot rulers have in practice 
impeded the implementation of democracy in most 
Islamic countries! At the same time, their propaganda 
loudspeakers have deafened the ears of the world with 
proclamations of their support for human rights! 


This is affirmed by any incidents that have occurred 
such as the interpretation of certain terms to conform to 
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Western interests and a dual standard toward interna- 
tional issues, Western racism, and their own lack of 
belief in the equality of human beings and so on. 
However, the important point is that Muslims are 
seeking to forge a new civilization which combines the 
valuable gains of the Western civilization which is the 
result of human experiences with all that conforms to 
Islamic culture. 


The fact is that the combatant Muslims in Islamic 
countries have exposed the use of democratic processes 
which are combated by governments affiliated with the 
West and have in practice brought Western civilization 
to an impasse because of its preoccupation with materi- 
alistic interests. Intelligent and perceptive leaders who 
benefit from the positive values of Western civilization 
and incorporate them into the Islamic movement are 
moving toward a new world which believes in the value 
of material progress in conjunction with ensuring spiri- 
tual, ethical, and moral needs. [passage omitted] 


How will the fate of Algeria be decided in the future? In 
the past few days, the Muslims have called repeatedly for 
the implementation of democracy and free elections. 
However, the coupist regime’s prime minister has ruled 
out all political activity and participation in the elections 
for the Islamic Salvation Front [FIS] and the unlawful 
rulers have once again displayed their refusal to adhere 
to the political and democratic means for resolving the 
crisis. 


It is obvious that when the rulers do not accept “the 
democratic process” for resolving the crisis, the Muslims 
will be forced to use the tactic of “armed combat.” Even 
though the politicians and the militarists ruling over 
Algeria have tried to stall for time in order to gain 
control over the present crisis, they do not have many 
alternatives before them. The only ones are a democratic 
process or armed war. If the Algerian echelons are wise 
they will choose the first, which will bring minimal 
losses. Otherwise, the second path will decide the future 
of Algeria with unforeseeable losses. 


EGYPT 
Relations With Iran Reviewed 


Iranian Statements Welcomed 


94LD0067A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
9 Jun 94 p4 


[Unattributed article: “Cairo Expresses Pleasure Over 
Tehran’s Positive Statements] 


[Text] Cairo—Cairo expressed its pleasure over the 
statements issued by Iranian leaders and officials on 
relations between Egypt and Iran and the trend toward 
improving them. Well-informed diplomatic sources con- 
firmed that Cairo had welcomed Tehran’s statements of 
the last few days and had described them as reflecting a 
positive shift toward opening a new page in relations. 
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Official Cairo sources said that although the statements 
are positive, Cairo hopes that the Iranian position will 
continue and that no retreat will occur as happened 
previously; for similar statements have been issued a 
number of times, only to be followed by the hard-liners’ 
succeeding in imposing their view, so that relations 
witnessed a roll-back and retreat. 


Arab diplomatic sources confirmed that Egypt views 
Iran as a great Islamic and regional state with interests in 
the region and hopes that Tehran’s rulers perceive and 
view Egypt as having the same standing, especially since 
it is in the interest of both nations to develop their 
relations to serve their joint interests. 


Diplomatic Contacts Considered 


941.D0067B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
19 Jun 94 p4 


[Unattributed article: “Egyptian-Iranian Meetings To 
Revitalize Relations’ 


[Text] Cairo—In a new development in the scenario of 
revitalizing Egyptian-Iranian relations, Cairo political 
circles hinted that coming weeks will witness further 
moves by intermediaries between Cairo and Tehran. 


These moves will aim to hasten the holding of new direct 
meetings between the two countries at diplomatic levels 
that will complete what took place during the Cairo 
meeting between Egyptian foreign minister "Amr Musa 
and Iranian foreign minister "Ali Akbar Velayati, who 
participated in meetings of the recent conference of 
foreign ministers of nonaligned nations. 


Awaiting the results of these consultations, these circles 
did not set the time or place for such meetings, hoping 
that tangible progress will be made on both sides. 


Predictions differed concerning whether this might take 
place through an exchange between the two capitals or in 
neutral capitals. The circies merely said that there were 
important indicators for being optimistic and positive 
about overcoming obstacles to the development of these 
relations. 


Sources indicated that the primary harbinger for this is 
the marked reduction in the intensity of charges 
exchanged concerning Iran’s special responsibility for 
rising terrorist activity in Egypt and for its funding, 
planning, or training. This calm, connected with expec- 
tation and preparing the atmosphere, has influenced the 
information media in both countries. 


Political circles point to statements that Cairo released 
in the wake of the Musa-Velayati meeting, saying that a 
return of normal relations with Iran was a matter of 
time. 


It appears, as diplomatic circles indicate, that operations 
to revitalize Egyptian-Iranian relations rest on a variety 
of bases of activity, especially agreement in viewpoint 
between the two countries on issues relating to Muslim 
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affairs, particularly Bosnia-Herzegovina. However, 
Egypt primarily wants Iran to recognize Egypt’s leading 
role in pan-Arab and regional security. 


Status of Relationship Analyzed 


94LD0067C Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic 
26 Jun 94 pp 16-17 


[Article by Asma’ Sayf: “Haykal Explores Egyptian- 
Iranian Relations With Usual Frankness”’} 


[Text] Cairo—When Haykal is introduced at any confer- 
ence on concerns of the Arab world, he is said to be a 
personality who needs no introduction. Indeed he needs 
no introduction. Proof of it was the crowding in the large 
amphitheater assigned for his lecture at Cairo Univer- 
sity’s Faculty of Economics and Political Science, where 
he spoke on Egyptian-Iranian relations. 


Hayke! said: Many of the great professors whom we have 
heard in the course of this conference on Arab-Iranian 
relations have spoken at length about the history and 
development of Arab-Iranian relations through the suc- 
cessive periods of the region’s history. What we have 
heard perhaps brings out a number of facts for us. First, 
we are in interlocking geographical and historical prox- 
imity to Iran, and the bonds of this proximity strength- 
ened as both we and Iran participated in the rich process 
of interaction that created what we call Islamic civiliza- 
tion. Furthermore, Egypt and Iran were the largest forces 
influencing the political, economic, and cultural struc- 
ture in the region’s relations and interactions. Persia, 
later Iran, overlooked the Fertile Crescent from Iraq, 
while Egypt was constantly present on the shore of this 
crescent in Syria. 


Another point to which some perhaps do not pay suffi- 
cient attention: the Shiite sect that Iran’s Safavid 
dynasty embraced in the 16th century was a stream that 
reached it from the remnants of Egypt’s Fatimid 
dynasty. The connecting link was the Shiite students 
from al-Azhar who emigrated to Lebanon’s ’Amil Moun- 
tains in Fatimid times. This may explain why [Egypt], 
while Sunni in sect, is emotionally Shiite—at least in the 
attachment her people show toward the members of the 
Prophet's family. 


At the beginning of this year, | asked President Rafsan- 
jani of Iran for a wish he wanted to fulfill; his immediate 
reply was, “to walk in the courtyard of al-Azhar some 
day.” 


Even in the state of semi-independence that modern 
Egypt enjoyed before World War II, there were those 
who realized the importance of contact with the East. 
Egypt’s Arab affiliation not having expressed itself 
clearly yet, a political school appeared in Egypt advo- 
cating reaching out to the East, and some of its leading 
figures called for establishing relations with Iran. Indeed, 
the political strategies soon supported themselves with 
royal marriages like those of Europe’s Habsburg, 
Romanoff, and Windsor families in the !oth and 19th 
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century. Princess Fawziyah, the sister of King Faruq, 
married the heir to the peacock throne, Mohamnad 
Reza Pahlavi. The royal marriage was not successful and 
ended in a divorce that soured relations between the two 
countries. 


In the early fifties, Egypt and Iran were joined by a great 
moment of struggle. Mosaddeq’s nationalization of 
Iran’s oil in 1951 was not far from Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir’s 
nationalization of the Suez Canal in 1956 in inspiration 
or in the lessons it taught. Mohammad Mosaddeq was as 
much a hero in Egypt as Jamal ’Abd-al-Nasir in Iran. 
That could have constituted a new beginning between 
the countries. Mosaddeg did not fall in Iran because of 
failure; he was made to fall because of an indirect—or 
perhaps direct—operation by the American Central 
Intelligence Agency in 1953. The nationalist revolution 
in Egypt, too, did not split apart because of failure; it 
split apart because of repeated heavy hammer blows in 
1967—blows that achieved their aims in 1974. The CIA 
was neither far from nor innocent of any of them. 


When Did Relations Go Bad? 


Relations between Egypt and Iran after this great 
moment returned to a state worse than they had been 
before it because Egyptian policy and Iranian policy 
followed a collision course. This was attributable to a 
number of definable reasons: 


¢ Iran’s 1955 entry into the West’s military alliances, 
and Egypt's rejection of these alliances; 

¢ the Shah’s recognition of the State of Israel during the 
1960 alliances battle with Egypt and his allowing 
Israel political and trade representation in Tehran; 
and 

¢ the Shah’s supplying Israel, in his complicity with the 
plots of the alliances, with oil in all its wars with the 
Arabs—1956, 1967, the 1967-70 war of attrition, and 
the October 1973 war. 


There was an upheaval afterward, and the Shah’s regime 
began to totter in Iran. Surprisingly, the momentum of 
the Egyptian revolution helped the revolution in Iran 
and inspired the revolutionaries. The episode of the 
Faydiyah School (Egypt was heavily involved in it 
because of its continued aid to the widows and orphans 
who were victims of the Mosaddeg revolution) was the 
spark of the Iranian revolution that glowed early and 
years later turned into the blaze that consumed the 
Shah’s entire regime. 


In 1979, while the Iranian revolution was in its decisive 
phases, Egypt stood opposing the revolution and siding 
with the Shah. This opposition was expressed in every 
possible way, including fatwas by Egyptian religious 
authorities urging the Iranian revolutionaries to con- 
tinue their obedience to the ruler and his government. 


I remember that during my meeting with him in Paris in 
December 1979, Ayatollah Khomeyni asked me with ° 
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bitterness he could not hide why some religious scholars 
in Egypt were issuing fatwas against the Islamic revolu- 
tion in Iran. 


He repeated the same question about a year later. This 
time I was meeting him in Qom after his victorious 
return to Iran. He repeated his question, Why?—and he 
added: 


¢ The Arabs complained about the Shah’s complicity 
with the plots of the West. Now Iran has emerged 
from these plots, and indeed 1s combating them. 

* They complained about Iran’s relations with Israel. 
These relations have now been broken: we have 
expelled the Israeli delegation from Tehran and have 
given its headquarters to the PLO. 

¢ They complained that Iran was supplying Israel with 
oil. That has now stopped completely. 


Ayatollah Khomeyni added, “Moreover, | have asked 
that the Arabic language, the language of the Koran, be 
taught in all of Iran’s schools from the primary level. 
This has been stipulated in the constitution of the 
Islamic Republic. Therefore, why the hostility?” After 
that I went looking for an excuse to say goodbye! 


Of course, during the height of the revolution Iran was a 
source of ideas that might disturb some Arab regimes. 
That was natural, but it was temporary, because exigen- 
cies of state were sure to overcome headstrong ideas. 
And that was what happened. 


Of course, the Shiite Islamic call emanating from Iran at 
the height of the revolution could cause disturbance to 
the national structure of some of the Gulf states and of 
one of the most important Arab states, Iraq; but that was 
certain to abate. In any case, it would have been possible 
to confront it in a way other than war. The war subse- 
quently proved, with sacrifice of blood, that the Iraqi 
people’s loyalty to their national identity was deeper and 
stronger than the Iraqi Shi’ah’s sectarian link to the 
Shiite state of Iran. 


Of course, it was also possible to conceive of the occur- 
rence of contradictions such as happen between neigh- 
boring or even non-neighboring countries. There neces- 
sarily are relations of mutual contact and friction among 
regional spheres of cultural, economic, and _ security 
interests. However, this does not necessarily lead to 
hostile confrontations: all that is needed is a political 
administration that knows its own goals and lays out for 
itself the means of attaining these goals. That 1s the 
essence of international relations, not to mention rela- 
tions of immediate contact and historical and cultural 
community as is the case between the Arabs and Iran. 


Finally, of course, I, like you, have heard much of what 
is being said about Iran’s encouraging terrorism in 
Egypt. The problem, however, is that increased sensi- 
tivity to the Iranian revolution preceded all the stories of 
terrorism. Moreover, no one has yet presented proof that 
what is said about Iran’s involvement in terrorist oper- 
ations in Egypt is true. I researched and asked questions 
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in Cairo, Tehran, and even Washington and found no 
proof; sometimes I even received no answer. Moreover, 
all the sources, including the American ones, wh.ch I do 
not suspect of being pro-Iran, agree that Tehran has 
nothing to do with what happened and is happening in 
Egypt. I suspect that direct action in Egypt is outside the 
concerns of Iran and that we cannot accuse a country— 
Iran or another—without producing proof. Furthermore, 
Egypt's Islamic elements, being Sunni, are unlikely to be 
influenced by the Iranian religious authorities. 


During a recent visit to Tehran, | talked about what 1s 
happening between Egypt and Iran with Hoyjat-ol-Eslam 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani himself. | do not think he was 
deceiving me when he strongly denied any Iranian link to 
events in Egypt or when he spoke warmly of his desire to 
improve relations with Egypt. 


Yet there must be some explanation for what 1s 
obstructing relations between the two countries. Perhaps 
I am speculating, but the following explanation tempts 
me regarding Iran: 


During and after the October war, as a result of many 
complex circumstances, great changes took place in 
Egyptian strategic thinking. The ultimate effect of these 
changes was a virtual about-face in attitudes and alli- 
ances. One effect was that Egyptian policy began drawing 
closer day by day to American policy, a rapprochement 
that finally became a special relationship. 


As part of this special relationship, Egyptiar policy 
joined hands—it was inevitable that it should do so— 
with other policies in the region, especially Saudi policy 
in Riyadh and the policy of the Shah’s regime in Tehran. 
The master of the latter regime was the man who desired 
and whom others desired to become the region’s 
policeman. 


In fact, 1974 witnessed a top-level coordination opera- 
tion among Cairo, Riyadh, and Tehran, and prepara- 
tions were made for a summit conference between the 
three leaders. King Faysal was the one who became wary 
at the last moment and asked that the meeting be 
abandoned—lest it be said, in his words, that ‘“‘we are 
trying to restore the Baghdad pact with new faces.” 


In the circumstances after 1974, as a result of the 
increasing role of the American Congress after Nixon’s 
involvement in the Watergate scandal, forced resigna- 
tion, and replacement in the White House by an 
unelected president (Gerald Ford), the influence of Con- 
gress became dominant and its control nearly complete 
vis-a-vis the authority of the White House, including the 
National Security Council. At the same time, there were 
challenges in Africa—Angola and the Horn of Africa, in 
particular—that American policy wanted to confront by 
direct action and secretly; however, the means would not 
be available because Congress was hindering, 
obstructing, and insisting on its right to know everything, 
even about intelligence operations. 
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At that time, international and local parties became 
eager to cooperate with America to achieve for them- 
selves what they could no longer achieve alone, espe- 
cially in the context of the general belief that joint 
interest and an interlocking security strategy required 
opposing Soviet activity and revolutionary headstrong- 
ness. The enthusiasm went as far as the signing of an 
agreement for which I know no precedent in history. 
Representatives of French, Moroccan, Saudi, Iranian, 
and Egyptian intelligence met and discussed the need for 
direct secret action among themselves. At the beginning 
of 1975, they reached an agreement that was signed in 
Jiddah. One of those who attended was Count Alexandre 
(de Miranche), the head of French foreign security 
(intelligence). Being an African specialist, he named the 
treaty and its members “the Safari Club.” 


Among the members of this group of five, Tehran was in 
charge of coordination with the American CIA through 
its representative in the Safari Group, General Ne’mato- 
llah Naseri, head of Savak (Iranian intelligence). Rabat 
was in charge of coordination with Tel Aviv, through its 
representative in the group, (Ahmed Delim1), who was 
head of Moroccan intelligence at the time. 


The members of the group were taken by surprise when 
the Islamic revolution in Iran threatened one of the most 
prominent members of their group in its own home, 
Tehran. They hastened to help Iran, each according to its 
means, power, and interests. France’s role may have 
been to allow Ayatollah Khomeyni to enter its territory 
in hope of limiting, containing, or, if possible, exploiting 
his movement. 


In this climate, Egyptian policy decided to help the shah 
of Iran in his trial by all political and publicity means— 
hence the hostile initiative and the fatwas condemning 
the Iranian revolution that surprised Khomeyni and 
others. At a time when the Arab masses were sympa- 
thetic to the Iranian revolution, Egyptian policy was ina 
state of hostility to 1t without justification in principle or 
in national or pan-Arab interest. 


It was sometimes said in justification that the Shah had 
done Egypt a favor by giving her oil at the titne of the 
1973 war. Unfortunately, that was not true; the opposite 
was true. 


After the revolution succeeded and the Shah became a 
fugitive, Egypt was the only country that opened its 
doors to him. The argument was that it was village 
ethics. 


For many months—America had become the Great 
Satan in Tehran, as Khomeyni had become the embod- 
iment of evil in Washington—Cairo became the head- 
quarters for various sorts of indirect operation and the 
meeting place for groups and agencies desiring to change 
the situation in Iran even by a military coup. I am not 
speaking from conjecture or inference; I am speaking 
based on trustworthy published information, to which I 
added a chance meeting in the hall of the Sheraton Hotel 
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with General ’Ali ‘Oveys, the former chief of staff of the 
Iranian army and commander of the Imperial Guard. | 
learned directly from him that he was attending a 
meeting in Cairo to save whatever could be saved in 
Tehran. He guessed that the opportunity was about to 
disappear or had already disappeared, although Egyptian 
policy was enthusiastic, encouraging, and ready. 


Egypt afterward was the headquarters of the Qina airport 
operation in particular. It began to prepare, train, and 
implement the operation. The operation, which failed 
and was defeated, was directed from the same airport; 
and from the same airport its commander asked permis- 
sion to stop it and withdraw the forces, and his request 
was granted. 


None of these activities escaped the notice of Tehran. 
They certainly caused reactions of suspicion that turned 
into anger and then into hostility. All this was preceded, 
accompanied, and followed by political and media cam- 
paigns in which the two sides engaged and pushed to the 
limit, while no one tried to prevent them. 


Iran—lest we forget—is a country with its own interests, 
its Own visions, a conception of its security, and a 
position that locates it at the head of the Gulf, whose 
entire eastern coast it occupies. It is natural for Iran to 
feel that she has a role in the Gulf that no one can deny 
to her. Because the Gulf is now experiencing a state of 
disequilibrium in its regional balances, the Iranian role 
in it is becoming more active and competing more 
intensely. It is thus liable to go too far and get into 
trouble, like other roles. This is an additional cause of 
anxious and troubled sensitivity. 


Finally, | may add that the activity of the Safari group 
was not unconnected to the circumstances that led to the 
preparatory contacts between Egypt and Israel and 
brought Egypt into a separate peace—now no longer 
separate. Nor was it unconnected with the circumstances 
in which relations between Iran and Iraq became com- 
plicated and finally ended in the first Gulf war. The 
repercussions of this war, which have come to have an 
independent dynamic, have influenced the Gulf’s prob- 
lems, its conditions, and its future. 


Having said these things, I would qualify them by saying 
that | do not imply that the explanation I have just given 
is a full inventory of the facts. Certainly, matters were 
more complex than a single explanation. The truth, | 
think, is that this explanation represents the moment 
when a finger pulled the trigger and the gun went off. 
Once a bullet is fired, the consequences of the shot 
certainly can produce much greater results than the mere 
moment at which the finger pulled the trigger. These 
effects can go farther than all the intentions that existec 
at the moment of firing. 


Haykal ended his speech by saying: It is still not too late 
for review, reevaluation, and reflection. In particular, 
during my recent meeting with President Hoyjat- 
ol-Eslam ‘Ali Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani in Tehran, | 
noticed signs of good will that deserve to be followed up. 
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Questions rained down in the conference, which was 
chaired by Dr. ‘Ala-al-Din Hilal, dean of the Faculty of 
Economics and Political Science. Here are some of them: 


[Question] Is it possible to arrive at ground rules for 
dealing with Iran? What are the considerations on which 
Egyptian-Iranian relations can be established? 


Haykal replied: Egypt and Iran are well-established 
states in the region. They met together and wrestled with 
each other in many passages of history. We must begin 
dialogue with Iran, as with any state. Such dialogue in 
fact began in Geneva and lasted for over 13 meetings, 
paving the way for a meeting of the foreign ministers of 
the two countries. The two met again at the recent 
conference of nonaligned nations in Cairo. I say simply 
that Iran cannot be left outside the framework of a 
reasonable relationship with a powerful country such as 
Egypt. Iran is a powerful country present in the region. 
No one can talk about the balances of the Middle East 
without taking account of Iran. No one can talk about 
the security of the Gulf and leave out a country such as 
Iran. I say that Cairo must restore relations and coop- 
erate with Iran. Cooperation with Iran does not mean 
that we go to conclude an alliance with Iran or give her 
special status. Iran is a country in the region. It willdo no 
good to deny her. It makes no sense for me to recognize 
the State of Israel, but not Iran. 


I remember once telling President Saddam Husayn—I 
was talking to him about my fear of a continuation of the 
Iraq-Iran war—that I was ready to close my eyes and 
imagine that in a century Israel would not exist, but I 
could by no standard in the world close my eyes and 
imagine that after a century Iran would not exist. 


Iran is a country that existed at the beginning of history 
and that will remain to the end of history. The consid- 
erations on which relations can be established with her 
are those on which relations are established among all 
nations. 


[Question] When you compare Khomeyni’s policy and 
Rafsanjani’s, is the latter more moderate? Are there 
pressures inside Iran stopping her from turning toward 
Egypt? How do you view the attitudes of Rafsanjani, 
who represents the real source of power in the decision 
making process in Iran? 


Haykal replied: What I would say is that in Iran, as in 
any political entity in the Third World, the revolution 
began with the natural headstrongness of any revolution. 
There were motives and reasons for this. However, after 
the time of headstrongness, the revolution began to face 
responsibilities of state that imposed restraints that the 
revolution may not have foreseen. 


I remember asking Rafsanjani about implementing the 
punishments mandated by Islamic law. His reply was 
that those punishments could be implemented only in a 
society that fulfilled the requirements of Islamic jus- 
tice—in the sense of social justice. This 1s quite different 
from what we used to hear in the days of Khomeyni. 
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Furthermore, when you ask him about the burdens of 
Islam, he quotes the Koran to you in Arabic [Koran 
20:2]: “‘Ta Ha. We have not sent down the Koran upon 
you for you to be burdened.” Divine commandments, 
brother, were not sent down to inconvenience mankind. 
You have to interpret. We sat a whole night with the 
Iranian Cabinet discussing a single question: What is the 
meaning of Muhammad’s being the seal of the prophets? 
Its meaning 1s that God communicated to you what he 
wanted to communicate and then left you to your reason 
and independent judgment. 


[Question] What steps are necessary for a return of 
relations with Iran? 


Haykal replied: We in Egypt have the most active 
diplomacy in the region. We leave the matter to it. It 1s 
a diplomacy that 1s on the move. In my opinion it 1s not 
an intractable problem. States do it every day. 


[Question] What is the Iranian position on the Middle 
East peace process? What is the Iranian alternative for 
solving the Palestinian problem? 


Haykal replied: Iran’s position on the peace process is 
opposition. | want to say—don't become angry with 
me—that if the Iranians believed what we Arabs once 
said and then we changed our minds without their 
agreement, it 1s strange for us to be calling them to 
account for their position. It is even stranger for this to 
be the criterion on which we base our accounts with 
them. I believe the Iranians have sent us a message that 
they were not opposed to what we wanted to do if we 
thought our interest lay in it. However, | know that Iran 
was advised not to oppose the peace process if it wanted 
to improve its relations with the West or open secret 
communication channels with Israel, but it refused to 
comply. I don’t know whether the standards have 
become confused. Who deserves reward, and who 
deserves punishment? Some years ago we broke relations 
with the shah of Iran because he established relations 
with 'srael; today we break off relations with the revo- 
lutionary regime because it opposes our relations with 
Israel. This is a strange way of arguing. 


[Question] Can either of the two sides be held respon- 
sible for the bad relations, or is the essential difference in 
ideology—if one may use the term—the cause of the 
disagreement? 


Haykal replied: I am ready to say unhesitatingly that I 
place a large part of the responsibility on Egypt in this 
matter, because this hostility to the Iranian revolution 
was justified neither by interest nor by principle. The 
entire world recognized the Iranian revolution and dealt 
with it. We ought to have had the forgiveness to deal 
with them reasonably, whatever the previous disagree- 
ments. 
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King Husayn’s Goals in Peace Talks Analyzed 
94AA0092B HATZOFE in Hebrew 12 Jul 94 p 3 
[Article by M. Ben-Shlomo] 


[Text] Sporting a white beard, King Husayn appeared 
last Saturday before the Jordanian parliament and 
announced that he would not evade a public meeting 
with Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin if it clearly would 
contribute to promoting peaceful relations between the 
two states. Nonetheless, he revealed that his decision was 
partly influenced by pressures brought to bear on him by 
the United States Government. President Clinton and 
his secretary of state, Warren Christopher, have made 
clear to the Jordanian king that if he does not agree to a 
public meeting with Israel Prime Minister Rabin, the 
United States will be unable to offer it the military aid he 
has requested, including advanced war planes for the 
Royal Air Force and other items. 


Not only that, but so long as no progress occurs in the 
talks between Jerusalem and Rabat Amon, Washington 
will not wipe out the debts that Jordan owes the United 
States. In other words, Husayn was coerced by talk from 
Washington. He had no choice but to make a public 
statement that he was ready and willing to meet publicly 
with the Israeli Prime Minister. 


To sweeten the pill, Husayn told the Jordanian parlia- 
ment that he 1s demanding that Israel return Jordanian 
lands more extensive than the entire Gaza Strip. He 
added that the agreement with Israel would be of great 
use to Jordan because the lands involved are highly 
fertile and can improve Jordan’s agriculture and other 
sectors. 


King Husayn’s comments were warmly received in 
Jerusalem, although there was nothing surprising in 
them since he made similar remarks two weeks earlier 
during a visit to the White House in Washington. At that 
time, he said that a meeting between him and Rabin was 
expected in the very near future. 


Even so, Jordan is avoiding taking any practical steps 
that would indicate a change in Rabat Amon’s policy 
towards Israel. Jordan, as reported, has refused to hold 
the meetings with Israel in Rabat Amon or Aqaba or, 
alternatively, in Jerusalem or Eilat. The Jordanians 
prefer to open the talks in a tent on the desert border 
between Israel and Jordan despite the very hot and 
unpleasant weather that the participants there will have 
to endure. True, Husayn no longer hides the fact that he 
is willing to sign a separate agreement with Israel without 
being linked to other Arab states (meaning Syria), but 
anyone who knows the Jordanian king and his forefa- 
thers, such as King Abdallah, knows that they conduct a 
policy that, in part, takes one step forward and two steps 
backwards at the same time. Thus, King Husayn’s 
remarks must be taken with a grain of salt. In any case, 
they cannot be regarded as real progress on the road to 
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peace between the two nations. Nor can it be overlooked 
that Husayn conditioned any arrangement with Israel on 
Israeli withdrawal from territories in the “Arava, in the 
approaches to Eilat and on the northern border between 
Israel and Jordan. So this 1s a case of love for a reason, 
and we learn in Pirgei Avot that: “love ends when the 
reason for love 1s gone.” This much 1s clear: If Israel 
refuses to accede to Jordan’s territorial demands, a peace 
agreement will not loom on the horizon despite expec- 
tations in Jerusalem to sign a peace agreement with the 
Kingdom of Jordan 1n the very near future. 


Jordan’s territorial claims, which are by no means new, 
constitute a serious obstacle on the road to peace. It 1s 
not simply that those demands are difficult to meet; they 
must be rejected at the outset. Experts in the field believe 
that the boundaries between Israel and Jordan have 
never been clearly demarcated. The borders of Palestine, 
according to the Balfour Declaration, are the second 
crossing of the Jordan. Only sometime later did the 
British Government decide to create the Hashemite 
Kingdom across the Jordan. Even then, there was no 
clearly defined border between the Hashemite Kingdom, 
which was recognized as the Kingdom of Jordan only 
after World War II, and the other parts of Palestine, 
which were under British administration at that time. 


In 1948. Jordan, joining in the war launched by the Arab 
states seeking to destroy the Jewish state, invaded parts 
of the country. Although Israel overcame its enemies in 
the war, the borders were not settled, leaving “armistice 
lines.” When Jordan joined with Egypt and Syria in the 
Six-Day Wav, she was defeated again by the IDF [Israel 
Defense Forces]. Judea and Samaria were liberated by 
the IDF. In any event, a change was made, 1n part if not 
in general, in the armistice lines. 


In light of the above. Jordan has no strong claims on 
“territories” held by Israel. By contrast, Israel certainly 
could make a strong claim on territories that are an 
inseparable part of the land of Israel and which now lie 
under Jordanian control. 


A tough territorial debate lies ahead of us. It will not be 
easy to overcome It. It has been said that this discussion 
could even jeopardize progress towards the signing of a 
peace agreement between Israel and the Kingdom of 
Jordan. 


The two sides will have to make strenuous efforts in 
order to bridge what separates them and cleave to what 
unites them—the desire to reach a peace agreement 
between Jerusalem and Rabat Amon. 


If, however, Jordan conditions signing of a peace agree- 
ment with Israel on Israeli withdrawal from territories 
larger in area than the Gaza Strip, the Government of 
Israel will find it difficult to pay the heavy price 
demanded of it. 


Consequently, the joy in the government compound in 
Jerusalem, as though an agreement with Jordan were at 
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hand, 1s premature. Nor can we pin inordinately high 
hopes on the three-way meeting to take place a week 
from now on the Israeli-Jordanian border in the “Arava 
between American Secretary of State Christopher, Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shim’on Peres, and a “high-ranking 
Jordanian figure,” by which apparently 1s meant the 
Jordanian prime minister, who also serves as the foreign 
minister. The participants will not say anything of sub- 
Stance there. This meeting, therefore, has no operative 
significance as the herald of the opening of a “‘new age’ 
in Israel-Jordanian relations. 


What 1s more, a similar ceremony was held in Wast 
ington some months ago, when Prince Hasan signed 
“Declaration of Principles” beside Foreign Minist 
Peres, with Secretary of State Christopher acting as br 
man. 


It will be recalled that, since the signing of the “Decla- 
ration, of Principles,” there has been no progress in the 
talks between Israel and the Kingdom of Jordan. There 
have been meetings, and statements by the two sides of 
their intention to advance down the road towards peace 
have even been heard. But no real progress has been 
made. 


Are we now standing on the verge of a revolution in 
Israeli-Jordanian relations? 


If you put that question to top officials in the Foreign 
Ministry in Jerusalem, they will answer in the affirma- 
tive. They are optimists. Foreign Minister Peres sug- 
gested nine months ago that we remember the date of 3 
November—the day he made his secret visit to Rabat 
Amon and came to operative understandings with King 
Husayn. We are trying to remember that date, as well as 
the fact that Israeli Foreign Minister Peres’ hopes have 
not been realized. 


But if you ask experts well-placed to know what 1s 
happening in the Kingdom of Jordan these days their 
opinion on the question, “Is Husayn really ready and 
willing to sign a separate agreement with Israel?” they 
will certainly reply that you have to be highly skeptical of 
the king’s statements. Likewise, they will point to the fact 
that it was only under heavy American pressure that 
Husayn agreed to state in public that he will not dodge 
meeting Rabin for a face-to-face talk. He did so on the 
hope that his announcement would set American 
weapons flowing to Jordan and erase his nation’s stag- 
gering debts. 


Others direct their attention to the fact that Husayn 1s 
very ill, prompting him to try to take advantage of the 
time left him in life to go down in Jordanian history as 
the man who brought not only peace to the Jordanian 
people but extensive territories that he succeeded tn 
wresting from Israel. 


These circles even warn Israel that she must first look 
into the king’s clinical condition before signing any 
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agreements with the Kingdom of Jordan because every- 
thing 1s liable to change there, taking a turn unfavorable 
to the State of Israel, after the king’s death. 


Finally, while the renewed talks with Jordan, against the 
background of Husayn’s announcement that he is ready 
to meet publicly with Prime Minister Rabin, are wel- 
come on the one hand, their importance, on the other, 
must not be exaggerated. for more than a few obstacles 
still remain on the road to peace between Israel and the 
Kingdom of Jordan. And so long as those obstacles are 
not removed, it will be difficult to advance down that 
road. 


Integration of Hamas Into Peace Process 
Discussed 


YA4ANO93A Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 
1S Jul 94 p BS 


[Article by Yosef ‘Elgazi: “They are Our Sons and 
Brothers’’] 


{ Text] Reactions in Israel to Hamas [Islamic Resistance 
Movement] actions at the end of last week—the kidnap- 
ping and murder of soldier “Arye Frangental and the 
firing on the car of settlers from Qiryat ‘Arba, in which 
Sarit Pri-Gal was killed and her father and brother, 
wounded—give the impression of surprise, because of 
the brief, temporary cessation of Hamas activities before 
that. But it seems there was a certain error here, as 
demonstrated by the words of Dr. Ibrahim Fars al- 
Yazuri, one of the Hamas movement's main speakers 1n 
the Gaza Strip. 


“Every nation living under conquest has a natural and 
recognized right to contest that conquest through all 
means and in every part of the conquered land in order 
to remove that conquest.” said Dr. Yazuri early last 
week. “One of those means is armed struggle. That is the 
position of Islamic shar’iah, and it is accepted in inter- 
national jurisprudence.” Nevertheless, he stressed again 
that he himself was not involved in armed struggle but 
was merely expressing a theoretical opinion. 


Al-Yazuri was born in 1941 to a family of farmers in 
Kafr Bet Dras between Nitzanim and Be’er Tuvia. In the 
1948 war the village was destroyed and its inhabitants 
became refugees. The Al-Yazuri family was in the Khan 
Yunis refugee camp. When Al-Yazuri grew up, he studies 
chemistry and pharmacy in Cairo. In the period of 
Egyptian rule, he was imprisoned because of his mem- 
bership in the Muslim Brotherhood organization. For 
years he headed the opposition to Dr. Haydar “Abd 
a-Shafi in the Red Crescent institutions in Gaza. Today 
he runs a pharmacy in the city and heads an Islamic 
charity league. 


Anyone looking for ideological support for Hamas dili- 
gence in continuing to direct the armed struggle can go 
back to the Hamas pact of 18 October 1988, which says 
the following: “Despite all the obstacles piled up by those 
who support Zionism, Judgment Day will ultimately 
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arrive, and the Muslims will fight the Jews and kill them 
Then the Jews will try to hide behind the rocks and trees, 
but the rocks and trees will say: ‘Oh Muslim, oh wor- 
shipper of God, a Jew stands behind me, come and kill 
him.’ The brief pause in Hamas's armed activity was 
portrayed by its people as merely a “tactical matter,” 
that ‘“‘was required by changes in the deployment of the 
‘Az A-Din Al-Qasm gangs that are in a continuous life 
and death struggle with the forces of the Zionist 
conquest.” 


In fact, their opponents note—and some of Hamas's own 
people will admit, begrudgingly and not for attribution— 
the movement 1s undergoing a strong shakeup for a 
number of reasons: the blows that Israel rains down upon 
it; the confusion, frustration, and debate that exist 
within Hamas as a result of the continuation of the peace 
process, particularly after the signing of the Cairo agree- 
ment on 4 May; the rapid deployment of the Palestinian 
police and the PLO security apparatus in Gaza and 
Jericho; Yasir ‘Arafat's successful visit to Gaza and 
Jericho and his apparently permanent settling in Gaza, 
and the renewal of talks between Israe! and the PLO on 
the gradual transfer of control in some West Bank cities 
to the Palestinians and on elections for the Palestinian 
National Autonomy Council as early as this year—1e., 
on expanding the autonomy from Gaza and Jericho to 
the entire West Bank 


The Hamas organization’s opposition to the agreements 
signed by the PLO with Israel is determined. Indeed, 
Hamas avers that no Muslim has “the right to give up 
any part of Palestine’; its land “1s a Muslim holy trust 
down through the generations until] Judgment Day.’ 
Therefore, the difficulties in the negotiations over the 
implementation of the Gaza-Jericho-first agreement 
aroused great hopes in Hamas that the peace process 
would collapse, and one of the central goals of the terror 
activity was to make it collapse. However the support for 
the agreements by the majority of Palestinians under- 
mined Hamas’s confidence, and the success of the peace 
process at this stage and its continuation leave the 
Hamas activists and leadership with the feeling that the 
fate of Palestine will be decided without them. 


On the Palestinian streets it 1s easy for Hamas to attack 
the Cairo agreements since they are joined 'n their 
criticism not only by the other opponents of the agree- 
ments but also by many within Fatah. “There is no 
element in the agreements that satisfies the desires of the 
Palestinian people for freedom,” says Dr. Al-Yazuri. 
“Indeed, when I leave my house or pharmacy tn the city 
of Gaza, I do not meet an Israeli soldier, but if I travel to 
Khan Yunis or Rafiah, | run into the Israeli army, the 
settlements, and the Israeli settlers. Just the fact that an 
Israeli soldier checks my identity card on the roads in the 
Gaza Strip is enough to let you know that Israel has not 
left the area and still rules us. To this day thousands of 
our brothers are in Israeli hands, among them the sick, 
suffering Shaykh Ahmad Yasin. To this very day the 
return of the refugees of 1948 and 1967 1s prevented. 
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And what about Jerusalem, that 1s holy to us? Palestine 
without Jerusalem 1s like a body without a head; a body 
without a head 1s like a dead man; Palestine without 
Jerusalem will eventually die.” 


Despite its reservations, Hamas did not interfere with 
‘Arafat's visit, and its people criticized the visit in low 
tones. Dr. Mahmud A-Zhar, one of the Hamas leaders in 
Gaza and one of those expelled to Lebanon, said: “We 
greeted Yasir ‘Arafat's return to Gaza just as we greeted 
the return of those Palestinians who were expelled. We 
had hoped that ‘Arafat would be the last of the returnees, 
after the return of 3 million Palestinians exiled in 1948, 
1956, and 1967. We had hoped that Shaykh Ahmad 
Yasin, a leader of the Hamas movement, would lead 
‘Arafat's welcoming group.” 


Dr. A-Zhar rejected claims that the enthusiastic crowds 
greeting ‘Arafat at the time of his visit should be consid- 
ered a public referendum proving massive support for the 
peace process. “Many of the Palestinians who took to the 
streets to greet ‘Arafat did so out of curiosity and a desire 
to see what was going on,”’ he said. As to the reports that 
Yasir ‘Arafat intends to settle permanently in Gaza, Al- 
Yazuri noted: “The problem is not the temporary return of 
‘Arafat to Gaza or his permanent settling there. The 
problem is that the whole issue is expressed in the frame- 
work of an agreement that is unacceptable to me from 
beginning to end, and I totally reject it.” 


While Hamas leaders did not hide their criticism of 
‘Arafat's visit, many Palestinians pointed out that the 
Hamas people not only did not criticize the deployment of 
the Palestinian police forces in the Strip and in Jericho, 
but, on the contrary, there was more than a little flattery to 
be heard in their comments about the Palestinian police. 
The police were defined by them as “the natio: al police.” 
“They are our brothers and sons,” said Al-Yazuri, “they 
are our own flesh and blood and therefore no Palestinian 
will fight them and everyone 1s obliged to obey the law.” 


Various Palestinian sources note that Hamas does not 
oppose the drafting of Palestinians into the Palestinian 
police force. There are those who add that over time they 
are likely to encourage some of their own people who do 
not stand out to infiltrate its ranks. 


But “declarations are one thing and reality 1s another.” 
one of the opponents of Fatah who rejects the agree- 
ments explained this week, off the record. ““The Hamas 
people read the new map well. The deployment of the 
police forces and the Palestinian security apparatus was 
rapid, and their strong presence and aggressive leader- 
ship at the time of ‘Arafat's visit were a big deterrent to 
all the Fatah opponents in the field, including Hamas. 
The Palestinian streets are well aware of who has the 
power to run things today tn Gaza.” 


Nevertheless, he said that “the truce prevailing between 
Hamas and Fatah is based on understandings reached 
between them and on declarations of the two sides that 
despite the deep division between them, they would 
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preserve Palestinian unity; on the fuct that Hamas ts 
aware of the support, even if occasionally with reserva- 
tions, of the Palestinian people for the agreements: and 
on an awareness by Hamas of the superior power of 
Fatah and fear of a physical confrontation with it.” 


From Hamas's point of view, the most problematic 
aspect 1s the question how it will act in the event of 
general elections in the territories—will it participate, 
and if so, to what extent, with the institutions of the 
Palestinian independent entity. In fact. to this day Israel 
and the PLO have not agreed on the substance of those 
elections and have not reached agreements pertaining to 
them, but for the time being the Hamas people are 
concerned over the question how they will have to act, 
and the debate within Hamas 1s almost open. 


Precisely in this connection it 1s interesting—and many 
Hamas people admit :t—that in everything said with 
regard to Islam, the Fatah organization, that supports the 
agreements, is closer to them than the other reyectionist 
groups, especially the Popular Front and the Democratic 
Front, which, in fact, reject the agreements. but have a 
secular world view. Many Hamas activists do not hide 
their dislike of the Hamas pact with those two organiza- 
tions, and they fear that despite those organizations’ 
opposition to the agreements, they would participate in 
the expected elections. As to the elections, Fatah is torn 
between two attitudes: If Hamas participates in the 
elections, it would thereby lend legitimacy to the agree- 
ments and to Fatah authority, but there 1s also the dange, 
that it would bite off for itself a big slice in the institution 
or institutions that would be elected. 


Meanwhile, the Palestinian entity has begun to function 
in Gaza and Jericho, and with respect to it, Al-Yazuri 
says: “I respect them, they are our people. The argument 
I have with them on various !ssues, first and foremost on 
the matter of the agreements with Israel, 1s a natural 
argument and will continue in a civilized manner.” 


Mahmud A-Zhar was already asked about this matter 
before. “If the elections will be for any institution 
connected to the autonomy agreement,” he said several 
times, ‘‘we will not participate in them. Nevertheless. we 
will continue to participate in elections for community 
organizations, for institutions dealing with the provision 
of various services, such as trade offices, student com- 
mittees, professional unions and local authorities. If 
general elections are declared for a body to represent all 
Palestinians, in the conquered territories and in all parts 
of the diaspora, we will participate in them.” In mid- 
May, on the eve of the withdrawal from Gaza. he said: “I 
imagine that the expected collapse of the autonomy will 
occur tomorrow.” Today few Hamas people speak of the 
collapse of the autonomy. 


Shaykh Jamil Hamami, one of the founders of Hamas on 
the West Bank, who heads the League for Islamic Culture 
and Science, recently stated dogmatically: “We will not 
participate in any way in elections for the autonomy 
institutions.” But it is known that Hamam: openly 
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supports the transition to party activity and recently 
appealed to the Israeli authorities—and was meanwhile 
rebuffed—with a request for a permit to publish an 
Islamic periodical that would deal with questions of 
ideology, politics and society. Hamami threatens to 
appeal to the High Court of Justice—read that as to one 
of the institutions of “the Zionist state,” if this request 1s 
permanently rejected. There are those who see this 
activity of Hamami’s more as a signal from those who 
are prepared, under certain circumstances and condi- 
tions, to ask to play a part, in one form or another, in the 
future political processes in the territories. 


But on the other hand, as you will recall, Dr. Al-Yazuri 
said this week: ““The struggle of the conquered against 
the conqueror will continue wherever he ts and using all 
means at his disposal.” 


Commentary Disputes Strength of PLO Finances 
94440091C Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 3 Jul 94 p § 


[Article by Sever Plotzker] 


[Text] Since his arrival in Gaza, Yasir ‘Arafat has not 
stopped verbally attacking the countries that have prom- 
ised aid to the Palestinian Self-Governing Authority. 
The donor countries, ‘Arafat says, just keep on talking, 
and promising, and making declarations, but they do not 
give the money. 


The truth 1s somewhat different. The money is there. The 
donor countries are prepared to transfer hundreds of 
millions of dollars to the Palestinians—more than the 
Palestinian Self-Governing Authority can swallow and 
digest—within a very short time. What has kept the 
money from reaching the territories until now has been 
the deep dispute between ‘Arafat and the World Bank, 
which serves as trustee and supervisor of the donor 
countries’ money. 


The dispute is political in nature. Money 1s power, 
money decides who will rule, especially in a region as 
poor and lacking in resources as the Gaza Strip. There- 
fore, ‘Arafat and the PLO chiefs in Tunis wanted to be 
the ones to sign the checks that would be given to the 
civilian administration clerks, to the headquarters of the 
Palestinian police, and to teachers, contractors, and 
suppliers in Gaza and in Jericho. They wanted to be the 
pipeline the dollars would pour out of. 


To that, the senior officials of the World Bank and the 
members of the coordinating committee had this answer: 
No way. Our function is not to aid the PLO. It ts to aid 
the Palestinian people. You say that organizing the 
Authority will take much time, and the Palestinian 
people need jobs? All right then, we will fund develop- 
ment projects 2 Gaza directly. We will pay the salaries 
of policemen and clerks directly, without the PLO as 
intermediary. But we, the donor countries, will not pay 
to support the PLO staffs. You can forget about that. 
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‘Arafat hoped that his visit to the refugee camps in Gaza 
would be like the visit of the old lady in Duerrenmatt’s 
play: he would come carrying sacks of presents to pass out. 
He just forgot that the presents are not his to give. The 
money belongs to the taxpayers in the West. Every Danish 
citizen contributes seven dollars to the Palestinian 
autonomy; clearly the Danish Government has every right 
to worry that this contribution 1s not thrown away on white 
elephants, or used as a bribe for any political purpose. 


The idea of international aid for the autonomy origi- 
nated with the foreign minister of Israel, Shimon Peres. 
At his initiative, the representatives of dozens of coun- 
tries, which declared their readiness to help the Palestin- 
ians, gathered in Washington last October. The countries 
promised approximately $2.2 billion in development aid 
over five years; of this, $720 million to be given in 1994, 
as part of an “emergency program.” Most of the aid will 
be in the form of grants. 


This is a tremendous amount of money, considering the 
scope of economic activity in the territories. The World 
Bank, 50 years old with its headquarters in Washington, 
was chosen to be coordinator, navigator. and supervisor of 
the aid. On its own side, after going through many stages, 
the PLO 1s setting up its own development and restoration 
council, which will be called Pekdar. The council, whose 
chairman will be ‘Arafat himself, and whose managing 
director will be Abu ’Ala, should be the main Palestinian 
institution managing the processes of development in the 
territories. It is the local partner of the World Bank’s 
experts. Pekdar’s regulations, which promised the council 
political independence, public openness. and an audited 
financial administration, were examined by the donor 
countries with a fine-tooth comb, and affirmed, with teeth 
gnashing, by the PLO Executive Committee this past May. 


The World Bank did not have the capability at first to 
cover the Palestinian Authority's starting current deficit. 
No country would rush to contribute to a vague, gener- 
alized goal without political leverage behind it, such as 
funding the budgetary deficit of another country. Here 
again, Foreign Minister Shimon Peres intervened in the 
moment of need. Peres suggested creating a special aid 
fund, to be named after the late Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Jurgen Hoelst and dedicated strictly to “initial 
investment in establishing the Palestinian Authority and 
getting it off the ground.” 


Peres broke through convention and cpposition and suc- 
ceeded in getting large contributions transferred to the 
fund. In their last meeting in Paris, at the beginning of 
June, the donor countries authorized a $430 million 
budget for the Palestinian Authority for the year 1994, 
including $150 million to establish the Palestinian Police, 
get it running, and pay the wages of the policemen. The 
Palestinian Authority’s deficit for this year (not including 
nongovernmental charitable institutions) has been esti- 
mated at $130 million, and the donor countries have taken 
its funding upon themselves. Most of the money, $100 
million, has already been recruited and allocated. The rest 
of the aid, $35 million, ts also ready. 
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Despite all this, ‘Arafat arrived in Gaza with his hands 
empty. Why? 


First of all, because until a very short time ago, he and 
his men were busy "oaking tremendous and stupid 
attempts to bypass this special international aid appa- 
ratus entirely, and close deals with Western companies, 
large and small. in exchange for fat fees that would have 
been transferred secretly to clandestine accounts. They 
intended, for example, to give the concession for a waste 
disposal plant in Gaza to a well-known European com- 
pany in exchange for a fleet of official cars for the 
chairman and his entourage. Or to set up a floating 
power station opposite the Gaza coast. In some cases 
they were talking about brokerage fees of up to 10 
percent of what the concessions would bring in. But the 
stories reached the media and were publicized, and 
everyone involved was taken aback. Finally. as we saw 
with our own eyes, Yasir Arafat arrived in Gaza with a 
single. solitary Mercedes with Egyptian license plates. 
And the electricity for Gaza still flows in from Israel. 


After the near total fracas of the attempt to work under 
the table. a PLO delegation left for Washington a week 
ago to try to convince the World Bank and the State 
Department to change the aid distribution arrange- 
ments. Abu’ Ala, the head of the delegation, a serious 
and talented man, laid out the chairman's request: give 
us the money. he said. and we will take care of how to 
distribute it. One fund, another fund, what difference 
does it make to you? We have already agreed that your 
accountants will follow every dollar of aid we receive or 
spend. Tenders will be open. Contracts will be properly 
drawn up. But it 1s very important to us, very important 
to the chairman. that the signature on the checks be ours. 
Our influence in the territories will rise or fall upon this. 


The Americans and the senior officials of the World 
Bank answered the Palestinians like this: the order of 
priorities will have to be reversed. First of all, get 
organized. Set up the Palestinian Authority. After that, 
the aid will come. The money is already ready and 
waiting. 


Abu ‘Ala left for Tunis. and ‘Arafat left for Gaza. He 
accepted the verdict of the World Bank; he had no 
choice. Without 720 million dollars in aid, the Pales- 
tinian Self-Governing Authority cannot survive. 


But he continues, as 1s his custom, to be angry. 


Investigation of REFA’EL Financial Loss 
Requested 

94440091B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT 
(FinanciaL Supplement) in Hebrew 7 Jul 94 p 7 


{Article by Aryeh Kizal] 


[Text] At the same time the workers of REFA*EL [Arma- 
ment Development Authority] have been demonstrating, 
taking job action, and in the opinion of their manage- 
ment, harming several important projects, the state 
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comptroller has chosen, in her latest report, to throw 
light on one of important divisions of Refa’el—the 
Weapons Systems Division, or Haman 


Haman’s yearly losses rose between 1989 and the first 
half of 1993 by tens of millions of shekels, mainly as the 
result of a drop in scope of sales. Haman’s independent 
research and development activities, which involved 
considerable expense, also led Haman in no really prac- 
tical direction. 


Miryam ben Porat finds that: “the Refa‘el management 
did not demand that Haman to carry out analyses upon 
which its forecasts for future sales and reports could be 
based. Similarly, the management did not investigate the 
necessity of Haman’s continued existence as an indepen- 
dent division, and it made no estimate comparing the 
cost of its management staffs with the benefit Rela’el 
gets from them. The drop in sales. and the growing 
dependence on the missile division, while Haman has no 
products of its own to ensure its economic future. create 
a Situation that makes it imperative for Refa’el manage- 
ment to examine thoroughly. and decide quickly, 
whether there 1s a need for Haman as an independent 
division with a separate management staff, and whether 
there is a need for its other administrative staffs. 


The report reveals that during the years 1989 to 1992. 
Haman spent tens of millions of shekels on independent 
research and development. without developing a product 
that would ensure its economic future as a division into the 
21st century. Part of the money spent went to pay the 
wages of surplus workers in Haman units, and made no 
strategic contribution toward securing commercial future. 


Because of the drop in scope of sales, and because Refa‘el 
has had no mechanism to make the appropriate per- 
sonnel cuts, Haman has ended up with a surplus of 
workers. This surplus has meant unnecessary expenses 
coming to tens of millions of shekels. More serious—the 
Haman and Refa’el managements did not present this 
excess cost, in their periodic reports, which shows a lack 
of efficiency. “This situation made it easier for them to 
avoid really facing and discussing the subject. and to 
keep the surplus workers on indefinitely.” the comp- 
troller says in her report. 


Tadiran Wins $10-Million Warsaw Contract 


94AADD9IA Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 4 Jul 94 p 3 


{Article by Arve Egozi—fist pargraph is YEDI'OT AHA- 
RONOT introduction] 


[Text] Tadiran has won a giant tender in Poland, worth 
$10 million. 


The Tadiran company has won the contract for develop- 
ment and production of a command and control system 
for the entire fleet of streetcars and buses in Warsaw. the 
capital of Poland. The scope of the contract comes to 
about $10 million. 
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Warsaw has an active fleet of approximately |! ,600 buses 
and 400 streetcars. The Warsaw city council decided to 
increase the efficiency of its public transportation 
system, and looked for a way to utilize new technologies. 
Five well-known corporations, for instance, the USA’s 
Motorola and Germany’s Siemens, made offers for the 
tender, and in the end the decision was—Tadiran. 


Tadiran’s systems division made the technical offer for 
the tender, and according to the division's director, 
Shmuel Kadron, the Poles were impressed by Tadiran’s 
capability in the realms of command and control. 


The system offered by Tadiran is based, among other 
things, upon the American satellite system, which makes 
it possible. with the mght equipment, to pinpoint the 
exact location of any object anywhere on the globe. In 
addition to the locational data, the system will also 
supply data on the number of passengers on each 
streetcar and bus, make it possible to let the passengers 
waiting at the stations know when the public transport 
vehicle will reach them, and also make it possible to 
speak directly to the drivers. 


Ilan Arbal, director of civilian marketing for Tadiran’s 
systems division, says that over the next two years the 
system will be installed in 400 streetcars and 120 buses. 
Equipping the entire fleet of streetcars and buses in 
Warsaw will take about five years, and will be carried out 
by a Polish company, which will also take care of 
continued maintenance. 


Eli Gur, civilian operations director for the systems 
division, says that winning in Poland opens up many 
possibilities in the realm of command and control of 
vehicle fleets. 


Fogel Commission Document on Land 
Appropriation 

944A0092A ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 
8 Jul 94 pp 10-11, 13 


[Article by Tzvi Timor] 


[Text] We are publishing in full the recommendations of 
the Fogel Commission on land and agriculture in Israel. 
The document goes far beyond the findings of the 
experts’ committee and includes issues almost philo- 
sophical in nature and certainly political. 


The questions raised are whether what we have here is 
dispossession of farmers who, after deducting the var- 
ious taxes, will receive only minimal compensation for 
their lands; what is the landholder’s share in the rights to 
it; whether national lands belong to the “State of Israel” 
and whether the state has the right to nationalize land in 
return for compulsory, negligible compensation; and 
what justification is there for depriving people who have 
held land for dozens of years of their rights to enterprise 
and to earn a living? 


Questions such as these and many others will be 
prompted in the course of the discussion. Publication ts 
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designed to invite reactions from readers, whose views 
we would be happy to receive. 


1. Background 


The discussion about changing the designated use of 
agricultural lands is the direct result of economic and 
urban developments in Israel and of the changes made in 
recent years in land use and in the need to redefine the 
national order of priorities in land use. 


The change 1n using and exploiting land 1s only part of a 
process that is altering the agricultural settlement sec- 
tor’s way of life in Israel. 


The property implications for agricultural settlement’s 
way of life can be seen in decisions made by the 
government and the Israel Lands Administration, 
including the definition of property—in Decisions Nos. 
8 and 9 of the Israel Lands Administration on July 5. 
1966, that it is “those agricultural lands as determined 
by the Minister of Agriculture in consultation with the 
Planning Commission, in possession of the state, the 
Jewish National Fund or the Development Authority, or 
which were leased for an extended period to a settler for 
the purpose of earning a livelihood from agricultural 
tracts that have been or will be developed therein.” 


To develop and sell these lands, the Israel Lands Admin- 
istration (hereafter, the Administration) can act pur- 
suant to contracts with tenants by which the Adminis- 
tration takes control of any land in which a change in 
designated use is made. In light of this fact, the Com- 
mission proposes compensating tenants for reversion of 
land to the Administration, on conditions and terms to 
be set forth below. 


The Commission recommends that a change in desig- 
nated use be made by the state as part of a comprehen- 
sive national plan and without infringing on tenants’ 
rights to participate in the planning process as provided 
by the Planning and Construction Act. 


Likewise, the Commission recommends that an attempt 
be made at an agreement with tenants concerning actual 
realization of a change in designated use. 


If realization of a change in designated use could mate- 
rially impinge on the existence of a moshav as a moshav 
or a kibbutz as a kibbutz, execution of the change in 
designated use will be carried out with the settlement’s 
consent. 


2. Application 


A. The decision recommended above regarding compen- 
sation will be applied to lands that have been designated 
for uses other than housing, industry, commerce, 
tourism and recreation. 
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B. The decision will apply to lands that have been leased 
On property terms as set forth in Israel Lands Adminis- 
tration Decisions Nos. 8 and 9 of 5 July 1966, or lands to 
which these decisions apply. Contractual terms will 
apply to agricultural lands. 


C. On a kibbutz, cooperative moshav. workers’ moshav 
or cooperative village. the lands to which the decision 
will apply are: the product of multiplying the number of 
installation units operated on the settlement on 11 July 
1992 (when Decision No. 553 went into effect) by the 
size of the institution according to data of the Planning 
Commission in the Ministry of Agriculture. 


D. The decision will apply to lands that were allocated 
on property terms before 11 May 1992. according to data 
of the Planning Commission available for that period. 


E. The decision will not apply to pasture lands and rocky 
ground. Clearing of these tracts will be done without 
compensation. 


Legal scholars believe that legislation 1s needed to enact 
and apply the recommendations regarding compensa- 
tion. Thus. the recommendation 1s that enforcement be 
frozen until the issue 1s resolved and legislation (if 
needed) 1s final. During the freeze period. the Adminis- 
tration will be able to act on the basis of agreements with 
tenants reflecting the recommendations and provided 
that the stated conditions exist. 


The Commission further recommends that a team con- 
sisting of representatives of the government, Treasury 
and Administration legal advisors discuss the possibility 
of applying the decision to tenants through contracts fur 
the purpose of using agricultural land whose lease period 
is no less than 21 years and which were not leased on 
property conditions, and provided both that most of the 
income derived from it 1s agricultural, to which the 
decision does not apply. and that compensation will be 
made only on the basis of the size of a family holding. 
The team will present its findings within 30 days to the 
Ministers of Agriculture and Housing. 


3. Compensation for Tenants 


The tenant will receive monetary compensation at the 
rate of 25 percent of the payment received by the 
Administration upon sale of the land when tendered. 


The Administration will set terms and conditions per- 
mitting the tenant to obtain compensation through land 
allocations other than through sale after the planning. 
The rate of compensation will be 25 percent of the value 
of rights to land whose designated use 1s changed. 
Compensation will be made at the rate of 25 percent 
until 21 December 1993. 


The Commission recommends that beginning | January 
1996, the rate of compensation be reduced from 25 
percent and thai the rate be fixed by the government 
within three months. 
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A.l parties will be responsible for payment of all legally 
applicable taxes. 


Any decision made on compensation for land will con- 
form to the following principles: 


A. Determination of land rights will be made according 
to equivalency tables provided by the government's 
assessor. 


B. The specific location of the land allocated to the 
tenant will be determined by the Administration 


C. The standard of development necessary for perfor- 
mance on the tract allocated to the tenant will be 
identical for that of land that has been sold on the 
market. 


The decision on compensation for land will impose on 
the tenant development protocols and timetables to be 
set for the entire zone. 


In places where giving rebates on the price of land has 
been customary pursuant to government decisions. com- 
pensation will be 25 percent of the assessed value or of 
the proceeds from sale on tender. provided that the 
revenues will be recorded on the full value and granting 
of the rebate will be made out of the state budget. 
Accordingly, compensation will not be made on the basis 
of a table of minimum reimbursements. 


In addition to what has been set forth above. the tenant 
will receive “agricultural compensation.’ Compensation 
will oe fixed for farm lands according to the type of 
crops. The Administration will seek the council's confir- 
mation of its proposal regarding the level of compensa- 
tion. 


Since the proposed compensation, which exceeds con- 
tractual obligations, is for the purpose of immediate 
repossession of land, what has been set forth above will 
apply only to a tenant who agrees to leave the land in 
return for payment of the compensation set forth above 
as final compensation. In any other case, the tenant will 
be bound exclusively by contractual terms. 


4. Terms and Times for Giving Compensation to the 
Tenant 


A. The tenant will be entitled to receive preliminary 
payments on the basis of the assessed value after return 
of the land to the Administration. 


The advance payments will be paid as set forth below: 
After publication of depositing of the plan. 20 percent. 


When the plan goes into effect. payment up to 60 
percent. 


B. The council will establish rules and criteria as neces- 
sary for making advance payments. 


C. The balance of final compensation will be conveyed to 
the tenant after sale of the land. 
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D. At the time that compensation or an advance pay- 
ment 1s made as set forth above. the tenant's existing 
lease contract will be amended and the Administration 1s 
to take action to arrange an in-perpetuity lease with the 
tenant while reducing the amount of land whose desig- 
nated use has changed from the total amount to which he 
is entitled by in-perpetuity contract according to the 
decisions of the Israel Lands Administration. 


E. All compensation to be paid depends on approval by 
the tax services of a schedule of tax payments due. 


F. The Ministers of the Treasury and Agriculture will 
appoint a committee to recommend necessary steps to be 
taken regarding water quotas. 


5. A Board for Selling Land Pursuant to the Decision 


4 board will be established to facilitate preparations for 
selling agncultural land. The board will operate under 
the auspices of the Israel Lands Administration and will 
be assisted by a steering committee of the Israel Lands 
Administration that will include the director-general of 
the Ministry of Housing and Construction, the chairman 
of the Planning Commission in the Ministry of the 
Interior and other representatives to be named by the 
Housing and Finance Ministers. 


The steering committee will invite to its mectings, as 
relevant. representatives of the government mmtstries 
and planning officers of the various districts, for discus- 
sions on specific plans. 


6. Selling Land Not in the Plan 


The Housing and Finance Ministers will appoint a 
committee to make a study. within 60 days. of the 
possibility of selling land not included in the plan. 


7. Development of the Site and Firancing 


4. Municipal taxes. including construction and develop- 
ment fees and improvement charges (including the pay- 
ment made by the Administration) will be deposited in a 
closed account for financing infrastructure for the site, 
including participation in infrastructure outside the 
bounds of the site. The local commission or the devel- 
opment authority. as relevant, will manage this fund. 


B. Developers on the site will be required to make 
development program payments as needed by develop- 
ment offers 


8. Managing Transactions During the Process 


It is recommended to approve and conduct transactions 
that the Administration. as confirmed by its directors, 
was obliged to carry out pursuant to Decisions Nos. 533 
and 611. and for which a detailed plan has been 
approved. which allows immediately obtaining building 
permits. provided that the following conditions are met: 


A. The tenant will fulfill to the letter every relevant 
requirement set by decisions of the Administration's 
directors, without any protest as to either money or 
assessment. 
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B. The development agreement to be signed will include 
the obligation to meet a short timetable 


C. Appropriate Execution Collateral will be Deposited 


It 1s also recommended that a committee of legal experts 
Study the transactions by which the Administration 
began operating pursuant to Decision Nos. $33 and 611 
and make recommendations regarding those cases in 
which, in its opinion, there 1s room to carry out the 
transactions pursuant to the above-cited decisions. as 
written or as amended. 


9. Decision No. 441 


The Commission recommends that the Israel Lands 
Administration clarify. and amend as necessary. Deci- 
sion No. 441, in order to assure that it will not be used tc 
circumvent the amended decision or, among othe 
things. increase the size of any holding to which Decision 
No. 441 1s applicable. 


The Administration shall have authority to set criteria 
enabling allocation of larger tracts of land. provided that 
it does conflict with anything said above. 


10. Kibbutz Arrangement 


The Commission recommends that. pursuant to the 
discussion regarding a settlement with the kibbutzim. 
decisions shall be made that link mutual assistance 
between the kibbutzim to the land. and that these 
decision be brought for debate and ratification to the 
Israel Lands Administration. 


11. Nullification 


The amended decision will take the place of Decisions 
Nos. 533 and 611. which will be null. 


Appendix 1 


The Causes Underlying the Decision To Nullify the 
Process of Ventures in Changing the Designated Use of 
Farm Land 


As set forth previously. the Israel Lands Administration 
decided in Decision No. 640 to freeze paragraphs 2B and 
3B of the decision. These paragraphs, which can be 
referred to as the venture paragraphs, absolutely conflict 
with a number of basic principles. It 1s worthwhile 
examining these issues in detail: 


1. Concentration of Ownership and Control 


The Basic Law: Israeli Lands. establishes that ownership 
of land in Israel (including state land and lands under the 
Jewish National Fund's development authority) shall not 
be transferred, whether by sale or by any other means. 
To achieve this purpose, the Israel Lands Administration 
law was passed. It establishes the Administration and 
provides that the Administration shall administer lands 
in Israel and that its council. to be appointed by the 
government. will establish the lands policy that the 
Administration is to carry out. An agreement between 
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the government and the Jewish National Fund provides 
that “the council will fix lands policy with a view 
towards enlarging the land’s absorptive capacity and 
preventing concentrated holdings of land in the hands of 
a few.” 


This legislation was intended to assure concentration of 
ownership and control of Israel’s lands in the govern- 
ment, for the purpose of effectuating national and eco- 
nomic goals. 


Contrary to the intention described above, a process of 
creating control and concentration of private ownership 
of land began in the wake of Decisions Nos. 533 and 611. 
Existing tenants of the lands to which Decision No. 611 
applied, and who chose the venture course, did this 
through partnerships, including attorneys and real estate 
developers. They took this step for two reasons: 


A. The need for help from people or companies expert in 
construction and development, including changes in 
designated use, getting plans approved and so forth. 


B. The need for financial assistance—the venture pro- 
cess entails high expenses, including payments of fees to 
local authorities and regional councils, land use planning 
and the like. Most tenants have no chance of financing 
these projects because of their financial and economic 
situations. 


Contractual arrangements granted partners an option on 
the land and created a situation in which, without their 
consent, no change in designated use, planning or con- 
struction was possible. In other words, these partners 
bought themselves control of lands that were supposed to 
undergo a change in designated use. 


Despite the fact that we have dealt so far with only a 
limited number of transactions, a worrisome trend 
towards creation of concentrated control has, as noted, 
already begun. This trend would have worsened if the 
venture paragraph had remained in effect. Land put up 
for sale by the Administration was divided among con- 
tractors into small parcels, which created the possibility 
of control by a single body over very large tracts of land. 


2. Perversion of the Planning and Construction Process 


The need exists for the existence of a central government 
function that can guide planning activity as an aspect of 
national planning and achieving national planning and 
economic goals, especially during a period in which there 
is a need for significantly expanding the extent of 
planned lands available for construction, in the country 
as a whole and in high-demand areas in particular. 


Shifting the initiative for changing designated use from 
the Administration (or planning institutions) to the 
tenants and their partners has, in effect, nullified the 
system’s ability to assure fidelity to existing planning 
principles or, alternatively, to establish planning princi- 
ples and policies. 
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This is not to say that the state must directly engage in 
planning; it would even be desirable to strengthen and 
complete the trend of soliciting planning work from 
outsiders. But that is no reason to abrogate the need for 
the existence of a central function that can guide and 
coordinate planning activity, particularly in a situation 
in which the desire exists to make massive and imme- 
diate divestitures of large tracts of land. 


The process created by Decision No. 611’s venture 
paragraph contradicts that. 


The venture process, naturally, has been accompanied by 
operation of a system of pressures (which was destined to 
continue and get stronger if had not been frozen) that has 
contributed to perversion of the appropriate planning 
process. 


In the opinion of interested parties, including the Israel 
Lands Administration and the Ministry of the Interior’s 
Planning Commission, the venture option should be 
eliminated so as to permit existence of a controlled 
planning process. 


3. Undesirable Distribution of Worth 


A need exists to prevent transfer of a considerable 
portion of the economic worth of lands owned by the 
state to land holders who have received the land for 
limited purposes only. Shifting assets from the state to 
holders of land whose designated use has changed and 
whose value has immeasurably increased constitutes, in 
effect, allocation of state resources without a budget that 
has been ratified through legislation. 


Decisions Nos. 533 and 611 in effect have created a 
redistribution of the national capital. In this, the Admin- 
istration has arrogated to itself a function that it does not 
have. 


The venture paragraph provides that after payment of 51 
percent of the value of the land as determined by the 
assessor's appraisal, the tenant receives a new lease 
agreement for land that is no longer agricultural. 


Given that this payment is based on an assessor's 
appraisal (and not on a price set by the market), it 1s no 
exaggeration to claim that the true, unstated value in the 
venture clause stands at 60-70 percent of the value of the 
land after a change in its designated use, and even more. 


4. Exemption From Market Sales 


The venture paragraph rested on an exemption, made by 
the Administration’s decisions themselves, as well as in 
law and sales regulations, from the obligation to seli !and 
on the market. 


Granting such a sweeping exemption conflicts with the 
spirit of the law, its intent and the purposes that the 
legislators sought to effect when they passed the law 
requiring market sales, which was designed, in part, to 
assure equal standing and opportunity. 
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These considerations, and other reasons, including the 
fact that the mechanism proposed in paragraph 3B did 
not bring about the declared objective of Decisions Nos. 
533 and 611, imposed on the government (and the Israel 
Lands Administration) a duty to made a significant 
change in its operation and to freeze the venture para- 


graph. 
Appendix 2 


Restricting Application of Decision No. 611 as 
Amended 


The primary motive behind adopting Decisions Nos. 
§33 and 611 of the Israel Lands Administration was the 
desire of tenants of agricultural land to act as the 
Administration’s partner in making changes in desig- 
nated use of agricultural lands, in order to make signif- 
icantly more land available for home construction. 
Making more land available was important at the time 
that Decision No. 533 was made (May 1992), just as it 1s 
important even today, in light of the increase in the 
state’s population during these years and of the direction 
of development in Israel. Further, one may say that when 
the decision was made, the Administration did not take 
into account some considerations that the Commission 
found worthy of discussion. In the Commission’s view, 
the considerations to be set forth below require estab- 
lishment of an abridged framework for applying the new 
decision: 


1. The extent of lands that need a change in designated 
use in order to meet the economy’s immediate and 
future construction needs. 


2. The decision on distributing proceeds from the state to 
agricultural tenants according to the new designated use 
of the land, rather than according to the harm actually 
caused the tenant, is in the nature of distributing assets 
jointly held by every citizen of the state. The proceeds 
from selling lands in high-demand areas are liable to 
reach $100,000, and even more, per dunam. A change in 
designated use might lead to transfer of a major portion 
of these proceeds from the state (the land owner and 
initiator of the changes) to tenants who received the land 
in the past for agricultural purposes. 


3. In the context of paragraph 2 above, the cost of 
applying the decisions and their social consequences. 


4. Some of these tenants are corporations that profit 
from working agricultural lands, but there is no connec- 
tion between the corporation or its owner and agricul- 
tural settlement. Thousands and possibly tens of thou- 
sands of dunams are to be found in the hands of such 
corporations. 


The Commission weighed these considerations and con- 
cluded that they justified restricting application of the 
decision. 


The criteria for applying the decision, in the Commis- 
sion’s opinion, therefore ought to be: 
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1. Restricting application of the decision to tenants for 
whom agricultural settlement is their way of life. 


2. Restricting application such that basic principles of 
social justice are observed in allocating proceeds from 
sales of land. The decision will limit the land for which 
special compensation will be paid in accordance with the 
number of families that lease it. 


A. Way of Life 


The discussion about changes in designated use of land is 
the direct result of economic and urban developments in 
Israel, the change that has occurred in recent years in 
land use and the need to redefine the national order of 
priorities in land use. 


The change in using and exploiting land is only part of 
the process through which agricultural settlement is 
going. 


The property implications for agricultural settlement’s 
way of life in Israel can be seen in decisions made by the 
government and the Israel Lands Administration, 
including the definition of property—in Decisions Nos. 
8 and 9, of 5 July 1966, of the Israel Lands Administra- 
tion, that it 1s “those agricultural lands as determined by 
the Minister of Agriculture in consultation with the 
Planning Commission, in possession of the state, the 
Jewish National Fund or the Development Administra- 
tion, or which were leased for an extended period to a 
settler for the purpose of earning a livelihood from 
agricultural tracts that have been or will be developed 
therein.” 


Apparently, the Administration can act pursuant to 
contracts with tenants by which the Administration 
takes control of any land in which a change in designated 
use is made. In light of this fact, the Commission 
proposes compensating tenants for reversion of land to 
the Administration, on conditions and terms to be set 
forth below. 


The Commission was aware that there are moshav 
tenants who have only recently arrived or whose prin- 
cipal income is not agricultural. It may not be appro- 
priate to impose the recommendations on them because 
a change in designated use does not entail a change in 
their way of life. But since such a decision 1s liable, on 
the one hand, to affect the possibility of changing the 
designated use and of planning tracts and contiguous 
plots, and since distinctions between neighbors who live 
in the same settlement can cause social crises on the 
other, the Commission recommends that no such dis- 
tinctions be made. 


B. Social Justice and Preventing Rents and Petty Enrich- 
ment 


As we have already stated, the significance of the deci- 
sion lies in the transfer of assets and capital from the 
commonwealth to small groups of people. The Commis- 
sion, accordingly, deems it worthwhile to reduce this 
transfer in order to minimize the affront to social justice. 
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What the Commission proposes is that the amended 
decision apply only to lands leased by agricultural set- 
tlers who have leased their lands for the purpose of 
realizing an agriculiural settlement way of life and whose 
primary income ts agricultural. 


Moshav tenants will be subject to a condition requiring 
that most of their income come from farming or that the 
tenant have held his lease to the land for at least 10 years. 


As for other tenants, the Commission recommends that 
the state act pursuant to the lease agreement. 


The decision on compensation proposed above shall 
apply to lands not designated for use in housing, 
industry, commerce, tourism and recreation. 


B. The new decision will apply to lands leased pursuant 
to the terms set forth in Decisions Nos. 8 and 9 issued by 
the Israel Lands Administration on 5 July 1966, or lands 
to which those decisions apply. Contractual provisions 
shall govern other agricultural lands. 


C. On a kibbutz, cooperative moshav, workers’ moshav 
or cooperative village, the lands to which the decision 
will apply are: the product of multiplying the number of 
installation units operated on the settlement on 11 July 
1992 (when Decision No. 553 went into effect) by the 
size of the institution according to data of the Planning 
Commission in the Ministry of Agriculture. 


D. The decision will apply to lands that were allocated 
on property terms before 11 May 1992, when Decision 
No. 533 went into effect, according to data of the 
Planning Commission available for that period. 


E. The decision will not apply to pasture lands and rocky 
ground. Clearing of these tracts will be done without 
compensation. 


Legal scholars believe that legislation is needed to enact 
and apply the recommendations regarding compensa- 
tion. Thus, the recommendation is that enforcement be 
frozen until the issue is resolved and legislation (if 
needed) is final. During the freeze period, the Adminis- 
tration will be able to act on the basis of agreements with 
tenants reflecting the recommendations and provided 
that the stated conditions exist. 


The Commission further recommends that a team con- 
sisting of representatives of the government, Treasury 
and Administration legal advisors discuss the possibility 
of giving compensation as set forth to tenants whose 
primary income comes from farming and that the deci- 
sion not apply to them. Compensation to them would be 
justified provided that it be based only on the size of the 
family holding. 


Appendix 3 


Distribution of Proceeds From Change in Designated Use 


The Israeli Government's lands policy is expressed in 
current legislation: The Basic Law: Israeli Lands, the 
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Israeli Lands Act, and the Israel Lands Administration 
Act. On the basis of this policy, a system of contracts has 
developed between those who lease land from the state and 
the Israel Lands Administration, by which the Israel Lands 
Administration **...shall administer lands in Israel.” 


Most lease contracts between the Administration and 
agricultural settlers include a clause unequivocally pro- 
viding that if there is any change in the land’s designated 
use, it shall revert to the Administration in return for 
payment of compensation for agricultural investment in 
the land. 


By contrast to what has been said above in Administra- 
tion decisions (Nos. 533 and 611), reference is no longer 
made to payment of compensation but instead to 
transfer of capital from the commonwealth (the state) to 
a small sector of the public that has received lands solely 
for agricultural use. 


Contrary to customary and accepted practices, by which 
the transfer of resources from the state to private economic 
interests requires budgeting in the national budget after 
study and consideration of the order of priorities by the 
government and the Knesset, what is occurring here is the 
transfer of billions without budgeting or proper notice. 


Like any other asset held by the state, state lands can serve 
as a source for underwriting government activities, in 
accordance with the order of priorities as the government 
has set them and as confirmed by the Knesset. In light of 
what has been said above, the need exists, in our opinion, 
to establish that proceeds be given to a farmer for repos- 
session of his land by the Administration at a rate no 
higher than 25 percent of its value after a change in 
designated use. Our recommendation 1s that compensation 
of 25 percent be made until 1995; after then, however, the 
rate of compensation should be made at a lower rate, to be 
set by the government within three months. 


It must also be remembered that the resources trans- 
ferred from the government to the agricultural sector by 
entering into debt agreements have occupied an honor- 
able place on the government's order of priorities in 
recent years and, so far as can be seen, will maintain that 
position in the next two years as well. 


Appendix 4 


Tax Aspects 
Property assets present a number of tax problems today: 


A. Capital tax—Imposed on land for construction until 
completion of the construction. The tax is imposed at a 
rate of 2.5 percent for individual persons and 1.2 percent 
for corporations. 


B. Improvement tax—This tax resembles the capital 
gains tax and is applied to the value of improvements 
made on land. The tax rate is 50 percent, but on lands 
that were bought (or leased) before 1961, the tax is 
imposed at lower rates as follows: 
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Acquisition up till 1948 (inclusive)}—the land holder 
(owner or tenant) pays tax on improvements for sale at 
the rate of 12 percent while for all years after 1948, the 
tax rate goes up one percent for each year to a maximum 
of 24 percent. 


Most of the agricultural lands we are dealing with enjoy 
a reduced rate. 


C. Improvement fee—Imposed by force of the Planning 
and Construction Act on improvements deriving from 
planning actions. The fee 1s paid to the local commission 
for financing activities specified in the law. The 
improvement fee rate 1s 50 percent. 


The local commission imposes on agricultural tenants an 
improvement fee at the reduced rate of 10 percent. In 
doing so, it is relying on a provision in the Planning and 
Construction Act that permits it to do so in cases in 
which activities financed by the fee are done on the basis 
of calculations made within the commission but which 
do not fall on the commission. It is clear, however, that 
this practice exploits the provision and 1s contrary to 
legislative intent, for this 1s a matter not of a minor 
enlargement of a settlement but of construction of new 
neighborhoods in need of development and infrastruc- 
ture work that, according to the law, is to be financed by 
the improvement fee. 


The improvement fee 1s deducted from the improvement 
for the purpose of calculating the improvement tax. 


There are two other relevant taxes: A purchase tax on 
iand and apartments and a value added tax on new 
apartments. 


The main problems arising from the above description: 


A. Differing tax rates without substantive justification 
depending on the time of purchase or rental of land. 


B. The proliferation of collection systems that the devel- 
oper must contact and satisfy, bureaucratic intransigence 
and construction delays. 


C. The effective tax is very high, which raises the price of 
land and apartments. 


D. A negative incentive to use land in order to offer it for 
construction tenders. 


Appendix § 


Execution Mechanism 


Apart from the fundamental ownership and planning 
issues relating to changes ‘‘on paper” in designated use of 
agricultural land, and which are taken up in other 
sections of this report, the Commission also dealt with 
the mechanism for executing planned changes 1n use at a 
statutory level and preparing whatever is necessary for 
realizing these plans. 


The discussion about the mechanism needed to accom- 
plish changes in designated use of agricultural land 
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cannot occur except within the framework of a broader 
view of the economy's development and construction 
needs and the government's role in bringing these about. 


A number of forecasts of Israel’s housing needs have 
been prepared in recent years. Most of the forecasts 
indicate a need for some 40,000-50,000 housing units on 
average in each of the coming years. In accordance with 
these predictions, the government also set quantitative 
targets for selling land for housing construction, 
requiring the Administration and the Ministry of 
Housing and Construction to sell land for construction 
of 50,000 housing units each year. 


This assignment recently has proved to be extremely 
problematic because of the plethora of impediments to 
projects in the form of archaeological sites requiring the 
attention of the Antiquities Authority, ever tougher 
standards set by the environmental agencies, difficulties 
in private and state evacuation from sites such as mili- 
tary camps, and so forth. 


In light of the need to tackle these problems in the 
framework of plans for state lands in differing stages of 
planning and execution, and in light of the fact that most 
of them derive from state institutions themselves, the 
Commission thought it appropriate to recommend that 
the execution mechanism rely also on outside experts. 


Even so, it 1s clear that a number of stages in the process 
must continue to be performed by the state itself, in 
order to assure success and preserve the principles that 
the government has set. 


Accordingly, the Commission recommends the fol- 
lowing: 


1. Creation of a board to see to preparations for selling 
agricultural land. It will be subordinate to the director of 
the Israel Lands Administration and be assisted by a 
steering committee, under the auspices of the Adminis- 
tration’s director, to include the director-general of the 
Ministry of Housing and Construction, the chairman of 
the Planning Commission in the Ministry of the Interior 
and other representatives to be named by the Housing 
and Finance Ministers. 


2. The function of the board will be to deal with 
agricultural land whose designated use has changed 
within this framework, from the stage when the land 
rights holder or the state announces its intention to 
change the designated use through preparing the paper 
work for offering the land for sale and developing it in 
accordance with ratified plans. 


This management can be done through the Ministry of 
Housing and Construction or through outside parties. 


The selling itself can be done by the state solely through 
tenders in order to assure the maximum return for rights 
holders. 


3. Drawing on the services of architects, the board will 
solicit advance opinions from the steering committee 
concerning every plot of land to fall under its jurisdiction. 
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4. Selling unplanned land: 


The Commission recommends that the Ministers of 
Housing and Construction and the Treasury appoint a 
team to make a study, within 60 days, of the possibility 
of selling unplanned land. The Commission recom- 
mends that the general guidelines in this endeavor be: 


Preventing creation of a local land monopoly and incen- 
tives and tines for planning and preparing sales 
according to a fixed and compulsory timetable. In any 
event, transfer of rights to land in advance must be 
prevented. 


Appendix 6 


The Background to Passage of Decisions Nos. 533 and 
611 


On I! May 1992, the Israel Lands Administration 
passed a decision (No. 533) on a new policy for agricul- 
tural lands whose designated use has changed. The 
decision came about out of fear of a shortage of land 
available for construction, and its goal was to bring 
about a significant increase in the acreage of land for 
construction. 


Land reserves for construction in high-demand areas are 
shrinking. The great majority of these reserves are lands 
designated for agricultural use. The nation’s accelerated 
need for development on the one hand, and, on the other, 
the slow and cumbersome procedure for shifting land to a 
state of readiness for construction, created and continue to 
create ever greater gaps between supply and demand. 


The long period of time needed until land will be at the 
disposal of the construction process like any other pro- 
duction component requires a steady flow of lands into 
the supply of lands available for the planning process 
(from farm land to planned land with a building permit). 


Accordingly, a massive stream of land 1s needed. This goal 
was the basis for the decision, which was designed to 
encourage changes in the designated use of agricultural 
land. 


The decision established that in any case in which the 
initiator of the change in designated use was the Israel 
Lands Administration or the state had an interest in 
changing the designated use, two possible courses of 
action existed: 


|. The tenant would restore the land to the Administra- 
tion, the lease contract would be annulled and the tenant, 
in return, would receive compensation at the rate of 25 
percent of the value of the land, as determined by an 
appraisal by the government assessor, after the change in 
designated use. 


In addition, the tenant would be entitled to compensa- 
tion for any investment that he made in the land, 
provided that the total compensation would not exceed 
4() percent of the above stated land value. 
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2. The tenant (or anyone on his behalf) could continue to 
lease the land even after the change in designated use. 
This would occur after payment of capitalized lease rents 
at the rate of 51 percent of their value after the change in 
designated use according to the government assessor's 
estimate, and signing of a capitalized lease contract (9] 
percent). In that case, the tenant would be subject to the 
improvement fee. 


The Administration’s decision constitutes a change con- 
trary to the longstanding policy of the Israel Lands 
Administration as expressed in its lease contracts. which 
include a clause requiring reversion of land to the 
Administration upon a change in designated use. The 
clause provides that the tenant is entitled to compensa: 
tion for his investment in land and for abrogation of hi: 
rights to it. 


On 13 October 1993, the Administration adopted ; 
decision (No. 611) that supersedes No. 533. The change 
it makes are as follows: 


1. If the tenant chooses reversion of his land to the 
Administration, and the Administration offers the land 
for sale, the tenant will receive 25 percent of its value 
from the sale proceeds. 


2. The Administration is authorized to decide, before the 
change in designated use is made, which of the decisions 
it will choose. 


3. The Administration is authorized to decide that it will 
permit the tenant do the planning. 


B. On April 6, 1994, the Administration adopted a 
decision (No. 640) to govern its actions, prohibiting any 
acts pursuant to paragraphs 2B and 3B of Decision No. 
611 and ceasing all proceedings begun on the basis of 
these provisions. The effect of this decision is that the 
tenant will be able only to return his land to the Admin- 
istration and will not be able to become a land developer 
or prepare the land himself. 


On 7 April 1994, the Finance and Housing Ministers 
appointed the Commission to make recommendations 
regarding appropriate courses of action concerning changes 
in designated use of agricultural lands and their sale. 


Air Force Graduates Include Religious Settlers 
94440091D Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 30 Jun 94 p 1 


[Article by Aryeh Kizal] 


[Text] At the pilots’ course graduation ceremony, which 
will be taking place this evening as part of the Air Force 
Day celebrations, the graduates will march across the 
flying school parade ground, as they do every year. But 
unlike earlier years, students from the collective agricul- 
tural settlements will make up only 28 percent of the 
finishing class. 
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The kibbutzniks and moshavniks are losing their lead 
more and more. Just two years ago, their proportion was 
no less than 46 percent of the graduates, and the drop in 
numbers is dramatic. The air force journal, which exam- 
ined the statistics of the graduates, reports that 72 
percent of today’s graduation class come from the city. 
Two years ago, students from the city made up only 54 
percent. 


And another interesting statistic: two years ago, there 
was not one Orthodox student taking the course. Today, 
5 percent of those finishing the course wear knitted 
skullcaps, and some are settlers’ sons. 


One of them is Y., an attack helicopter pilot. His parents 
and several of his 14 brothers and sisters recently moved 
to a settlement on the Gaza Strip. “In my house,” he 
explains, “they have adopted, to some extent, the same 
approach that prevails in the pilots’ course, that says you 
must always do your maximum. My parents see raising 
children as an important and vital enterprise. They really 
take it with the the greatest seriousness. 


Brigadier (Res.) Ran Pakar, former commander of the 
air force flying school says that the proportion of yearly 
graduates who come from the collective agricultural 
settlements will continue this downward trend in coming 
years. “Up until the Six-Day War, they clearly domi- 
nated the course. This especially stood out in the number 
of squadron commanders and deputy commanders who 
came from the collective agricultural settlements. They 
were the majority. As early as the Six-Day War and right 
after it—when I was a squadron commander—I already 
noticed a sharp change. More and more from the city, 
especially from Ramat Hasharon and Tel Aviv, were 
reaching the course and passing it. 


‘In the seventies, ’’ Pakar continues, “I noticed a distinct 
drop in the number from the collective agricultural 
settlements taking the course. I can explain that if I] say 
that if in the past being a “natural pilot’ meant driving 
the plane well—then the the moshavniks and kib- 
butzniks, who sat behind the wheel from a relatively 
early age, and had a technical knack, enjoyed a relative 
advantage. Over the years, the force became more 
sophisticated, more electronic, more advanced. Today a 
pilot needs technical know-how and a very strong back- 
ground in advanced systems. For that reason, students 
from the city who have graduated the natural sciences 
track in good schools, have begun to predominate in the 
course more and more.”’ 


Pakar emphasizes that all through the years Orthodox 
have succeeded in being accepted to the pilot’s course, 
and some have reached top posts. “I have no doubt that 
in the Hesder Yeshiva sector, too, they understand today 
that becoming a pilot is a worthwhile investment. While 
in the past, they went only to good battle units [attached] 
to the land branch, today they are ready to take upon 
themselves the challenge of being a pilot.’ The religious 
sector, which was formerly mainly humanistic, has also 
undergone a certain revolution. They want to penetrate 
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many more sectors of the population, and it is only 
natural that they also reach the pilot's course. This shows 
progress.” 


Who is the pilot of the late nineties? According to the 
Statistics, he is a native Israeli, graduate of the natural 
sciences track, usually a**sandwich child,” the son of an 
engineer; he hates literature—and loves physics. The 
graduate of the pilot’s course today has proximately 2.6 
siblings. Thirty percent of graduates have a father or 
brother who served on an air crew. 


The graduates’ favorite leisure-time activity is listening 
to music; then, reading the newspaper, and only after 
that, reading books. Watching television and going to the 
theater are at the bottom of their list of preferences. And 
what were the reasons that led them to volunteer for the 
course? Most of the graduates say that self-realization, 
challenge, ambition, prestige, and Zionism are what led 
them to volunteer for the course. 


QATAR 


Foreign Minister on Arab-Israeli Talks 
94AE0156A Doha AL-SHARQ tn Arabic 19 Jul 94 p 3 


[Report on press conference held by Qatari Foreign 
Minister Shaykh Hamad Bin-Jasim Bin-Jabr Al Thani at 
Doha Sheraton Hotel on 18 July 1994: “Foreign Min- 
ister Clarifies Qatar’s Position on Current Arab Issues”’] 


[Text] At a press conference he held yesterday, His 
Excellency Foreign Minister Hamad Bin-Jasim Bin-Jabr 
Al Thani has clarified Qatar’s position on numerous 
current Arab issues, asserting that the State of Qatar 
adheres to principles before interests; that it will not, 
therefore, deal with Israel until progress is achieved 
along the Syrian and Lebanese tracks; and that any 
progress in relations with Israel 1s conditional upon its 
return of the territories it occupied in 1967. 


Minutes of Conference 


His Excellency Foreign Minister Shaykh Hamad Bin- 
Jasim Bin-Jabr Al Thani opened his conference at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Doha at 1020 yesterday. The confer- 
ence was attended by a large number of chief editors, 
editorial managers, representatives of local, Arab. and 
international papers and news agencies, invited guests, 
and officials of the Ministry of Information and Culture. 
Opening the conference, his excellency welcomed the 
brother journalists and media people and said, “I hope I 
will be able to answer the questions you raise. | am 
prepared to receive questions.” 


[Question] In the past year and a half, Qatar adopted 
foreign policy positions that seemed to be tantamount to 
opposition within the GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] 
and to recording reservations and different positions 
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vis-a-vis Iran, Iraq, Yemen, and future relations with 
Israel. How do you interpret these positions to the 
outside world? 


[Al Thani] Regarding Qatar’s recent policy, the fact 1s 
that after considering the latest international conditions 
in a world that has been changing rapidly and under- 
going swift developments, we have had to evaluate our 
past and current policy. We will also evaluate our policy 
in the future and if there is a fault, we will correct it. As 
for our relations with Iran, we can say that we cannot 
ignore a major neighboring country that has its weight in 
the region. We deal accordingly with Iran, especially 
since we haven't seen any hostility on its part toward 
Qatar or any provocations or acts that indicate that there 
is illwill. We try to have friendly relations with Iran. 
There is no doubt that Iran has problems in the region, 
especially with the UAE [United Arab Emirates] over the 
islands. We in Qatar believe that this issue must be 
resolved peacefully or be referred to the International 
Court of Justice. A peaceful solution is, in my opinion, 
the ideal solution to resolve the region’s issues. 


As for our relations with Iraq, I repeat that we are 
committed to the UN and Security Council resolutions. 
But we don’t wish to punish the Iraqi people. You are 
talking of humanitarian cases, and we must consider 
them seriously. 


Regarding the Yemen issue, we declared from the outset 
our support for the Security Council resolutions. How- 
ever, we say that we are for Yemen’s unity because it is 
the Yemeni people’s demand, and we respect the 
Yemeni people's decision. We have also said that we will 
not interfere in Yemen’s or other countries’ domestic 
affairs because we don’t accept anybody’s intervention 
in our affairs. We have supported Yemen, especially 
since the Security Council and the five major powers 
didn’t welcome the secession decision made by the YSP 
{Yemeni Socialist Party] in Yemen. I believe that it is in 
the region’s future interest that Yemen remain united. 


[Question] How can Qatar fit these different positions 
within the GCC’s framework? 


[Al Thani] We don’t try to do so. I try to talk with my 
colleagues in the GCC on this issue at all meetings. But 
there is a difference of opinion in this regard. To date, we 
haven't succeeded in persuading our brothers in the 
GCC to adopt the policies that must be practiced and 
developed within the GCC. 


Court of Justice Decision 


[Question] The International Court of Justice [ICJ] in 
the Hague has made its decision, which supports the 
Qatari viewpoint. The decision gives the two states 
involved a five-month grace period to submit a joint or 
separate request. In case Bahrain refuses to submit such 
a request, will Qatar proceed to carry out these mea- 
sures? 
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[Al Thani] The two countries have declared their adher- 
ence to the decision of the ICJ, which has allowed both 
countries to submit either a joint or a separate request. 
The State of Qatar is committed to the court decision. 
We are committed to resolving this dispute between the 
two fraternal countries by legal and peaceful means. 


[Question] What point has the issue of delineating the 
Qatari-Saudi border reached? 


[Al Thani] This issue is still pending. It has been agreed 
that an already existing committee will lay down the 
bases for delineating the border. But this issue is frozen 
now. 


Boycott Disappears When Its Causes Disappear 


[Question] We believe that the issue of relations with 
Israel needs further clarification. There is talk about 
plans that are under way for future cooperation between 
Qatar and Israel within a Middle Eastern framework. 
There 1s also talk about Qatar's adherence to the Arab 
boycott of Israel. We would like a clarification on this 
issue. 


[Al Thani] Regarding cooperation with Israel, there are 
no relations with Israel to start with. However, there 
were meetings, and I mentioned them at the time, 
between me and Mr. Peres. In those meetings, we looked 
forward to relations after disappearance of the causes 
that led or forced the Arab states to boycott Israel. These 
causes are Israel’s occupation of Arab territories. If they 
are eliminated, I believe that there will be no objection to 
the presence of cooperation between us. The thing is that 
there is a problem. If this problem is settled, then there is 
no reason for the boycott. 


[Question] It is reiterated that there 1s a crisis in the 
Qatari-Egyptian relations. We would like a clarification 
on this issue. 


[Al Thani] Our relations with Egypt are old and firm. We 
in Qatar are always keen on these relations. There is no 
crisis with Egypt. There might be disagreement in 
opinion but disagreement in opinion doesn’t spoil the 
cause of friendship. 


Qatari Opinion 


[Question] You have said that there are Qatari observa- 
tions on some Gulf policies and that these observations 
seek to develop GCC action. What is the nature of these 
observations? 


[Al Thani] Qatar is keen on the GCC. This 1s a course 
that our policy follows. But we believe that we have to 
develop GCC action, both political and economic, so it 
will serve the region’s peoples. If we have disagreed 
within the GCC on anything, then it 1s disagreement in 
the interest of the region’s peoples. There is no doubt 
that there is difference, and we believe that it is a 
difference that reflects a Qatari opinion which may be 
right or may be wrong. 
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[Question] Bahrain has issued an invitation for a 
meeting with your excellency. What is your position on 
this invitation? 


[Al Thani] To begin, I would like to point out that the 
two countries have accepted the decision of the ICJ, and 
this is reflected in the statements issued by both of them. 
As for a joint or independent request, the court has made 
its decision and the two countries have welcomed it. As 
to how this decision is implemented, we hope that the 
two countries will adhere to the decision as long as they 
have accepted it. 


As for the message addressed to me by Shaykh 
Muhammad Bin Mubarak, I have answered it and wel- 
comed the idea. We have told them through our repre- 
sentative at the court that we have no objection to any 
cooperation as long as it leads to results. 


We Are Prepared for Any Mediation 


[Question] The role performed by Qatar in the GCC is 
based on the change occurring in the region. Can Qatar 
play a positive role in approximating viewpoints of the 
region’s countries? 


[Al Thani] If we can be of any use in approximating 
viewpoints or in playing a role inside or outside the 
region, then we will spare no effort in this regard. We 
seek peace and tranquillity in the region and beyond and 
we have no objection to exploiting any relations that we 
have to settle any conflict among the brothers. We have 
no objection to Qatar mediating between any two Arab 
countries. 


[Question] It is noticed that Qatar adheres to principles 
at the expense of interests. For example, when Israel 
asked to be supplied with Qatari gas, Qatar asked Israel 
to work for the success of the peace process along all 
tracks, especially the Syrian-Lebanese track. How is 
Qatar able to reconcile principles with interests? 


[Al Thani] Regrettably, there is no doubt that we find 
that in our new world, interests overwhelm principles. 
But in Qatar, we adhere to principles before interests. 
Accordingly, we will not deal with Israel until progress 1s 
achieved along the Syrian-Lebanese track. We hope that 
this progress will be achieved promptly because Qatar 
will not sacrifice its principles for financial or economic 
position. 


We Respect Arab Consensus 


[Question] If it is permissible to say that Qatar’s policy is 
different from that of its Gulf neighbors, then to what 
degree do Arabs and the Gulf respond to the Qatari 
policy that has proven recently that it is beneficial? 


[Al Thani] To begin, Qatar doesn’t disagree with and 
doesn’t swerve from Arab consensus. We respect Arab 
consensus in all issues. Qatar has proven this in the 
recent and distant Arab history. As for Qatar’s economic 
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relations and for relations being harmed by certain 
positions, there are principles which are inarguable to us. 


We are keen to see that the Arab nation’s or the GCC’s 
decision is clear and unanimous. We are keen not to say 
that we have agreed when we are in disagreement. In the 
GCC, we agreed in the past but each member state acted 
independently. We have to discuss issues frankly. If we 
disagree, we should disagree clearly and for obvious 
reasons. Such disagreement shouldn't spoil the cause of 
friendship. 


[Question] You have referred to the profound Qatari- 
Egyptian relations and you said that there is disagree- 
ment in viewpoints between the two countries. Is Qatar 
exerting efforts to resolve these disagreements? 


[Al Thani] There are disagreements in viewpoints with 
Egypt on some political positions. But they aren't deep 
disagreements that damage relations or merit reevalua- 
tion by the two countries. If there is a misunderstanding 
or a problem with Egypt, then we are keen on discussing 
it with the brothers in Egypt frankly and immediately out 
of our concern for relations between the two countries. 


[Question] Qatar recently permitted Kuwaiti citizens to 
enter it with personal identity cards. Will this decision 
encompass all Gulf citizens, especially Bahraini 
brothers? 


[Al Thani] We have no objection to the entry of any Gulf 
citizen to Qatar with a personal identity card. We can 
affirm this officially now. Bahraini brothers are a part of 
the GCC and regardless of our disagreements, we respect 
and appreciate them. We have no objection to having 
them as the first Gulf citizens who enter Qatar with 
personal identity cards 


[Question] You have said that there are causes that led to 
the Arab boycott of Israel and that if these causes are 
eliminated, relations with Israel will be normalized. Do 
we understand that elimination of the causes means 
elimination of the Israeli occupation or just progress 
along the political track? 


[Al Thani] To us, progress means returning all the Arab 
territories occupied in 1967 in accordance with issued 
Security Council resolutions and with what was agreed 
upon at the Madrid conference. 


Just Disagreement of Viewpoints 


[Question] In your latest visit to the United States and 
your meeting with Secretary Christopher, disagreement 
in opinions surfaced at the press conference. The U.S. 
secretary talked about his country’s observations on 
Qatar’s relations with some of the region’s countries. So, 
what is your assessment of the Qatari-U.S. relations? 


[Al Thani] We appreciate the viewpoints of the U.S. 
brothers. What happens 1s a part of the disagreements 
that may crop up between us and any other country. 
Even though the United States is an ally and a friend, 
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this doesn’t mean that we agree with it on everything. We 
disagree with it on regional issues because we believe 
that we know our affairs better than others. Therefore, 
we cannot display hostility to any neighboring countries 
without reason. Even though we disagree on this, there 1s 
strong agreement on numerous viewpoints between 
Qatar and the United States. 


[Question] Disagreements over Iraq and Iran aren’t just 
disagreements in viewpoints with the United States 
because the United States has a firm policy in this 
regard. 


{Al Thani] We assert that they are disagreements in 
viewpoints. On the Iraq issue, we have asked no more 
than implementation of international law. We are com- 
mitted to this. This resolves part of the U.S. beliefs. 
[sentence as published] The relations with Iran are 
relations with a neighboring country. We cannot adopt 
anybody else's policy in this respect, regardless of how 
strong our relations are with them. We have our own 
foreign policy and our own viewpoint on this issue. 


[Question] Qatari-Saudi relations are a fundamental 
issue in the GCC and some believe that they are the basis 
for Qatar’s new political positions in the GCC. How do 
you view these relations? 


{Al Thani] Relations with the kingdom are firm, old. and 
everlasting. His highness the country’s redeemed amir 1s 
bound by firm and strong relations to his brother the 
custodian of the two holy mosques. Relations will always 
move along this line and this track. 


We don’t disagree with the brothers in the kingdom for 
the sake of disagreement. Such disagreement isn’t part of 
Qatar’s policy or of its principles. If we have disagreed in 
opinion on something, then the disagreement is in our 
interest and in the interest of the brothers in the 
kingdom. This disagreement isn’t to spite anybody or 
just for the sake of disagreement. We always hope to add 
trust between the two sides to the strong relations 
between the kingdom and Qatar. We in Qatar are keen 
on strengthening our relations and our ties with all the 
brothers in the GCC. 


Jordan’s Circumstances Are Difficult 


[Question] How would you characterize Qatari- 
Jordanian relations under the current circumstances? 


{Al Thani] Qatari-Jordanian relations are firm because 
his highness the redeemed amir and his majesty the king 
are bound by old relations. Our relations with Jordan are 
founded on a clear and solid basis. We believe that 
Jordan is undergoing difficult circumstances. As Arab 
countries, it 1s our duty to support it in these current 
circumstances because it is a part of the Arab world and 
Arab people. We must support Jordanians and must not 
complicate their problems further. Rather, we should 
alleviate these problems. If there was a miusunder- 
standing of viewpoints in the past because of Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait, then I believe that with our 
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leaders’ wisdom and their vision of the developments, 
we can dress these wounds and turn a new leaf. As for the 
assessment of relations with Jordan, I say that they are 
excellent. 


[Question] A Jordanian-U.S.-Israeli summit wall be held 
Shortly. What 1s your comment on it? 


[Al Thani] We hope that this summit will add to the 
peace process. As for our comment on this meeting. we 
believe that Jordan is undergoing difficult circum- 
stances. We have heard that there are U.S. promises to 
cancel debts owed by Jordan if a direct meeting is held 
with the Israelis. 


Accordingly, we believe that Jordan has no option but to 
proceed along this path because there are no other 
solutions available to it. If we cannot help Jordan as we 
should, then we shouldn't deny it an opportunity avail- 
able to it. | believe that this opportunity will add to the 
peace process. 


He Hasn't Added Anything New 


{ Question] How does Qatar view the Damascus declara- 
tion now that four years have passed since the Gulf 
crisis? Do you believe in the declaration’s efficiency 
now? 


[Al Thani] We are a part of this declaration. To be very 
honest, we had, insofar as understanding between Arab 
states and assistance to deserving Arab countries are 
concerned, a dream or ideas of a new Arab world. 


It is on these bases that the declaration was founded. It 
doesn’t swerve from the Arab League and it should be 
the basis and the source around which we rally. But this 
declaration has added nothing new in the interest of the 
Arab countries, or even in the interest of the eight 
[signatory] states. Even though the declaration is no 
more than good intentions, we hope that these intentions 
will be translated into good deeds in the future. 


We Welcome Arab Summit 


[Question] Do you think that the time is suitable for 
holding an Arab summit to contain these disagreements? 


[Al Thani] We welcome any Arab summit and we hope 
that such a summit will be the beginning for ‘melting’ the 
ice between the Arab countries. 


[Question] The Yemen crisis has provided a great lesson 
regarding the true influence of the GCC when it moves 
outside the international framework. Will the GCC 
benefit from this lesson? 


[Al Thani] We have had an explicit and clear position in 
the GCC vis-a-vis the Yemen crisis. There is no doubt 
that there are lessons that must be utilized in the future, 
not just from the Yemen crisis but from all other 
international crises and from the developments, [to 
determine] by what degree and in what civilized way we 
should intervene to settle conflicts among brothers. I 
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believe that the GCC will have in the future, God willing, 
enough experiences to make it eligible to make decisions 
that concern the region’s states and peoples. 


[Question] What point has the Iranian green pipeline 
project reached? What 1s the true nature of Qatar’s 
disagreements over its participation in the Arab Indus- 
trialization Organization and 1s it true that Egypt has 
asked Qatar to cede its share in the organization? 


[Al Thani] The pipeline issue is still under study. The 
economic feasibility study will be completed by year’s 
end. We continue to be enthusiastic for its implementa- 
tion, if its feasibility makes it possible to implement. The 
issue of Qatar’s participation in the Industrialization 
Organization was settled with Egypt not long ago. This 
issue doesn’t involve a disagreement or a crisis between 
Qatar and Egypt. We had a viewpoint, we agreed on it, 
and the issue has been settled. 


[Question] Will Qatar mediate between Yemen and its 
Arab neighbors when the war ends? 


{Al Thani] A mediator doesn’t impose himself. Govern- 
ments ask others to mediate between them. If our 
mediation is of interest to any Arab citizen, then we 
welcome such mediation. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Al-Ahmar Blames YSP Militia for Events in 
South 

94AE0151A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
13 Jul 94 p 3 


[Article by Hummud Mansur in Sanaa] 


[Text] Shaykh ‘Abdallah Ibn-Husayn al-Ahmar, speaker 
of the Yemeni Parliament and of the Yemeni Reform 
Bloc, has said that the army had nothing to do with the 
pillage and plundering that has gone on in Aden. He 
explained, in press statements in Sanaa yesterday, that 
the pillage and plunder in Aden had been committed by 
other persons; he accused the militias of the Yemeni 
Socialist Party, especially citizens of Lahj, Abyan, and 
Aden itself. 


He said that those practices were part of vendettas 
among the people of those governorates, and hatreds 
hidden since the periods of conflict prior to the union, 
especially the events of 13 January 1986, among the 
factions of the Socialist Party itself. He said that more of 
these incidents occurred in January 1986, than were 
occurring now in Aden; there were 13,000 fatalities then. 
While he did allude to the extent of the participation of 
tribesmen in the war, he said that all the Army personnel 
called the “legitimate forces” were from the tribes. The 
Yemeni armed forces had been formed from them. 
‘Practically every one of the Yemeni people took part in 
the war of the ‘purge of the apostates,”” he said. ““The 
tribes, however, in their civilian capacity, did not take 
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part in the war.” Shaykh al-Ahmar expressed his opti- 
mism in the future, saying that: ‘We look to the future 
with great optimism, now that the unity of the country 
has been established, thanks to the steadfastness, order. 
and tenacity of the Yemeni people.” He described the 
members of the southern leadership as “‘apostates and 
secessionists from the time they proclaimed their aban- 
donment of Islam and embraced the Marxist path.” 


As to what has been said about the formation of a new 
government within the next few days, al-Ahmar said that 
the situation of the present government was extremely 
normal, and it was carrying out its duties extremely well. 
There was nothing to compel urgency in forming a new 
government. It was like any other government. and 
would keep at its work until the right moment came 
along for the formation of a new government. 


Al-Ahmar insisted that the 16 persons excepted from the 
general amnesty for the Socialist Party leadership were 
the ones responsible for leading the mutiny. “These were 
the leaders of the mutiny. secession. and apostasy.” he 
said, “and whoever supported them. helped them. or 
went along with what they said, 1s one of them. Whoever 
had nothing to do with them 1s acceptable.” 


He reaffirmed that whichever Socialist Party leaders or 
members announced that they were with the union. the 
coalition, legitimacy, and democracy. and whose inno- 
cence of mutiny was proven. was acceptable, and was 
acceptable to deal with him and cooperate with him. As 
to his view of the Socialist Party, as an idea, and an 
organization, and the justifications for participating with 
it in One government, al-Ahmar said. “For the sake of 
unity, which brought peace, and which they crave. we 
have pardoned them. and the people have pardoned 
them, but when they bared their fangs. they showed their 
true colors, and the fact that their acceptance of the 
union was nothing but an escape from their predicament. 
They nearly collapsed after the fall of the communist 
regimes in eastern Europe. When they reorganized their 
affairs and reequipped themselves over the last four 
years, they wanted to implement this conspiratorial plan 
that was in their heads even before the union, renewing 
with this war the sorrows of the people.’ 


Responding to a question on a shift in his own posi- 
tion—rejecting the union before it came into effect. 
versus his current defense of it—he said, ““My view of the 
union was with those figures. 1.e., that 1t would not last, 
and that it was built on fragile bases. As to my view of 
unity itself, | am prounity from the top of my head down 
to my toes.” 


Al-Ahmar reaffirmed his rejection of the idea that the 
Socialist Party represented the south, and that the war 
was between the north and the south. ‘‘The war was not 
between the north and south,” he said. ‘The truth 1s that 
the war was between the state and legitimacy on one 
hand, and mutineers on the other.” 


He denied that the Reform Bloc was expecting to reap 
political benefits from the war. ‘Reform has no interest 
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in spoils,” he said. “What interests us is that things 
should get better.” He sees no vacant posts in the 
government as the result of the disappearance of the 
Socialist Party, and said that the post of vice president 1s 
nonexistent in the constitution, and that the present 
parliament had ample members with which to govern. 
He ruled out the fact that members of the presidential 
council would be elected soon. 


On future relations between the Reform Bloc and the 
General Popular Council, al-Ahmar said these were and 
would remain harmonious, because Reform did not exist 
before the union and thus they were twins, and from a 
single origin. This relationship was not a cause for worry. 
He denied the existence of any extremist fundamentalist 
danger in Yemen, and said that the ruling order in 
Yemen had been Islamic. based on Islamic law as the 
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sole source of all its laws, since the dawn of Islam. He 
said that this was what the Yemeni Reform Bloc, and 
with it all the citizens of Yemen, strove for. He explained 
that by-elections would be organized to fill the empty 
seats in the parliament. 


Regarding the foreign dimensions of ‘Ali Salim al-Bid’s 
declaration of secession, and the extent of the Socialist 
Party's independence in making this decision, Shaykh 
al-Ahmar abstained from giving an answer. pointing out 
only that the press might have more information about 
this than he did. He did, however. confirm Yemen's 
keenness to develop its relations with its brothers and 
neighbors, saying, “*We are eager to clear the air between 
Yemen and its neighbors, that there should be a basis of 
mutual respect, and desirous of each other's sovereignty 
and interests.” 
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INDIA 
U.S. Seen Unsuited as World Leader 


Too Arrogant 


94.4S0348A Jalandhar PUNJAB KESARI in Hindi 
20 Jun 94 p4 


[Article by M.J. Akbar: ““America Needs To Shed Its 
Arrogance in Order To Become the World Leader’’] 


{ Text] This column wants to appeal to Mr. Boutros Ghali 
whom the United States has given the permission to 
protect the world from the enemies of the United States. 
His responsibilities include protecting the world from 
attacks. Therefore. we want the United Nations to inter- 
fere in the internal affairs of Ted Turner and the CNN 
and stop them from reporting cricket matches. 


Travel may not increase knowledge, it does expand one’s 
mental horizon because in a foreign hotel room one’s 
hand automatically reaches the television switch during 
the few free moments. Even Moscow 1s not safe from this 
U.S. television channel because it was CNN that 
destroyed communism (I was staying in a hotel that had 
CNN on two channels). I saw a lady sweetly talking 
about Rwanda. She was followed by a middle-aged 
American telling us how hot it was in Saudi Arabia that 
day while it was so hot in the United States that day that 
one had to take off clothes. Then a man with a broad 
smile appeared. He was the sports reporter. He kept his 
smile intact while telling us about every [Cricket] game 
played on 17 June. I understood in the end that this 
smile was to hide the nervousness caused by reading the 
words that he did not even understand. I got this feeling 
when he stopped reading his report describing Martin's 
scoring a glorious century. The person who wrote it and 
the one who read it both had made cricket appear like 
baseball. 


Why do not the Americans enjoy a game that is appre- 
ciated by the whole world regardless of geographic, 
historical, linguistic, racial. or class differences. The 
Indian and Pakistani people have equal zeal for cricket. 


Let us forget cricket since it 1s limited to the countries 
where the British empire was once spread. A game that 
has brought the world together because of the zeal and 
love for it 1s soccer. Who can doubt this in the month 
when the World Cup 1s being played? 


An American can! Recently the U.S. soccer team played 
against Mexico right in the United States and the 90,000 
spectators in the stadium were encouraging the Mexican 
team. Tom Brokow, the NBC news anchor, described 
soccer as something between badminton and bowling. 
Then he moved to the most “important American” 
sports story of the day—the Homosexuality Olympics in 
New York being viewed by 750,000 people. (Do you 
know that Greg Launganis who won four gold medals for 
diving during the last Olympic is a homosexual)? Presi- 
dent Clinton was a spectator in the opening game 
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between Germany-Bolivia as part of his duty. In order to 
show his youthful image, he tried to bounce the soccer 
ball on his knee in front of the television cameras. 
However, the ball touched neither the knee nor his hand 
and fell some where in between. He should have been 
limited to throwing the ball to his fellow athlete Al Gore. 
Billions of people will watch the World Cup broadcast, 
however, the Americans will not be among them. Why? 
Why are Americans different from us and others? 


Is it arrogance? This suspicion is taking root in the 
uni-polar world. The eyes of the world are always on the 
United States whether it is a story on soccer or Bosnia or 
Korea. The influence of the United States has increased 
so much during the last few years that one could not even 
imagine it a decade ago. The U.S. economy can change 
any economy and its military power can disrupt the 
balance between various nations. The power of the dollar 
brings soccer to a country that had never heard about it 
before. However, even the countnes that used to listen to 
the United States quietly in the past have begun to 
oppose it now. 


We saw a clear glimpse of this in Moscow. Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozirev openly announced that 
Russia will not support the U.S. proposal to impose 
restrictions on North Korea presented in the UN 
Security Council on Wednesday. Why? Because it was 
not discussed with Moscow. Russia finally decided to 
remind the United States that despite its poor eco- 
nomic condition, it still has more destructive nuclear 
weapons than the United States and even 5 percent of 
it 1s enough to destroy the world. It will not follow the 
path shown by other countries. 


The whole world 1s watching this very carefully because 
there can be far-reaching results of this change. The 
Russian nationalism did not taxe Boris Yeltsin’s submis- 
sion to Western Europe kindly and the Russian govern- 
ment knows that the only alternative to reinstate its 
falling popularity 1s to take the decision on its fate in its 
own hands. This development will help Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao when he visits Moscow at the end of 
June. This has muffled the voice of the people who 
consider themselves free thinkers. Suddenly Moscow has 
joined China in opposing restrictions against North 
Korea and Japan also got encouragement in raising its 
voice. The balance 1s not favoring the United States now 
as it did last week. President Clinton who wanted to be 
strict with Pyonyang to prove that he has a stronger hold 
on foreign affairs, is looking foolish again. Former 
President Jimmy Carter has also deserted him by recom- 
mending using a more lenient approach. 


The United States does not have to learn how to play 
soccer to become a real world leader and it is not the 
power of dollar either. In order to become the leader, 
they must understand those whom they want to lead. 
Pure arrogance 1s not the answer to it. Actually after 
World War Il, the Republican presidents have encour- 
aged understood more than the Democrat presidents. 
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Perhaps it 1s because the first Republican president in 
this era had spent a lot of time in London learning how 
the British had taken control when the empire was on its 
last leg. His name was Dwight D. E:senhower. Despite 
their flaws. President Eisenhower and Vice President 
Nixon understood the limits as well as the reach of a 
superpower. The situation in the United States can 
improve during a Democratic rule, but not in the rest of 
the world. Bill Clinton should try to become vice presi- 
dent of the country with a Republican President! 


Too Ignorant 


94.4S0348B Jalandhar PUNJAB KESARI in Hind: 
2 Jul 94p4 


[Article by Tavlin Singh: “Americans Have not the 
Shghtest Interest in Events Unfolding Around the 
Globe’’} 


[Text] Most of the people in the march were women. 
There were all kind of women from old to middle-aged to 
young. Some were fat. short and some were tall. Some 
were topless and some were kissing each other in public. 
Most of them were holding each other’s hands. The had 
one thing in common: They were all homosexuals. They 
had all come to take part in the International Lesbian 
March on the Fifth Avenue in New York. There was a 
homosexual fair there. 


Some of these woman participating in this march were 
also whistling or singing songs. They had placards with 
such slogans as ““we women love each other in the world 
where they hate women” and “homosexuality 1s our 
right.” People like us who had come there as tourists or 
observers were taking photographs standing in one 
corner and accepting the pamphlets they were handing 
out. These said, “Religion denies our rights. We oppose 
it, however. this defiance is not enough.” 


This was 2 kind of march which can never take place in 
India. This 1s an issue which bothers most Indian people. 
Are the homosexuals really being mustreated in the 
world? Let us first ask how one knows that a person 1s 
homosexual unless they announce their homosexuality 
openly. Are not there enough serious issues besides this 
useless issue which need to be demonstrated through a 
march? Is the West moving away from the real issues of 
life and death? Is it passing through an era when humans 
begin to create imaginary problems for themselves? 


Twenty vears ago. when an Asian traveller visited the 
West. including the United States. he was impressed by 
the Western thought. technology. freedom of speech. and 
free love whether or not he wanted to adopt them. The 
issues raised at that time were important for that period. 
The situations. whatever they were. at that time even 
influenced India. Middle-class Indian women were 
inspired by the women’s liberation movement of the 70s 
and started a campaign against dowry. This world-wide 
movement had prompted women to raise voices against 
centuries-old exploitation of women. The movement 
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agains! the Vietnam war right in the United States had 
put a question mark on the Vietnam War 1n the whole 
world. Even Western movie producers and wmniters had 
influenced us and they were influenced by us 


Now that the United States has won the Cold War and 
has become the only superpower in the world. 1t appears 
that the United States has no goal left to achieve. We can 
use the former U.S. President Richard Nixon's words. 
“There 1s no agenda for peace left now.” 


The U.S. reporters who visit India accuse the Indian 
press of being a frog-in-a-well and of allegiance of 
various types. They say that we have no interest in 
international news and do not appear to appreciate the 
world. After spending 10 days in the United States. I 
started to feel the same way about the newspapers there. 


If the newspapers are used as criteria. the American have 
no interest in the rest of the world unless something 1s 
affecting their own interests. 


These days the main news item there 1s related to O.J. 
Simpson. This former football star 1s accused of mur- 
dering his former wife and her lover. Every minor detail 
of this murder and telephone conversations related to 
this alleged murder are being reproduced verbatim in the 
newspapers. 


Even serious American newspapers like The WASH- 
INGTON POST published this news 1n its headlines 
The police got the news published to prove that a 
football star can commit murder and they are fully 
capable of solving such murder cases. 


The major subject of Washington dinner table conversa- 
tions these days is whether he 1s capable of murder or 
not. Does the telephone conversation in which he 
appears to be threatening her prove that he is the 
murderer? Do they blood-soaked clothes found in his 
washing machine prove that he 1s guilty or 1s this 
evidence being manufactured just to indict him? I went 
to the same place twice where between Indian food and 
white wine I asked whether my perception is wrong 
about the West (Europe) and the Un:ted States being 
prey of the scary situations they have created themselves 
My Indian host did not understand my question and 
looked worned. I clarified myself and told him how the 
problems that we Indian people face and the problems 
that affect the people here have nothing in common. He 
responded that the problems that we are facing in this 
country (the United States) are affecting the Indian 
people. India is facing serious problems such as the 
treatment of women. poverty. and backwardness. We 
cannot think about these when we come here and have 
separated ourselves from those. 


So, there are no real problems left there [in the U S.]? 
What happened to the racial problem? The Indian 
people living in Washington are prosperous and well- 
respected. They receive good salaries and lead good 
lives. They are respected by the people living in the white 
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suburbs they live in. The Indian people do admit that the 
Blacks here do not get the proper respect. The fnend | 
was Staying with has lived there for a long time. She said, 
“At times I do not understand why I never see a 
non-White in this part of Virginia.” 


I felt that the feeling that 80 percent of the population is 
non-White 1s still prevalent in Washington. Black and 
white residential areas are located side by side. however. 
they are worlds apart. Even the affluent blacks prefer to 
live in black areas because they know that they are not 
welcome in white suburbs. 


The feeling of racial segregation is evident from the 
tendency of various race groups to live in different 
residential areas. A situation similar to that of three or 
four decades ago when Blacks could not eat 1n a restau- 
rant with the whites is still prevalent there. It does not 
happen there now. however. the dream that Martin 
Luther King once had of blacks and whites being inte- 
grated is still a dream. No one in the United States, 
however, appears to consider this race problem to be 
serious. It appears that the newspapers there hesitate in 
saying anything about racism. They talk about it only 
when a person like O.J. Simpson murders his white wife. 


There are other problems there. According to a recent 
survey. 10.000 American women were raped in 1992. 
Most of them were less than 18 vears old. Among these 
rape victims, 3.800 girls were less than 12 years old. 


Even when we ignore the U.S. international role or its 
foreign policy. there are still thousands of problems that 
should be discussed seriously. The increasing chasm 
between the rich and the poor. the increasing distance 
between whites and the blacks, increasing crime rates, 
and drug abuse are some of the many problems there. 
There might be many more problems in addition to 
these. It 1s possible that the people there might have 
some concern about these. however. we only see very 
petty issues being kicked around in the streets. televi- 
sion, and the newspapers there. 


Pakistani Resolution on Kashmir Scored 


944503844 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
30 Jun 94 pl 


[Text] New Delhi, June 29—An External Affairs Min- 
istry spokesman said today that the resolution passed by 
the Pakistan National Assembly on Kashmir was “totally 
unacceptable” to India as 1t amounted to “outside inter- 
ference’ in the country’s internal affairs. 


Responding to queries. the spokesman said it was regret- 
table that Pakistan had taken such an “initiative.” Such 
resolutions had also been passed in the past. but they had 
no relation to the situation in Jammu and Kashmir. 


He said the Government had not lodged any formal 
protest with Pakistan. 


The two Houses of the Pakistani Parliament had pledged 
“political, moral and diplomatic” support to the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 


A document placed in the U.S. Congress by the Repub- 
lican member, Mr. Bill McCollum, has exposed the role 
of Pakistan in aiding and abetting terrorism in Kashmir. 
He has said that Pakistan had not honoured its assurance 
that 1t would take steps to disassociate itself from Kash- 
miri militants. Instead, Pakistan never stopped helping 
these militants. 


PTI adds: The External Affairs Ministry today denied a 
Pakistani newspaper report that secret service agents of 
Pakistan had penetrated India’s Defence Research and 
Development Organization and procured blueprints of 
important defence research plans. 


Paper Reports Couperation, Relations With China 


PRC Minister Addresses Industrialists 


944S03824 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 18 Jun 94 p 17 


{Names, quotation marks as published] 


[Text] New Delhi, June 17 (PTI}—China today sought 
expanded co-operation from India in the fields of human 
resources. technology and joint ventures. 


Addressing a meeting organised by the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) here, the Chinese minister for 
foreign trade and economic co-operation. Ms Wu Yi, 
said that both China and India were developing nations 
and so could work together for mutual benefit. 


She said that while there was an investment fever in 
China with more than 120 countries engaged in investing 
in that country, China was specifically looking for 
extended co-operation from India as both Chinese and 
Indian economies were complementary to each other. 


Ms Wu said that China was particularly looking for 
investment from India in the fields of energy, transpor- 
tation, raw material industry. basic industries and in 
infrastructure. 


Stressing on the need for direct trade links with India 
rather than through intermediaries, Ms Wu said that 
within a short period of two days, the current Chinese 
delegation had been able to stnke deals worth $20 
million, which indicated the huge potential of bilateral 
direct trade between India and China. 


Stating that her interactions with the Prime Minister, 
Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rae. and the commerce minister, 
steel minister and coal mr: ter were extremely fruitful, 
the Chinese minister said she was certain that bilateral 
trade and economic cooperation between India and 
China would be further developed if the two countries 
co-operated on the basis of equality and mutual benefit. 


Elaborating on the remarkable economic development of 
her country, Ms Wu said China had witnessed an annual 
growth of 30 percent in the last two years with a 
12-percent growth in GDP and 18.2 percent growth in 
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external trade in 1993. This year the growth was 
expected to improve further, she said. 


The Chinese minister also said her country had devel- 
oped advanced facilities for industrial R and D which 
would enable enhanced co-operation with India in the 
field of technology. 


In this context she said China had developed advanced 
technology in iron and steel, machinery and coal mining 
which was reasonably priced and suited to the needs of 
the developing world. 


Responding to a comment from the CII president, that 
India and China were being referred to as the ‘tiger and 
the dragon’, Ms Wu said the dragon and the tiger are 
invincible. 


Earlier, welcoming the Chinese minister and her delega- 
tion the CII president, Mr. Subodh K. Bhargava, said 
both India and China were developing economies so, 
potential of both should be exploited through mutually 
beneficial economic relations. 


A 14-member Chinese delegation led by Ms Wu Y1 today 
met the minister of state for petroleum and natural gas, 
Mr Satish Sharma. 


Steel Sector Ties 


94AS0382B Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 18 Jun 94 p 19 


[Text] New Delhi, June 17—India and China have 
envinced an interest in increased co-operation in the 
steel sector. The visiting Chinese minister of foreign 
trade and economic co-operation, Ms Wu Yi, and the 
minister of state for steel, Mr Santosh Mohan Dev, today 
discussed the possibilities of the two countries co- 
operating in the steel sector and it was agreed that there 
was a vast scope for such collaborative efforts. 


Mr Dev told the 1 2-member Chinese delegation that the 
steel industry in India was currently being modernised 
and the industry was gearing itself to face global compe- 
tition by producing special steels and value-added items. 


Giving an overview of the country’s steel industry, both 
in the public and private sectors, the minister said Steel 
Authority of India Limited (SAIL) was one of the largest 
steel companies in the world and it was trying to increase 
its production from the present 10 million tonnes to 17 
million tonnes by the turn of the century. 


Mr Dev expressed the hope that there was tremendous 
opportunities for India and China to interact with each 
other to the mutual advantage for closer relationships in 
technology and trade in the steel sector. 


Ms Yi expressed her full satisfaction with the meetings 
she had had so far and said there was great potential for 
bilateral co-operation, particularly in the steel sector. 
She also gave an overview of the steel industry in China. 
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During the last couple of years, India-China co- 
operation in steel has made substantial progress. India 
last year exported about three million tonnes of iron ore 
to China. SAIL has entered into a memorandum of 
understanding with the Chinese enterprise, CMIEC 
[China Metallurgical Import and Export Corporation] 
for import of 1.05 lakh tonnes of coking coal. SAIL also 
exported to China nearly 6.5 lakh tonnes of steel in 
1993-94. There have also been a number of technical 
collaborations between Chinese and Indian companies. 
One Indo-Chinese joint venture, Mideast Steel Com- 
pany, is expected to go on stream by October 1995. This 
will be a 100-percent export-oriented unit. 


China has sought India’s co-operation in the fields of 
energy, transportation, raw materials, basic industries 
and infrastructure. 


While speaking in a meeting of industrialists under the 
aegis of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Ms 
Wu said, China was specifically looking for extended 
co-operation from India as both the economics were 
complementary. 


The minister also extended the possibility of cooperation 
in the field of developed enhanced technology in iron 
and steel and machinery and coal mining. 


Oil Technology Tie-Up 


944S0382C Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 2 Jul 94 p 19 


[Text] Beijing, July 1—A high-powered Indian team led 
by the minister of state for petroleum and natural gas, 
Capt. Satish Sharma, left Beijing today after signing 
three major documents on co-operation in technology, 
equipment and sharing of lucrative contracts. 


Capt Sharma and his host, Dr Wang Tao, president of 
the China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) 
yesterday signed the agreed minutes of their discussions 
setting out the main areas of tie-ups. 


Separately, two memoranda of understanding were also 
signed last night between Chinese and Indian petroleum 
giants and engineering firms. 


The minutes signed at the Dagang oilfield, east of 
Beijing, which the Indian team visited, set out the 
mutual desire for evaluating the development of hydro- 
carbon resources in India, China and third countries. 


The document mentioned co-operation in heavy oil 
production, seismic survey, drilling, production and 
processing as well as equipment manufacture and design 
engineering and construction of pipelines as well as 
refineries. 


The chairman and managing director of Engineers India 
Ltd, Mr P.K. Rudra, and the China Petroleum Engi- 
neering Construction Corp. vice-president, Mr Zhang 
Weijiu signed a memorandum of understanding to work 
together in design, engineering and project management. 








This report contains information which ts or may be copyrighted in a number of countries. Therefore, copying and/or 
further dissemination of the report 1s expressly prohibited without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner(s). 

















JPRS-NEA-94-041 
5 August 1994 


Pending the formation of a joint venture, they agreed on 
a “strategic alliance” to develop technology in the hydro- 
carbon sector, equipment for heavy oil processing tech- 
nology for river crossing of pipelines. 


The MoU [Memorandum of Understanding] also men- 
tions export of Indian design engineering and project 
management services for projects to China such as 
offshore structures including submarine pipelines, gas 
processing projects and oil and gas terminals. 


Separately the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC) and Oil India Ltd. (OIL) signed another MoU 
with the International Co-operation Bureau of China 
National Petroleum Corporation, following several 
hours of tough negotiations late last night. 


The chairman and managing director of ONGC, Mr S.K. 
Manglik, and OIL’s Mr Bikash C. Bora signed the MoU 
with Mr Wu Yaowen, president of CNPC’s international 
co-operation bureau envisaging joint studies and explol- 
tation in India and China as well as third countries. 


Exploration, seismic survey, data processing, heavy oil 
recovery, secondary oil recovery, enhanced recovery, 
directional drilling, supply and co-production of equip- 
ment are to make up the gamut of tie-ups. 


The MoU took long to negotiate because the Chinese 
Corporation, with its subsidiaries, was interested in 
keeping its right to bid for Indian contracts and at the 
same time forming joint ventures with Indian companies 
that call for the bids. 


Although confidentiality clauses have been written into 
the MoU, it leaves open the option of further checks to 
avoid conflicts of interest. 


The major item in the Indian shopping basket was 
technology for extracting heavy oil, whose deposits have 
been found in Rajasthan, Indian officials said. 


While India also wants Chinese help in surveying unex- 
plored basins onshore on its soil, EIL [Engineers India, 
Limited] has offered its expertise in managing offshore 
rigs. 


Since most of China’s oil is obtained onshore and most 
of India’s offshore, complementarity has been identified 
in sharing technologies, according to Indian officials. 


Pact Signing Anniversary 


944AS0382D Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 28 Jun 94 p 17 


[Text] New Delhi, June 27 (PTI)—India and China 
today stressed the continued relevance of panchsheel 
five principles of coexistence, with the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Narasimha Rao, suggesting addition of five new 
ideals to meet the needs of the post cold war era. 


Nations across continents should join hands to channe- 
lise resources and technology rather than attempting to 
contain imaginary power play of fictitious foes, Mr Rao 
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said at a function here to mark the 40th anniversary of 
the signing of the panchsheel by the two countries. 


Ata similar function in Beijing, the Chinese premier, Mr 
Li Peng, said the panchsheel should be taken as the basis 
of a new international, economic and political order that 
responds to the changing situation. 


Suggesting an appraisal of the historical and current role 
of panchsheel he said “only by establishing a set of 
fundamental principles to be observed by all countries in 
their relations and in international economic and polit- 
ical life, can there be an effective guidance to regulate the 
activities in the international community.” 


“To impose one’s own values and model of society on 
others 1s bound to lead to tension and confrontation 
between states,’ Mr Li said. 


In New Delhi, Mr Rao told a two-day seminar on 
panchsheel and global diplomacy that “the new world 
order should breathe with the life of the panchsheel and 
re-establish this holy doctine in the coming century.” 


Mr Rao said the five new principles should include 
following a middle path in new methods of economic 
management, a call for back to village concept, going in 
for model villages so that no disparity is created between 
rural and urban areas, achieving a harmony between 
technology and tradition and a new world order directed 
at enhancing the well being of people rather than going in 
for power play. 


The Prime Minister said the back to the village sugges- 
tion would ensure non-alienation of Indian villages. It 1s 
in our villages that India’s heart beats, where the green 
revolution has been engineered and from where the 
common man creates the wealth and the artistry of 
India, he said. 


Mr Rao said the concern leads to the principle of model 
village that should be self-sufficient and viable as an 
economic unit. 


Reviewing the bilateral ties between India and China, 
Mr Rao said the two countries had renewed the mutual 
relationship and the very interpretation of panchsheel by 
setting aside differences and working towards the 
common goal of making their world a better place to live 
in for their people. To this end, we have much to share 
and much to learn from each other,“ he added. 


The gathering included the heads of seven Chinese 
international strategic studies, the three service chiefs, 
Gen B.C. Joshi, Air Chief Marshal S.K. Kaul and 
Admiral V.S. Shekawat and a large number of ambassa- 
dors, including the Chinese envoy, Mr Cheng Ruishang 
and the Pakistani envoy, Mr Riaz Kokhar. 


Addressing a similar meeting at the Great Hall of the 
People in Being, Mr Li said China had issued the 
principles together with India and Burma. 
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It was of ‘great relevance’ to appraise the historical and 
current role of panchsheel, he told the audience of 
diplomats and journalists during the meeting which 
lasted a mere 25 minutes. 


The Chinese press has however carried several articles 
on the subject, stressing the principle of non-interference 
in the internal affairs of other states and promising that 
China would not practice hegemony but settle remaining 
territorial disputes peacefully. 


Mr Li said the bipolar structure has ended and the trend 
towards multipolarity is accelerating but the end of the 
cold war does not mean a trouble-free world as ethnic 
strifes are intensifying. 


Mr Li noted earlier that by observing panchsheel, coun- 
tries with different ideologies, social systems and levels 
of economic development can very well establish mutual 
trust and friendly ties. 


But by violating them, even those with identical ideolo- 
gies and social systems may run into confrontation and 
even armed conflict, he added. 


He claimed that China had “all along upheld and 
observed these principles,” but observers pointed out the 
armed conflicts China has had with the former Soviet 
Union, India and Vietnam and unresolved territorial 
disputes with south-east Asian countries and Japan. 


Work on Kashmir Power Project Resumed With 
France 

94AS0385A Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
30 Jun 94 p6 


[Names as published] 


[Text] New Delhi, June 29—India and France today 
agreed to resume work on the Dulhasti Hydro-electric 
Power Project, in Jammu and Kashmir, suspended since 
1992 due to certain problems, including terrorism, 
reports PTI. 


Work on the project was hit after the French consortium, 
cooperating with the National Hydro-electric Corpora- 
tion [7NHPC], declined to send its engineers to the spot 
following the abduction of their personnel by the 
Kashmir militants. 


Several attempts had been made by India to resume 
work on the project but the talks invariably ended in 
failure. 


A breakthrough was, however, made today in Paris by 
the Indian delegation, led by the Power Minister, Mr 
N.K.P. Salve. 


A Memorandum of Understanding [MOU] was signed 
by the French consortia, led by Ceglec, and the NHPC. 


Mr Ajay Dua, Joint Secretary and Acting Chairman of 
the NHPC, signed the MoU on India’s behalf, in Mr 
Salve’s presence. 
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The French Minister for Industry and Foreign Trade, Mr 
Gerard Longuet, was also present on the occasion, 


Both Mr Salve and the French Minister held discussions 
prior to the signing of the MoU. 


Both the Indian and French Ministers held detailed talks 
and also identified a number of areas in the energy 
sector. 


Russia Agrees To Sell Advanced SU-30 Fighters 


94W’COOSS5A Madras DINAMANI in Tamil 
23 Jun 94 p8 


[Text] New Delhi, June 16—Russia has come forward to 
sell an advanced fighter plane, the SU-30, to India. 


The Irkutsk manufacturing organization has offered to 
give the plane to India. 


This fighter plane is equivalent in performance to the 
American F-18 and European Tornado jet fighter planes. 


The Irkutsk organization has stated that this SU-30 will 
successfully replace, in effect, the Mirage-2000 and F-18 
planes. 


A very significant feature of the SU-30 plane 1s that it 1s 
capable of refuelling while flying in the skies. As a result, 
this plane will be able to go to very distant places and 
Carry out attacks. 


The SU-30 plane has a very fine navigation device. The 
plane can reach the target individually and also along 
with other planes and is capable of carrying out moni- 
toring functions as well. 


To facilitate aiming and attacking targets in the skies, as 
well as on the ground, the SU-30 is equipped with a 30 
mm. automatic cannon and is capable of carrying 10 
guided missiles. 


This super-speed plane can attack targets within a cir- 
cumference of 1,500 km. It is capable of carrying 8,000 
kg. of ammunition in addition to the cannon. 


As this plane is capable of filling its fuel inside the plane 
itself, the SU-30 can monitor any area for longer periods 
of time, going to very distant places. 


This SU-30 plane, which is now only in the Russian Air 
Force, is capable of flying at a stretch over an area of 
13,440 km. 


Before embarking upon comprehensive negotiations 
with Russia, the Indian Air Force is evaluating the 
SU-30. 


Russia has offered to sell about 20 planes. After getting 
the patent rights, India can manufacture this plane at the 
Hindusthan Aircraft Manufacturing factories in Banga- 
lore, where MiG-27 planes are made. 


The SU-30 is an advanced version of the SU-27, which 
was given to China by Russia. 
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Papers Report, Comment on Rao Moscow Visit 


Content of Talks, Press Briefing 


944S0376A Madras THE HINDU in English 
1 Jul 94 pl 


[Article by Anand K. Sahay: “Prime Minister, Yeltsin 
Hope for New Era’’; names as published] 


[Text] Moscow, June 30—The Rao-Yeltsin summit here 
today signified the overcoming of the derailment in 
Russia-India ties experienced after the collapse of the 
Soviet State and sought to initiate a “qualitatively new 
stage” of “constructive interaction” on a broad range of 
bilateral, regional and international issues between the 
two countries including “a joint search of ways of 
resolving contemporary problems.” 


The high principles intended to direct the overhauled 
relationship spring from two political documents signed 
between the Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
and the Russian President, Mr. Boris N. Yeltsin: the 
Moscow Declaration on the Protection of the Interests of 
Pluralistic States and the Declaration on the Further 
Development and Intensification of Cooperation 
Between the Republic of India and the Russian 
Federation. 


The declaration marking a watershed were signed by the 
two leaders in the St. Vladimir Hall at the Grand 
Kremlin Palace after Mr. Rao and Mr. Yeltsin con- 
ducted a nearly hour-long, one-to-one dialogue which 
was followed by delegation-level talks led by the two 
respectively. 


The talks lasted about 45 minutes. The signing ceremony 
was attended by a large media contingent from both 
countries, and was witnessed by the members of the 
delegations comprising senior Ministers and top civil 
servants of the two countries. 


Unique Gesture 


At the last minute, Mr. Yeltsin chose to symbolically lift 
the Indian Prime Minister's visit from the routine by 
shifting the venue of both the welcoming ceremony and 
the delegation-level talks to the grand St. George’s Hall 
of the Kremlin Palace from the chambers designated 
earlier. The gesture was unique. 


The Russian President summed up the value and 
promise of an enhanced and grander-level relations 
between his country and India when he noted at the 
delegation meeting: ‘“We attach great value to our rela- 
tions with India. The lacuna after 1991 needs to be 
filled.’ He also observed: ‘We have no disagreements on 
any item with India.” 


Later, when the two leaders took a few questions from 
journalists after the signing of the crucial political dec- 
larations, Mr. Yeltsin noted in response to a question 
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from a Russian journalist on the prospect of Russia- 
India relations. ““We have had very good and friendly 
relations with India which dates back to dozens of years. 
It had been developing very smoothly until 199] when 
the Soviet Union collapsed, and our relations experi- 
enced considerable setback. Now the task between the 
two countries 1s to take every measure within their 
powers to not only fully restore the cooperation and ties 
in areas such as politics, economy and culture, but also to 
cross that level. Hence, the agreements we signed today.” 


Relationship Smooth 


The Russian President also observed, “On international 
issues we discussed in our one-to-one meeting, we noted 
we do not have any disagreements or controversies, 
including on bilateral issues. Our relationship is devel- 
oping in a very smooth and friendly way. We have very 
good mutual understanding. This is not just friendship at 
the level of leaders, but also at the level of the common 
people. The two countries need to restore cultural ties 
that used to unite them in the days of the Soviet Union 
when, for instance, we used to have the days of India 
celebrated in the Soviet Union, and the days of the 
Soviet Union in India. Now we set the task before 
ourselves to restore relations in politics, economics and 
culture.” 


Mr. Rao told presspersons crowding St. Vladimar Hall, 
“Our talks were very friendly, very fruitful, and the 
perspective for the future is extremely bright.” 


No Other Example 


Briefing Indian presspersons at the end of the day, the 
Foreign Secretary, Mr. K. Srinivasan, quoted the Prime 
Minister as saying at the delegation-level talks, “Specific 
and stable steps are needed for our bilateral coopera- 
tion.” 


Mr. Rao also noted that relations between India and 
Russia, and their friendship had become part of the 
educational and emotional consciousness of a generation 
of Indians. 


The two political declarations signed by the two leaders 
today are part of the | 1 agreements signed between India 
and Russia in the fields of science and technology, 
tourism, meteorology, standardisation and meteorology, 
environment, and defence. 


A separate opening was indicated on trade with the 
possibility of the Russian Government extending a | 80- 
day credit to its nationals to import goods from India 
against the accumulated rupee account, offtake from 
which has been very sluggish for some time. 


NPT Issues Not Discussed 


The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and issues 
relating to proliferation of missiles of nuclear weapons 
were not discussed at the meeting between Mr. 
Narasimha Rao and Mr. Yeltsin, this morning. 
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However, in his discussion with the Minister of State for 
External Affairs, Mr. R.L. Bhatia, the Russian Foreign 
Minister, Mr. Andrei Kozyrev, did raise the issue of 
confidence building measures [CBM] in the context of 
India and Pakistan. 


Briefing Indian presspersons, the Foreign Secretary, Mr. 
K. Srinivasan, said Mr. Bhatia informed Mr. Kozyrev 
that India had sent Islamabad six proposals that would 
have worked as effective CBMs, but Pakistan had chosen 
not to respond to those. 


Asked if the Indian side raised the question of Russian 
arms sales to Pakistan, the Foreign Secretary answered, 
“No comment.” 


More on Talks, Banquet 
94.4S50376B Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Jul 94 p 1 


[Article by Anand K. Sahay: “Russia To Consult India 
on Arms Sale to Pakistan”’] 


[Text] Moscow, July 1—There 1s deep satisfaction here 
that the visit of the Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, to Russia has laid the foundations of a vigorous and 
multi-faceted relationship between the two countries 
which had gone into a downspiral after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union three years ago. However, anxieties are 
noticeable in the Indian camp over Russian compulsions 
to earn foreign exchange through defence sales all round, 
including from Pakistan. 


Russia has not sold weapons to Pakistan since 1971, but 
currently the two countries are considering defence 
transfers, including tanks and ammunitions. India made 
no secret of its anxiety on this account, stating that 
Pakistan used foreign arms only against India. Russia 1s 
believed to have been sympathetic, but 1s bound by its 
own dilemmas. 


However, during discussions yesterday, the Russian 
President, Mr. Boris Yeltsin is understood to have told 
the Indian delegation led by Mr. Rao that his country 
would keep in mind that arms to Pakistan would not be 
of the kind that would hurt India. He also noted that 
Russia would consult India before effecting any sale. 


India, however, 1s not adequately assured. Senior offi- 
cials express muted fears that even small arms are used 
by Pakistan against India as in the case of the low- 
intensity conflicts and cross-border terrorist activity in 
Kashmir, the very part of India which ts alluded to with 
such eloquence in the two path-breaking political decla- 
rations signed by Mr. Rao and Mr. Yeltsin yesterday. 


The fear is that any significant defence contracts 
between Russia and Pakistan would effectively negate 
any efforts to protect the interests of plural States which 
the Moscow declaration aims at safeguarding. 


Today, the Prime Minister himself said in response to a 
question at a reception in his honour at the Indian 
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Embassy, “There is no particular high point or achieve- 
ment of this visit. It was only supposed to stabilise our 
relationship which 1s an ongoing process.” 


This is a remarkably pragmatic assessment which draws 
attention to the fact that building blocks have been got 
together, and the rest would depend on the builders 
themselves. Nevertheless, the atmospherics have been 
very encouraging for future ties between the new Russia 
and India. 


Yeltsin Hums Hindi Tune 


At the banquet thrown by Mr. Yeltsin last night the 
orchestra struck up the popular Hindi film tune “Mera 
joota hai japani” to the delight of all present. It was then 
that the Russian President reportedly came alive, hum- 
ming the tune loudly and expecting others to join him. 
He was jolly and his guests had a wonderful time. The 
chemistry turned out perfect between the leaders and the 
causes they represented together seemed then to have a 
future. 


If Mr. Yeltsin signed crucial documents with India 
yesterday, it was the former Soviet President, Mr. 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who won hearts today with pithy 
comments on his country’s ties with India. 


Surrounded by journalists at the Indian Embassy recep- 
tion today with admirers popping up from everywhere, 
Mr. Gorbachev said in response to a question, “The 
political agreements are good, and should have been 
signed a little earlier. But it 1s better late than never. My 
attitude is very positive on the agreements because it is 
my conviction that India and Russia should always work 
together. This is clear to our people, and the leaders 
should heed. Lately, there had been a decline in ties 
between the two countries because of the search for a 
new identity for Russia. This visit will make it possible 
to overcome obstacles created on that account. I am very 
glad my old friend, the Prime Minister, is here in 
Moscow.” 


Ministers Fail to Show Up 


The Russian Deputy Prime Minister and co-chairman of 
the Indo-Russian Joint Commission, Mr. Yuri Yarov, 
today called on Mr. Rao, as did the Minister for Culture, 
Mr. Sidorov. 


However, the scheduled call of the Defence Minister, 
Mr. Pavel Grachev, had to be called off at the last minute 
as he had to suddenly fly out to the Caucuses. 


Just before the Prime Minister arrived here, the Indian 
side was informed that the call on him by the Russian 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Andrei Kozyrev, would have to be 
cancelled as he had to fly out on important government 
work. 


This had caused some dismay among Indians, since Mr. 
Kozyrev is known for his special views on Russia’s 
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proximity with the West. However, there is some expec- 
tation that the Russian Foreign Minister would visit 
India this year. 


Mr. Rao’s chief engagement today was an address to 
select members of both houses of the Russian Parliament 
attended by 80 MPs [members of Parliament] despite the 
current parliamentary recess. 


Leaders of all parties and factions, including Mr. 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, were present, as were chairper- 
sons of the leading committees of Parliament. 


Russian Stand on Kashmir 
UNI, PTI report: 


Russia has come out against internationalisation of the 
Kashmir issue and favoured a solution to it on the basis 
of the Shimla accord. 


Yarov Interviewed 
94AS0376C Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Jul 94 p 1 


[Article by Vladimir Radyuhin: “Russia Finalises 
Import Plan” 


[Text] Moscow, July 1—Russia has agreed to long-term 
plan of its import of tea, tobacco and soya beans from 
India. 


The Russian Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Yuri Yarov, 
told THE HINDU after the conclusion of delegation- 
level talks today that the Russian side of the Joint 
Commission would draw up shortly a three-year plan of 
imports of the above commodities, which the Indian side 
said were sensitive as far as investment and employment 
were concerned. This agreement was reached today at a 
meeting between India’s Minister of Commerce, Mr. 
Pranab Mukherjee, and the acting Finance Minister of 
Russia, Mr. Yuri Dubinin. 


The two ministers also agreed to set up a joint banking 
venture between the State Bank of India and the 
Rosexim Bank of Russia. According to Mr. Mukherjee, 
the new venture would help remove impediments to 
bilateral trade. 


At a separate meeting, Russia’s Foreign Trade Minister, 
Mr. Oleg Davydov, informed Mr. Mukherjee of Russia’s 
decision to auction part of the rupee debt. He assured his 
Indian counterpart that the auction would be open only 
to Russian bidders and the auctioned rupees would be 
used strictly for import of commodities from India 
without the right of re-export to third countries. He also 
said that once the modalities of the auction had been 
worked out the Russian side would again consult India. 
The Russian Minister indicated that the clearing rupees 
would be put to auction at a 20-percent discount rate. 


India and Russia have agreed to set up an advanced 
research centre for powder metallurgy and new materials 
at Hyderabad with 50-50 equity shares. The agreement 
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was part of an integrated long-term programme dis- 
cussed today at a meeting between the Minister of State 
in the PM’s [prime minister] office, Mr. Bhuvnesh 
Chaturvedi, and the President of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences, Mr. Osipov. The programme would involve 
80 joint projects covering areas such as lasers for medi- 
cine, biotechnology, new materials, astrophysics, vac- 
cines and light transport aircraft. 


The Academy of Sciences President informed Mr. 
Chaturvedi that financial arrangements made for the 
science-and-technology cooperation with India were one 
of the best Russia had with any country. 


Accord on Kudamkulam Project 


The two sides also plan to sign shortly an agreement on 
Russian participation in the construction of an atomic 
power plant at Kudamkulam in Tamil Nadu. 


Indian officials stressed that the $800-million imports 
from India planned by Russia for this year would be the 
highest since 1991, when the Soviet Union broke up. 


Another first in Indo-Russian relations would be India’s 
participation in the modernisation of the Novorossiisk 
port on the Black Sea, which is expected to handle the 
bulk of bilateral trade. 


During a meeting today with the Deputy Prime Minister of 
Russia, Mr. Yarov, who is also co-chairman of the Joint 
Commission, the Indian Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, stressed the importance of involving the 
private sector in promoting commercial cooperation 
between the two countries. Mr. Yarov, in turn, suggested 
that the younger generation should be drawn more actively 
into economic contacts and mentioned the need for 
enrolling more Indian students in Russian universities. 


Stressing the need to revive the cultural component in 
bilateral relations which had been missing recently, Mr. 
Rao suggested to Russia’s Culture Minister, Mr. 
Yevgeny Sidorov, who called on him today, that the 
Joint Commission draw up a two or three year pro- 
gramme of cultural exchanges and invited Mr. Sidorov 
to visit India. 


The Russian Prime Minister, Mr. Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
is expected to visit India at Mr. Rao’s invitation in 
November. 


Declaration Text 
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[Text] Moscow, June 30—The following is the full text of 
the Moscow Declaration signed today by India and 
Russia on the protection of the interests of pluralistic 
States. 


1. The eve of the twenty-first century is witness to 
far-reaching historic changes which are destined to trans- 
form the world for the present and future generations. 
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2. The end of the Cold War has opened prospects for 
attaining global security and stability and has offered 
both opportunities and challenges for fruitful coopera- 
tion among States. 


3. Internationally accepted standards of democracy and 
the rule of law are perceived by an increasing number of 
States as basic components of their political systems and 
a reliable guarantee for the promotion and protection of 
human rights. 


4. Governments are becoming increasingly aware that 
economic reforms and integration into the world 
economy, on the basis of equal rights and responsibili- 
ties, are prerequisites for progress of all States. 


5. However, tension and violence still persist in the 
world. As ideological and other barriers to mutually 
beneficial cooperation are being overcome, new chal- 
lenges to security and stability are emerging. In partic- 
ular, there is a growing threat from the forces of aggres- 
sive nationalism, religious and political extremism, 
terrorism and separatism, which strike at the unity of 
pluralistic States. 


6. Russia and India, being among the largest multi- 
ethnic, multilingual and multireligious States, recognise 
their responsibility for opposing the threats to democ- 
racy and peace together with other members of the world 
community. They believe that the experience accumu- 
lated by them in governing their societies on the basis of 
their commitment to unity in diversity, can make a 
valuable contribution in this respect. They are convinced 
that the guiding principles of every democratic society, 
such as equality, rule of law, observance of human rights, 
freedom of choice and tolerance should be equally appli- 
cable to international relations. These must be based on 
respect for sovereignty, equality and territorial integrity 
of States, non-interference in their internal affairs and 
peaceful coexistence. 


7. Exercising their right to self-determination, the 
peoples of Russia and India have established by law 
sovereign and free States. Throughout the territories of 
their respective countries, the will of the people and the 
realisation of their historic destiny are expressed 
through participation in the process of representative 
democracy. 


8. The different religions that exist in Russia and India 
enrich the spiritual values of societies and of world 
civilisation. The right to profess, practice or promote any 
religion is guaranteed by the Constitutions of the two 
countries and 1s characteristic of their everyday life. 
Claims to religious exclusivism are a threat to the 
exercise of that right and lead to extremism and intoler- 
ance both within States and internationally. 


9. Russia and India are determined to protect the cul- 
tural and religious diversity of their societies from these 
dangers. They firmly declare that it 1s inadmissible to 
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arouse inter-ethnic and inter-religious hatred or to pro- 
mote aggressive nationalism and religious fanaticism. 


10. Both countries are convinced that destabilization of 
relations between ethnic or religious groups, efforts to 
forcibly displace them, ethnic cleansing and promotion 
of internal and trans-border terrorism, motivated by 
vested interests, lead to annihilation of all the positive 
and constructive elements accumulated by mankind 
during the many thousands of years of its existence. 


1}. Russia and India are convinced that large multi- 
ethnic States bear a special responsibility for the destiny 
of hundreds of millions of people. They advocate uncon- 
ditional observance of the principles of respect for terri- 
torial integrity and unity of the State as a key factor of 
viability of multiethnic States. They reiterate their sup- 
port for each other's territorial integrity as constituted by 
law and enshrined in their respective Constitutions. 


12. India welcomes the formation of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), the various agreements on 
cooperation signed within that framework, including the 
Declaration on Respect of Sovereignty, Territorial Integ- 
rity and Inviolability of Frontiers of the States of the CIS 
of April 15, 1994. It appreciates Russia’s efforts towards 
promoting the spirit of good neighbourliness and coop- 
eration among States of the former USSR. 


13. India understands Russia’s concerns that all people 
residing in the territories of the former Soviet Union 
should have equal protection before law and the safe- 
guarding of their fundamental human rights as guaran- 
teed in democratic societies. 


14. Russia appreciates the efforts made by the Govern- 
ment and people of India to strengthen social harmony, 
promote development of the country, and preserve the 
territorial integrity and sovereignty of the country. It 
supports India’s actions to create an atmosphere of 
confidence in South Asia and promote good neighbour- 
liness and cooperation between the States of the region. 


15. Russia and India agree to exchange experiences in 
nation building, including those which addressed the 
need for decentralisation without impairing the integrity 
and unity of their States. 


16. Russia and India believe that the successful develop- 
ment of multiethnic, multireligious States promotes 
international peace and stability. They, therefore, urge 
other members of the international community, and 
international and regional organisations to respect the 
integrity of these States. 


President of the Russian Federation 
MOSCOW, 30 June, 1994 


Prime Minister of the 


Republic of India 
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Declaration on Cooperation 


The following 1s the declaration on the further develop- 
ment and intensification of cooperation between the 
Republic of India and the Russian Federation: 


The Russian Federation and the Republic of India, 
here-in-after referred to as the Sides. 


Proceeding from the mutual desire of the peoples of the 
Russian Federation and the Republic of India to further 
strengthen their friendship and enhance their coopera- 
tion to mutual benefit. 


Convinced that such cooperation corresponds to the 
fundamental long term interests of both countries and 
strengthening global peace and security. 


Determined to build on the positive legacy of bilateral 
relations between the two countries, 


Emphasizing the fundamental and lasting importance of 


the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the 
Russian Federation and the Republic of India. 


Re-affirming their commitment to the aims and princi- 
ples of the United Nations Charter, 


Declare as follows: 


1. The visit of the Prime Minister of India, Mr. P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, to the Russian Federation from June 29 
to July 2, 1994, the Russian-Indian talks, held in an 
atmosphere of traditional friendship and trust, and the 
agreements signed thereafter, gave a strong impetus and 
new momentum to the development of bilateral relations 
between the two Sides and initiated a qualitatively new 
stage of their constructive interaction on a broad range 
of bilateral, regional and international issues. 


2. The Sides noted their broad identity of views on global 
and regional issues and reaffirmed their determination 
to continue their close cooperation in the international 
arena with a view to promoting the establishment of a 
just and equitable world order. 


3. The Sides believed that international peace and secu- 
rity, adherence to democratic and secular values, obser- 
vance of human rights and economic growth with social 
justice are essential prerequisites for sustainable eco- 
nomic development and enrichment of the intellectual. 
spiritual, cultural and social life of their peoples. They 
underlined their commitment to deepening bilateral 
cooperation as well as cooperation with other countries 
sharing the same ideals in the interest of furthering the 
positive achievements of recent years, and in a joint 
search for ways of resolving contemporary problems. 


4. The two Sides have similar views regarding the 
important role of the United Nations Organisation in 
furthering the cause of world peace and security. They 
noted with satisfaction the growing authority of the 
United Nations Organisation and agreed to continue to 
promote strengthening, increasing the efficiency and 
further democratisation of this organisation. The United 
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Nations system should reflect the changing realities of 
the contemporary world to the fullest extent. 


5. The Sides reiterated their fundamental commitment 
to all measures aimed at the complete and universal 
elimination of weapons of mass destruction. They agreed 
in particular to make every effort to facilitate the early 
conclusion of multilaterally negotiated comprehensive 
treaties on the universal ban on nuclear tests and cessa- 
tion of the production of fissile materials for weapons 
purposes. 


6. The Sides noted with concern that new problems and 
conflicts have emerged in the world whose settlement 
requires greater attention and efforts by the international 
community. Aggressive nationalism, religious and polit- 
ical extremism, terrorism and separatism present a spe- 
cial threat to the territorial integrity and unity of sover- 
cign States and international peace and stability. 
Mindful of this, the Sides adopted the Moscow Declara- 
tion on the Protection of the Interests of Pluralistic 
States. 

7. The Sides reiterated their deep interest in promoting 
peace and stability in the area between the borders of the 
Republic of India and the Russian Federation. They 
expressed particular concern over the continuing sangul- 
nary conflict in Afghanistan and its negative impact on 
the adjacent States and called for a speedy political 
settlement. 


8. The Sides expressed their serious concern at the 
continuing tension on the Tajik-Afghan border. They 
reiterated the need to resolve the situation by political 
means and support the continuation of the inter-Tayik 
dialogue. 


9. The Sides expressed their satisfaction with the con- 
tinuing improvement of their relations with the coun- 
tries of the Asia-Pacific Region and the development of 
consolidative processes therein. They noted the affinity 
of their approaches to the problems of the Asia-Pacific 
Region and favour the intensification of constructive 
interaction in settling existing conflicts and disputes in 
this region through peaceful means. 


10. The Sides expressed their readiness to cooperate 
bilaterally and with all other States in combating ter- 
rorism, including that supported from outside. subver- 
sive activities and international crime, which pose a 
serious threat to the territorial integrity and the demo- 
cratic and secular nature of their States and the human 
rights of their citizens. 


11. Taking account of the present state and the prospects 
of their bilateral cooperation, and the process of imple- 
mentation of the agreements reached during the visit of 
the President of the Russian Federation to India in 
January 1993, the Sides agreed to concentrate their 
efforts in the following directions. 


12. The Sides will utilise to the full extent the new 
opportunities which are emerging as a result of market- 
oriented changes and reforms in their economies 1n the 
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direction of greater openness, competition and integra- 
tion with the world economy. 


13. The Sides will encourage cooperation between both 
public and private sector organisations in setting up, 
modernising and reconstructing investment projects, the 
establishment of joint ventures, as well as mutually 
beneficial investments in their territories. In acccor- 
dance with their national legislation and international 
commitments, they will facilitate the creation of favour- 
able organisational, fiscal and legal conditions for entre- 
preneurial and other forms of economic activity for each 
other’s entities. 


14. The Sides expressed their desire to further develop 
scientific and technological cooperation, especially in 
such high technology areas as utilisation of nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes, exploration and uses of 
outer space for peaceful purposes, joint research, devel- 
opment and designing of lasers and laser technologies, 
new generation passenger aircraft and information tech- 
nology. They agreed that there was need for expediting 
the industrial and commercial application of bilateral 
cooperation in high-technology areas. 


15. The Sides reaffirmed the significance of the inter- 
governmental agreement on defence cooperation signed 
in New Delhi in January 1993, and agreed to continue 
their efforts to further develop their military-technical 
cooperation, including the establishment of joint pro- 
duction aimed, inter-alia, at export to third countries. 
They reiterated that their military cooperation is not 
directed against any third party. 


16. The Sides attached great importance to the further 
development of cooperation in human resource develop- 
ment and facilitating greater people-to-people contacts, 
particularly in the field culture, education, art, informa- 
tion, tourism and sports. They will undertake concrete 
measures in these areas under the cultural exchange 
programme signed in 1993 and other bilateral arrange- 
ments. 


17. With the shared aim of providing for the dynamic 
and comprehensive development of their relations, the 
Sides signed Declarations on the Protection of the Inter- 
ests of Pluralistic States and on the Further Develop- 
ment and Intensification of Cooperation between India 
and the Russian Federation, Agreements on Cooperation 
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space for Peaceful 
Purposes, Science and Technology, Information Tech- 
nology. Tourism, Protection of the Environment and 
Natural Resources, Memoranda on Cooperation in the 
fields of Meteorology and Standardisation, Metrology 
and Certification, Protocol on extending the Inter- 
Governmental Agreement of September 17, 1992 and 
the Agreement on the formation of the Indo-Russian 
aviation enterprise. They also declared their intention to 
conclude, as early as possible, Agreements on Promotion 
and Protection of Mutual Investment, Air Services and 
Merchant Shipping. 
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18. The results of the Indo-Russian Summit in Moscow 
once again confirmed the fruitful and constructive 
nature of the bilateral political dialogue at the highest 
level and the need to continue it on a regular basis. The 
continuation of this dialogue and bilateral and interna- 
tional interaction will promote multifaceted cooperation 
between the Republic of India and the Russian Federa- 
tion, which contributes significantly to peace and sta- 
bility in Asia and in the world. 


19. Signed in Moscow on June 30, 1994 in two copies 
each in Hindi, Russia and English languages. 


President of the 
Russian Federation 


Prime Minister of the 


Republic of India 


Defense Protocol Signed 
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[Article by Vladimir Radyuhin: “Russia Promises to 
Meet Defence Needs”’] 


[Text] Moscow, June 30—Russia has agreed to meet 
India’s defence needs and will import from India $800- 
million worth of commodities this year. The two coun- 
tries also plan to double their trade in the next couple of 
years. 


Speaking at the delegation level talks in the Kremlin 
today, the Russian President, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, specif- 
ically mentioned military cooperation between the two 
countries and indicated that India’s defence require- 
ments would be met. 


For his part, Russia’s Prime Minister, Mr. Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, expressed the hope that Russia would be able 
to import goods worth $800 millions from India this 
year. This represents an increase of about 60 percent 
against last year. To facilitate imports from India the 
Russian Government has agreed to extend an 180-day 
credit facility to importers. 


India’s Minister of Commerce, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, 
said he had every expectation of doubling the volume of 
bilateral trade to Rs.5,000 crores [rupees] in the next two 
years. 


In the defence field the two sides signed a protocol 
extending the 1992 Russian credit of $830 millions for 
another two years, and an agreement on the formation of 
Indo-Russian Aviation Private Ltd. joint venture [JV], 
likely to be set up at Nasik. The JV, established by HAL 
[Hindustan Aeronautics Limited], and ICICI [Industrial 
Credit and Investment Corporation of India] on the 
Indian side and the “Rosvooruzhenie” arms exporting 
company together with MiG designers and manufac- 
turers, on the Russian side, will be registered soon under 
Indian law with authorised share capital of $400 million 
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at 50-50 equity. The JV would provide a wide range of 
support and maintenance to Indian and third countnes’ 
military aircraft. 


The two co-chairmen of the Indo-Russian Joint Com- 
mission have finalised the formation of six working 
groups in the areas of trade and economic cooperation, 
power and non-conventional energy sources, mining and 
metallurgy, science and technology, oil and coal. The 
working groups are to meet before September and the 
Joint Commission will meet in full session in Moscow. 


Mr. Yuri Yarov, Russian co-chairman of the Joint Com- 
mission, said that although the six working groups did 
not include culture, the cultural component would be 
added to the commission. He announced that a Russian 
Days cultural festival in India and Indian Days in Russia 
would be organised shortly. He also mentioned that Mr. 
Chernomyrdin was personally monitoring the work of 
the Joint Commission. 


Mr. Chernomyrdin expressed the view that the Joint 
Commission had to implement all decisions taken 
between the two governments since January 1993, when 
Mr. Yeltsin visited India. He also referred to the possi- 
bilities of setting up joint ventures in motor vehicle and 
civil aircraft production. Mr. Mukherjee said that the 
Central Banks of the two countries had signed the 
necessary banking arrangements and announced that the 
ECGC [Export Credit and Guarantee Corporation] 
cover to exports through the Novorossiisk port would be 
extended. 


Russian Media Reaction 
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{Article by Vladimir Radyuhin: ‘No Profit for Russia in 
Defence Trade With India”’] 


[Text] Moscow, June 30—As the Prime Minister, Mr. 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, began his official engagements in 
Moscow, Russian media poured some cold water on the 
prospects of Indo-Russian defence cooperation. 


The independent SEGODNYA (Today) daily said Rus- 
sian defence supplies to India have become erratic 
because Russian factories are losing money on Indian 
defence orders. 


According to the daily, the main obstacle to at least 
partial resumption of Indo-Russian trade in general and 
defence cooperation in particular, is the system of pay- 
ment through clearing rupees and dollars. To turn 
clearing rupees or dollars into roubles, Russian defence 
exporters must purchase Indian goods and sell them in 
Russia, which is too complicated a commercial transac- 
tion for factories which have gone independent under 
the pro-market reform. 


As clearing rupees and dollars are often stuck for months 
in Indian banks, their rouble equivalent grows apace 
with the depreciation against the dollar, and Russian 
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exporters have to pay steep taxes on their rouble profits. 
The daily claims that Russian factories lose between 20 
to 30 percent on rupee-commodity-rouble transactions. 


Reinvestment of clearing rupees into the Indian 
economy could help solve the problem, but the Russian 
Central Bank does not allow such deals in an effort to 
stem the outflow of capital from Russia. 


Even the Russian $830-million credit to India for 
defence purchases has not been of much help, says the 
daily, because the Russian Finance Ministry has been 
withdrawing ever larger percentages of the credit money 
back to the state budget. The defence industry’s share of 
the state credit financing of Indian defence orders has 
progressively declined from 65 percent in early 1993 to 
40 percent in autumn 1993 and to 30 percent today. 


The SEGODNYA says that Russian manufacturers of 
warship equipment for the Indian Navy are just refusing 
to work on such terms. As a result the Indian pro- 
grammes of building Alfa-series warships and tanks have 
ground to a halt. 


Quoting defence industry officials, the daily asserts that 
Russian factories are losing money in the production of 
spareparts for the Russian-built military hardware in 
India, because the soaring prices of raw materials. an 
overall fall in production and an acute payments crisis in 
Russia have sharply pushed up arms production costs. 


While Russian and Indian officials try to resolve the 
bottlenecks in naval equipment supplies, Gen. Viktor 
Samoilov, head of the ““Rosvooruzhenie” arms exporting 
company, has offered India, a switch over of defence 
credit funds for the purchase of MIG-29 and SU-27 
planes. 


Whatever, be solutions of the problem of defence sup- 
plies found during Mr. Rao’s visit, says the paper, they 
will bring only temporary improvements. ‘““A booming 
trade between the cost-ineffective economies of India 
and Russia was only possible in the very specific condi- 
tions of the 1970s and 1980s under a developed and 
mature socialism in the Soviet Union and a not- 
so-mature but developed enough socialism in India,” 
concludes the daily. 


Rao Press Conference 
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[Article by Anand K. Sahay: “Breakthrough in Ties With 
Russia: Rao”’} 


[Text] On board the prime minister’s special aircraft, 
July 2—The Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
today said his visit to Moscow had “helped in achieving 
a real breakthrough in bilateral relations” between India 
and Russia which had sagged with the process of the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 


Ata formal press conference aboard Air-India on his way 
home, Mr. Rao exuded confidence that there was a 
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sturdy basis for the two path-breaking political declara- 
tions he signed with the Russian President, Mr. Boris 
Yeltsin, in Moscow two days ago. 


Specially asked, in the context of Indian anxieties over 
possible Russian arms sales to Pakistan, if the spirit of 
the two grand declarations would not be diluted should 
Moscow effect weapons transfers to Islamabad, the 
Prime Minister noted with forthnght emphasis: “I don't 
think so. I don’t believe so.” 


The Prime Minister gave the impression that he might 
have assurances that the contemplated sales to Pakistan 
may not materialise in the end, or would be of such a 
magnitude as to have little impact on the military 
balance in South Asia. Essentially, Mr. Rao appeared to 
be underlining the value of political understanding 
reached between India and Russia in the context of the 
post-Cold War world. 


Epoch-making Declaration 


Describing the Moscow Declaration—which enshrines 
principles of protecting plural societies—as ‘“‘epoch- 
making,” the Prime Minister said it concentrated on the 
main problems the world was facing in the post-bloc 
situation—namely, of dealing with conflicts resulting 
from sectarian nastiness, such as religious exclusivism, 
political extremism and terrorism springing from these. 


Mr. Rao was pragmatic enough to state that the political 
documents signed in Moscow were only a declaration of 
intent on the part of the two States. 


‘Now we have to go into details. Our Home Minister is 
going to Russia soon. Terrorism and narcotics and such 
issues, would figure,”’ he noted. 


The Moscow Declaration was a recognition of the “stark 
reality we face in the world today,” the Prime Minister 
observed. 


In a prepared opening statement circulated to pressper- 
sons on board his special aircraft, Mr. Rao said: “I can 
characterise my visit as an extremely useful and suc- 
cessful one. I return home fully satisfied.” 


Enumerating reasons for this assessment, he noted the 
“similarity of views between India and Russia on var- 
ious matters; the concrete action taken during my visit 
through the signing of agreements and the identification 
of areas of cooperation; the noteworthy Moscow Decla- 
ration on the Protection of the Interests of Pluralistic 
States; the all-round feelings of goodwill and friendship 
that I encountered during my visit; and the fact that 
Indo-Russian friendship and cooperation contribute to 
peace and stability around the world.” 


The statement noted that the Prime Minister's visit to 
Moscow was designed to provide further momentum to 
bilateral India-Russian relations, and to open up con- 
crete possibilities for cooperation after Mr. Yeltsin's 
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visit to New Delhi last year which gave a new impetus to 
ties between the two countries. 


The Prime Minister's statement underlined that under 
the Moscow Declaration—which was “‘unique”—the 
peoples of India and Russia had already exercised their 
right to self-determination. The Declaration also noted 
the growing threat to pluralistic societies from religious 
and political extremism, terrorism and separatism, Mr. 
Rao said. 


The implied reference to Kashmir ts self-evident in these 
observations. 


The Prime Minister also said that the nine agreements 
signed on various subjects “show the extent and depth of 
Indo-Russian bilateral relations.” 


Mr. Rao noted that more remained to be done in 
overcoming past dislocations in trade between the two 
countries to ensure that bilateral interaction attained “a 
self-sustaining, smooth momentum, free of disloca- 
tions.” 


The Prime Minister noted that trade turnover between 
the two countries was not as large as it used to be in the 
days of the former Soviet Union. He said he conveyed to 
the Russian leaders that the private sectors in the two 
countries should interact more “given the economic 
changes in our respective countries.” 


Mr. Rao also told his hosts that Russian investments in 
the infrastructure field in India would be welcome, 
though these would have to compete with others on a 
global basis. 


The Prime Minister said he was confident that science 
and technology cooperation between the two countries 
would gain further momentum after the signing of an 
agreement in this area. 


Mr. Rao recalled the “flourishing” relationship in the 
past in areas, such as, defence and science and tech- 
nology. and said the dislocations in supply of defence 
spares were noted during talks in Moscow. 


“We expect to work with our Russian friends to see how 
best to overcome it,” he noted, and said the two coun- 
tries would be working together on upgrading the Indian 
MiG-21 fleet. 


PTI reports from Moscow: 


Mr. Rao who left for Delhi here this morning was seen 
off at the Moscow airport by the Russian Prime Min- 
ister. Mr. Viktor Chernomyrdin, other leaders and offi- 
cials as well as staff of the Indian Embassy. 


The formal farewell ceremony for Mr. Rao was held 
yesterday afternoon at the Kremlin where he was seen off 
by the Russian President, Mr. Boris Yeltsin. 
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PM Returns 
UNI reports from New Delhi: 


The Prime Minister returned here this evening after a 
four-day visit to Russia. Mr. Rao who was accompanied 
by a high-level delegation that included the Commerce 
Minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, and the Civil Aviation 
Minister Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad, was received at the 
airport by senior officials. 


Analyst’s Assessment 
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[Article by K.K. Katyal: “Pragmatism Marks Moscow 
Declaration’ 


[Text] New Delhi, July 1—The striking point about the 
two political documents signed in Moscow by the Prime 
Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao, and the Russian 
President, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, is pragmatism. Free from 
sentiments and ideological overtones, the several formu- 
lations deal with matters of concern to each side. Para 
after para, the two documents—the Moscow Declaration 
on the protection of the interests of pluralistic States and 
the Declaration on the development of mutual coopera- 
tion—relate to the problems and challenges confronting 
New Delhi and Moscow. The treatment 1s clinical—no 
flamboyance, no flourishes, no frills. 


This is the joint response of the two Governments to the 
contemporary situation—terrorism, aggressive nation- 
alism, the need to protect unity in diversity and to guard 
against ethnic cleansing. The contrast with the Delhi 
Declaration of 1986—between the then Prime Minister, 
Rajiv Gandhi and Mr. Gorbachev in his capacity as the 
General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union—is sharp. That document merely enunciated prin- 
ciples. 


The declarations are high on symbolisms, short on 
specifics. References to concrete situations have been 
avoided—obviously after due deliberation. This is not 
without significance. Perhaps, Russia does not want to 
embroil itself in controversies, or get on the wrong side 
of any other country, in Asia or elsewhere. At the same 
time, it recognises the commonalities in the threats 
facing the two countries and has made use of the 
opportunity provided by Mr. Rao’s visit for a joint 
expression of shared concerns. As the first declaration 
says Russia and India, being among the largest multieth- 
nic, multilingual, multireligous States, recognise their 
responsibility for opposing the threats to democracy and 
peace. Both of them are, thus, vulnerable to same nega- 
tive forces—and their response had to be identical. 


Some in India may not be happy with the two documents 
confining themselves to symbolism and with the care 
taken in not spelling out concrete situations. They may 
have liked an explicit reference, say, to Kashmir, to the 
problem India faces as a result of the export of terrorism 
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from across the border. One of the declarations does 
mention the situation along the Tajik-Afghan border as 
well as in Afghanistan, to the area between the borders of 
India and Russia. Also, there 1s a pointed reference to the 
Asia-Pacific region. Why then shy away from men- 
tioning Kashmir, if not for any pro-India comment, at 
least for suggesting a dialogue and settlement of the 
problem through peaceful means under the Shimla 
Agreement? Even the Indo-US. joint statement, issued 
on the conclusion of Mr. Rao’s talks with the U.S. 
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, contained a specific refer- 
ence to i1t—‘the two leaders agreed on the need for 
bilateral negotiations between India and Pakistan to 
resolve outstanding issues, including Jammu and Kash- 
mir, as envisaged in the Shimla Agreement.” 


On its part, Pakistan may derive consolation from the 
absence of a Kashmir reference. In it Islamabad may see 
confirmation of the vague pointers that Moscow was not 
unfavourably inclined towards it. 


But have not symbolisms lent strength to the two declara- 
tions? It should be a matter of satisfaction to India that the 
formulations, jointly enunciated by the two sides. take care 
of its problems (which are also the problems of Russia). 
Witness, for instance. the reference to “a growing threat 
from the forces of aggressive nationalism. religious and 
political extremism, terrorism and separatism which strike 
at the unity of pluralistic States” or reiteration of support 
for each other’s territorial integrity “‘as constituted by law 
and enshrined in their respective Constitutions.” 


Some 25 million ethnic Russians live in other republics of 
the former Soviet Union, mostly in Central Asia, and there 
has been migrations because of the changed context. This 
is a matter of concern to Russia, and India understands tt. 
In the words of the declaration, India feels that these 
ethnic groups should have equal protection before law and 
that their fundamental rights be safeguarded. On its part. 
Russia “supports India’s action to create an atmosphere of 
confidence in South Asia and promote good neighbourli- 
ness and cooperation between the States of the region.” 
The point, however. 1s not elaborated. 


In a wider sense, the two declarations signify Russia’s 
return to the neighbourhood, a new recognition of geo- 
political compulsions. Quite a contrast with the earlier 
exclusive bonhomie with the West. 


Contrast With U.S. Trip 
944S03761 Madras THE HINDU in Enelish 1 Jul 94 p 13 


[Article by K.K. Katyal: “Rao Visit Not Clouded by 
Controversy] 


[Text] New Delhi, June 30—There are several contrasts 
and a few similarities between the Prime Minister. Mr. 
P.V. Narasimha Rao’s. current visit to Russia and his 
trip to the United States in May. This was not in doubt 
before Mr. Rao’s departure for Moscow but became 
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clearer today after his meeting with the Russian Presi- 
dent, Mr. Boris Yeltsin, and the signing of two major 
documents by them. 


Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Rao already had had two occasions 


to know each other—Mr. Yeltsin was here in January 
last year for a major bilateral exercise while the two 
leaders were present in New York for the Secunty 
Council summit in early 1992. This helped them to 
establish a personal rapport which stood both of them in 
good stead. But with the U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, 
last month's was Mr. Rao’s first meeting. They got along 
well and its political meaning hopefully would unfold 
itself fully soon. 


Mr. Rao’s Washington visit was preceded by hectic 
efforts to create a proper climate. The process began with 
the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State. Ms. Robin Raphel’s 
discussions here to undo the damage caused by the 
‘statements from Washington.” She was followed by her 
boss, the Deputy Secretary of State, Mr. Strobe Talbott, 
who cleared the decks, so to say, for Mr. Rao’s voyage. 
The preparatory work for the Prime Minister's Moscow 
mission was not so daunting. Not that the bilateral 
problems were any less ticklish but because the two sides 
had been seriously addressing them for over a year. The 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Yuri Yorov, who 
was here for the Indo-Russian Joint Commission 
meeting in early June. also attended to the preparatory 
exercise but that was all. 


Unlike the Washington visit, the Moscow trp did not 
evoke any serious domestic controversy. That was 
because the Indo-US. ties had been through violent ups 
and downs. The “secret” London talks, intended to 
reconcile differences between the two sides on a multi- 
lateral approach to the security of South Asia and its 
failure left a bitter taste—so much so that some opposi- 
tion parties wanted Mr. Rao to call off the U.S. trip. On 
its part the United States, through a non-paper, con- 
veyed unhappiness over what it felt was India’s with- 
drawal from the earlier position and called for a “meet- 
ing of minds” between the two Governments prior to 
Mr. Rao’s departure. 


During his current trip, Mr. Rao’s job ts to carry forward 
the process of re-structuring the ties between New Delhi 
and the new Moscow: in Washington, the objective was 
to remove misunderstandings that had crept into the 
bilateral field. to ensure that the scope for their recur- 
rence was reduced and to evolve informal modalities to 
deal with jarring notes in future. 


In the prolonged run-up to Mr. Rao’s talks with Mr. 
Clinton, the divergences on nuclear non-proliferation, 
missile technology and human rights had seriously 
strained bilateral relations. The emphatic, even aggres- 
sive advocacy by Washington of its views (which were 
completely at variance with the Indian stand) had cata- 
pulted these issues at the top of this bilateral agenda. 
pushing in the background matters, on which the two 
sides agreed—like trade and investment. 
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Mr. Rao’s U.S. visit served to restore the order of 
priorities as it should have been—the main thrust of the 
relationship, from now onward, would be on the positive 
factors, even as the dialogue on the contentious issues 
would be continued. The economic cooperation would 
get the primacy it deserved. In fact, economic diplomacy 
turned out to be a major component of the Prime 
Minister's mission. The business and corporate big-wigs, 
recognising India’s economic potential, went ahead with 
their plans in the process, forcing the official establish- 
ment to go slow on matters of disagreement. In Moscow, 
too, the focus on economic issues 1s close but with two 
differences. One, the discussion on the subject (by the 
Commerce Minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee) would be 
continuation of the process, already set into motion as a 
result of agreements in the past and the job now was to 
review their working and find out ways to deal with 
difficulties and problems that could not be anticipated. 
Two, defence and political matters were equally promi- 
nent in the Moscow agenda. The defence cooperation 
was formalised through the two agreements signed today 
while the political content was emphasised through the 
two statements. 


The texts of these documents had been finalised at the 
preparatory state in the two capitals, with the result that 
Mr. Rao and Mr. Yeltsin were able to affix their signa- 
tures within a few hours after the Prime Minister began 
his first working day in Moscow. 


As regards nuclear non-proliferation and human rights, 
Russia’s views were on all fours with the U.S. position 
but it did not let the differences come in the way of 
bilateral cooperation, at any stage. 


Police Director Claims Peace Restored in Punjab 


944503904 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 25 Jun 94 p 17 


[Text] London, June 24 (PTI)}—The director-general of 
Punjab police, Mr K.P.S. Gill, claims that peace has been 
restored in Punjab causing “minimum damage” in the 
operation against terrorist elements. 


Speaking to the press, Mr Gill said he was conscious of 
the human rights of individuals in the state and his 
perception of the human rights was to act against ter- 
rorism Causing minimum damage and that was a lesson 
for all security forces dealing with terrorists. 


Replying to a volley of questions from western journal- 
ists about allegations of human mghts abuses by security 
forces in Punjab, he said several police officials were 
facing action for “dereliction of duty.” 


He was repeatedly quizzed by one western journalist 
about the alleged disappearance of Harjit Singh whose 
case has been taken up by Amnesty International and 
other western human rights groups. 
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The Punjab police chief denied allegations relating to 
Harjit Singh’s “mysterious disappearance” and his pos- 
sible killing in an alleged fake encounter, saying every 
effort was being made to trace him. 


Anyone found guilty of “dereliction of duty” in his case, 
too, would face action, he said and denied liquidation of 
arrested terrorists in allegedly fake encounters with the 


police. 


A group of so-called Khalistan protagonists held a noisy 
demonstration outside the Indian high commission 
where Mr Gill addressed the press conference. 


They shouted anti-Gill slogans and distributed literature 
alleging human rights violations in Punjab. 


Replying to questions, Mr Gill said in all about 25,000 
people, including policemen, had been killed in Punjab 
and 70 to 80 percent of them were Sikhs. 


Asked about those reported missing, the Punjab police 
chief said that a large number of youth had left the 
country and many of them were now living as asylum 
seekers in western countries. There were about 6,000 
Sikh youth in Belgium alone, he said. 


Referring to the demonstration by the so-called 
Khalistan protagonists outside the Indian high commis- 
sion, Mr Gill said there were no pro-Khalistanis in 
Punjab. Only small groups were active in the UK, the 
United States and Canada. 


He said peace had returned to Punjab and there was no 
terrorism and it would never rise there again. 


Mr Gill is in transit here from Barcelona where he had 
gone to receive the “safe skies award 1993” instituted by 
the world development council’s global super project. 


The Punjab police chief was felicitated by the U.S.-based 
organisation for his role in successfully negotiating the 
release of those held hostage on an Indian Airlines flight 
from Delhi to Srinagar in April 1993. 


Replying to questions about the situation in Kashmir, 
Mr Gill said his knowledge of the developments in 
Kashmir was based on reports from the state where 
pre-eminence position was that of the army in handling 
the situation. 


Asked who could contain militancy better—the police or 
the army, he said “‘as a policeman I will always say the 


police.” 


Speaking from his experience of fighting terrorism in 
Punjab, Mr Gill said “the army’s training and perception 
is different. They were trained to fight an enemy in a 
battlefield. In anti-terrorist operations in Punjab, there 
was no enemy. It was a fight against our own people so 
the police was better placed in tackling the situation.” 
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“But the situation is different in Kashmir where the 
army is the only answer to trained mercenaries waging 
an armed operation against the state,” he said. 


Magazine Interviews Space Research Leaders 


Mission Plans, Cryogenic Engines 


944503894 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 18 Jun 94 p § 


[All quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Bangalore, June 17—Initial studies to determine 
the inter-planetary trajectory of spacecrafts have been 
conducted at the ISRO Satellite Centre (ISAC) and 
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), Bombay, 
according to Dr. K. Kastumrangan, chairman, Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Space Com- 
mission. 


However, according to Dr. Kasturirangan, who is also 
secretary, Department of Space (DoS), a lot still needs to 
be done in this regard in a much more rigorous fashion. 


Speaking on ISRO’s plans for planetary missions, in an 
interview to SPACE INDIA house journal of ISRO, Dr. 
Kasturirangan points out that the scale of investments 
needed for inter-planetary missions and activity, was 
several orders higher than what one usually would be 
spending on a launch vehicle or a full scale satellite 
programme. 


However, in this regard, according to the ISRO chief, 
there were two options available. One 1s to test flight Geo 
Stationary Launch Vehicle (GLSV) with a mission sce- 
nario like injecting the spacecraft into an interplanetary 
trajectory. 


The other, Dr. Kasturnrangan says, would be to explore 
the chances of joint international cooperation where a 
‘right idea of an Indian scientist to fly a payload which 
can provide some very novel measurements or look for 
new information’ could become part of the interplane- 
tary mission. 


In another related interview, Prof. U.R. Rao. former 
chairman, says he suspects “commercial motives” to be 
behind the U.S. embargo on the supply of cryogenic 
engines and the transfer of its technology by Russia to 
India. 


“We had very tough negotiations with Russians and we 
are getting a few more engines from them in lieu of the 
technology transfer” he states. 


Observing that the ISRO would be able to make its own 
cryogenic engine on the basis of the technology transfer 
till October 1993, Prof. Rao says “we should be able to 
go ahead and probably take two more years, till 1998. to 
make it on our own. Meanwhile, the stages procured 
from Russia will enable us to move fast (in the GSLV 
programme),”’ he adds. 
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Manpower Utilization, Other Details 


IASOZ89B Bombay THE SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 26 Jun 94 p 3 


[Text] Bombay, June 25—The chairman of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Dr Krishnaswamy 
Kasturirangan, has expressed the view that the man- 
power in the country’s space establishments has never 
been utilised fully. 


“One has to really look again at questions like—how 1s 
manpower deployed? What kind of individual roles are 
there for people? Are we getting the maximum output 
from the total number of people we have? Or, is there 
any scope for improvement?” the country’s space chief 
has asked. 


Dr Kasturirangan has made known his views in an 
interview published in the recent issue of SPACE 
INDIA, the official organ of ISRO. 


He said that in ISRO there were groups of technical 
people who have completed their technical commit- 
ments to various programmes in terms of development 
and they would like to take up more challenging research 
and development tasks. ‘So this 1s one area which one 
can look into in a more detailed way and see what kind 
of a plan could be chalked out,” Dr Kasturirangan said. 


According to him the important thing was to see that the 
strength within ISRO was fully utilised. “A suitable 
action plan has to be evolved to do this,” he said in the 
SPACE INDIA interview. 


In reply to another question, he said that ISRO has 
already started some form of rejuvenation. He said that 
ISRO was mainly dependent upon the way its different 
centres function. “The centres have to develop a certain 
type of working culture. If the working culture during the 
last several years has in any way suffered, we must look 
at what people at various levels are doing, how they are 
placed, what kind of roles they have and what kind of 
visibility they have in their own position,” he said. 


Reiterating this point, he said, “I think that our centres 
probably need to pay a little more attention to these 
issues. 


Referring to some other issues, he said that some pre- 
liminary studies have been done both at the ISRO 
Satellite Centre and the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
for determining the trajectory for going to Mars, Venus, 
Mercury and so on. 


‘But, much more needs to be done in a more rigorous 
fashion. One could start investment in terms of study 
and not in terms of money. The other possibility would 
be to explore international co-operation where the right 
idea of an Indian scientist to fly a payload which could 
provide some very novel measurements or look for new 
information could become part of the interplanetary 
mission,” he said 
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Talking about what has been termed as “ISRO Culture,” 
the former chairman of the organisation Professor U.R. 
Rao, said in the interview that the term explains a sense 
of total freedom... “‘where even the youngest member of 
the team can get up and say to chairman, ‘it is wrong’.”’ 


IRAN 


Call For Restoration of Relations With U.S. 
Condemned 


941 A0200A Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Jun 94 p 6 


[Unattributed article from the Reflection of the Press 
section: “Invitation to Reconciliation. How Far?’’] 


[Text] Mr. Hojjati states that the American journalists 
were guests of our country and our people, but instead of 
receiving kindness, they were insulted. Were the Ameri- 
cans really invited by the Iranian press to be guests of the 
Iranian journalists? 


Mr. Mohammad Javad Hojjati Kermani is a man of rare 
qualifications and perhaps unique among his peers, 
because without such a person one would forget that it 
would be possible to swim against the current or to prove 
a right by making unrelated statements. One may also 
forget that a soccer player may shoot the ball into his 
own net disorientedly and then cry out with extreme joy: 
“Score, score; what is the difference between nets?” 


But this writer wonders why our Mr. Hojjati aims at his 
own team’s net. He once was defending the National 
Front and the Freedom Movement by questioning the 
Imam’s integrity and his establishment. Using the slogan 
of unity, he tried to assert that discords between great 
men such as Martyr Beheshti and Engineer Bazargan 
were superficial and arose from their own will and 
whims. At other times, Mr. Hojjati was busy mediating 
between Martyr Rajai and Bani-Sadr by preaching in the 
Consultative Assembly that the people of our country 
should awake from their slumber. His defense of Bani- 
Sadr, under the guise of invitation to peace and unity, 
continued up to the last days of Bani-Sadr’s presidency. 
Indeed, Mr. Hojjati never curtailed his duties! 


Exhortations, giving counsel, invitation to reconciliation 
and peaceful co-existence were part of his body and soul 
without any limitation. They have gone beyond the 
continent of Asia and embodied the West and America. 


Our nation knows that its difficulties are not generated by 
severance of the relations with America, but they go back 
to the Iranian economic structure. Resumption of these 
relations cannot change anything. Not only resumption of 
the relations did not resolve the problems of Egypt, 
Turkey...but it aggravated them. 


Mr. Hojjati was recently enraged by what he called the 
exaggerated reaction of the Iranian press in refusing to 
take part in the discussions with the editors of the 
democratic and humane press of America, calling this 
action against morale and humanity! 
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Mr. Hojjati favors not only mediation, but also shooting 
the ball into his own net. He asks why the press in Islamic 
Iran humiliated their guests instead of welcoming them. 
Why did the Iranian newspapers have such an undemo- 
cratic encounter with the press of a country in which 
democracy is very deep-rooted? Why did the establish- 
ment miss the opportunity for exchanging ideas with their 
13 American counterparts? Is it not against the traditions 
of journalism? Mr. Hojjati calls on the establishment to 
thoroughly revise its relations with those (including the 
Americans) who are of differing opinions and says that we 
have gone too far in our hostility, especially toward 
America, and forgotten fairness. 


Those are the roots of Mr. Hojjati’s anger. He who 
undeniably was a good fighter in the past has now 
forgotten that our country had 25 years of close relations 
with America from Mordad 1332 to Bahman 1357 
{August 1953 to February 1979], and therefore knows by 
experience that if such relations were to be beneficial to 
our country, it should have been so in the past. Instead, 
all was unilateral and in the American interest. Our 
people know that these problems are not generated by 
severing relations with America, but are the result of the 
Iranian economic structure. The resumption of relations 
cannot change the situation. The resumption of relations 
with America in the past not only did not resolve the 
problems of Egypt, Turkey...but it also aggravated them. 


Mr. Hoyyati states that the American journalists were 
invited by the government and were guests of the Iranian 
people, but instead of welcoming them, we humiliated 
them. Now we ask if they really were invited by the Iranian 
press to be considered by our journalists as their guests. 


It must be noted that refusing to accept American envoys 
was not an unprecedented event in our country. Did not 
our Imam send back to Turkey the American envoy who 
was on his way to Iran after the victory over the spy den? 
Still more important, were not more than 100 so-called 
American diplomats taken hostage for 444 days by order 
of our Imam? How does Mr. Hojyjati evaluate this event 
with such disbelief? 


If a refusal to meet with the American journalists 1s not 
reasonable, moral, legitimate, and contrary to our inter- 
ests, what could be the justification behind the arrest of 
American spies? Was their arrest also unjustifiable? 


With such an analysis, Mr. Hojjati certainly wants to say 
that an unlawful act 1s unlawful regardless of who 
commits it. Let us remember our great man who once 
woefully said: “lam concerned about the day when some 
people take up their pens to ask why we went to war or 
fought international arrogance.” How soon that day has 
come to pass! 


Mr. Hojjati calls the reaction of our journalists ‘““undemo- 
cratic’ and depicts the press in the West. including the 
American press, as “humane and democratic.” It must be 
noted that not only Mr. Hojjati makes this big mistake, but 
also many others follow the same line in believing that our 
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press is not equally free. The publication of fatherly 
exhortations by Mr. Hojjati, who in his short and eloquent 
article of Monday, 2 Khordad 1323 [23 May 1994], 
criticized the whole establishment and asked for a funda- 
mental policy revision, alone proves the freedom of our 
press. Concerning the character of the Western press, 
including that in America, it 1s enough to observe how they 
treat phenomena such as the victory of Muslims in Turkish 
and Algerian elections to measure the respect of such press 
for justice, morality and democracy. It 1s amazing that Mr. 
Hojjati has such enormous difficulty grasping the truth. 
The main point of his altruistic views is his invitation toa 
“change of mind and an essential and fundamental revi- 
sion of principles by the Islamic Republic.” 


Mr. Hojjati has not explained what he meant by “‘essen- 
tial and fundamental principles,” but from his emphasis 
it is understood one of them is the fight against world 
domination. 


Mr. Hojjati claims that we have gone too far in hostility, 
and forgotten moderation. He then calls it a deviation, in 
citing a saying of His Holiness Ali. 


If we are correct in our interpretation, a fundamental 
revision is tantamount to a surrender and acceptance of 
such a domination. Such revision would mean that we 
were wrong in making the revolution; in carrying out 
independence and freedom: in resisting American greed; 
in not surrendering to Saddam, whose invasion of our 
country was the fulfillment of a mission given to him by 
the so-called democratic and humanitarian powers. It 
would also mean that distancing. by our Imam, of true 
Muhammadan Islam from its American type was a 
mistake, and the arrest of American spies was a tragic 
blunder. It would mean that the Islamic Republic’s 
unique support of the Bosnian people's fight 1s wrong. It 
would mean that the imperial establishment, that had 
essential and fundamental ties to the world democra- 
tized establishments, was itself a reasonable, acceptable. 
and legitimate establishment. The arguments of Mr. 
Hojjati have several other grim implications, but we 
hope that his deviation from the right way has not yet 
reached a critical point. 


At the end of his short and eloquent article, Mr. Hojjati 
claims that we have gone too far in our hostility and 
forgotten moderation. He then calls it a “deviation” by 
citing a saying of His Holiness Ali. We agree with Mr. 
Hojjati that exaggeration in everything 1s wrong, 1n every 
aspect, including friendship and hostility, but his judg- 
ment about it 1s arguable. Before analyzing this judg- 
ment, that 1s not Mr. Hoyati’s alone, we must distinguish 
the border between right and wrong and answer this 
question: Is there any shore at the sea of hostilities? 


As it 1s understood from the verses of Koran regarding 
the relations between believers and infidels, and we 
understand from the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad 
and his descendants and the founder of the Islamic 
Republic, the struggle between right and wrong 1s “essen- 
tial and fundamental.” The fight will be over only when 
one of the opponents leaves the arena 
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If we accept that America is the source and the flag 
bearer of world domination and that the Islamic 
Republic is on the other side, leading the fight against it, 
the logical conclusion would be that these two fronts 
violently clash in a permanent manner. Otherwise, we 
must agree on new principles!! On the other hand, Mr. 
Hojjati fires into his friends’ net by claiming that we 
went to extremes in hostility. These allegations are made 
while the Americans put all the obstacles in the way of 
Iranian victories, after 25 years of American looting of 
our wealth. After our revolution, they helped spies and 
rebels to overthrow the Islamic Republic, seized Iranian 
properties, every day spread a new lie against the Islamic 
Republic and did their best to prevent us from having 
peaceful relationships with the rest of the world. When- 
ever there is an opportunity to oppress the Muslims of 
the world, America is there to assist the enemies of 
Islam. Such is the character of a country described by 
Mr. Hojjati as “deeply democratic.” 


Now, let us ask who has gone too far in hostility, we or 
America? Did the press exaggerate or did Mr. Hojjati? 
The way he looks at political problems clearly shows that 
it 1s not 1n his interest to enter into a field in which one 
has to be sharp. exact, broadminded and time-conscious 
to know one’s enemies. 


In conclusion, we cite a phrase His Holiness Imam 
Khomeyni delivered on 12 Esfand 1367 [24 February 
1988] to the clergy in his last physical appearance among 
us: 


Those who still believe that we must revise our diplo- 
macy, that we acted wrongly and should not repeat our 
past mistakes; those who believe that violent slogans 
or war have caused both the East and West to distrust 
us, and have ultimately led the country into isolation; 
those who think that if we pay attention to the 
realities, our opponents will treat us in a humane way 
and will demonstrate respect toward our nation as well 
as toward Islam and Muslims, have to read the Satanic 
Verses, which 1s an example of how God wanted to be 
published now in order that the world of arrogance 
and barbarism shows its real face in enmity toward 
Islam, so that we abandon simple thinking and do not 
believe that the lack of experience 1s the only cause of 
our problems. We must understand well that the fault 
does not lie with us, but with the world devourers who 
want the annihilation of all Muslims. 


Our sincere wish 1s that our cowriters would arouse rage 
and anger in our enemies and hope in our friends. 


Parallel Drawn Between Mashhad, Hebron 
Massacres 


941.402164 Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Jun 94 p 2 


[Text] The similarity between the terrifying and 
shameful crimes the hypocrites committed yesterday— 
concurrent with Hoseyn’s Ashura observances—at the 
pure shrine of His Holiness Imam Reza, peace be upon 
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him, where a group of women, men, and young children 
were cruelly martyred, and the comparable crimes by the 
Zionists at the al-Khalil mosque, cannot and must not be 
regarded merely as a “symbolic similarity.” 


These two shameful acts cannot be seen as unrelated, 
because there is much evidence and many indications 
that the similarity and the resemblance between the 
al-Khalil incident and yesterday’s crimes by the hypo- 
crites are not merely symbolic and superficial. These two 
crimes have a common source. The ones responsible for 
the slaughter of the pilgrims to the pure shrine of Imam 
Reza, peace be upon him, and those praying and fasting 
at the Mosque of al-Khalil (peace be upon him), are 
ultimately connected with a single “crime society.” 
Although there is much to say with regard to this, it will 
be sufficient simply to discuss two points: 


A. For some time the hypocrites have had no foreign 
existence as a political group. Especially since their 
transfer to Iraq, when they became wards of this coun- 
try’s army, they have revealed their identity as a mafia- 
like and mercenary group. The black, mercenary and 
espionage record of the hypocrites is so horrifying that 
even the other counterrevolutionary groups, despite 
their many crimes, regard any kind of association with 
the hypocrites as humiliating and disgraceful, and vigor- 
ously avoid it. 


In recent years, countless instances of the hypocrites 
spying for Israel have been exposed, and reports of 
asylum being given to a number of the hypocrites by the 
usurper Jerusalem regime and the relations between this 
group’s leaders and Mosad—Israel’s spying and intelli- 
gence organization—have been published again and 
again by news agencies. These reports have also been 
cited in the domestic media. In view of the recognized 
nature of the hypocrites, one must ask, why do the 
hypocrites act as mercenaries for Israel? 


The question 1s pointless, but the answer that must be 
given is: “why should the hypocrites not be in the service 
of Israel?” That is because the hypocrites’ organization 1s 
a mercenary organization without identity. Especially in 
the last few years, it has shown clearly that it will shun no 
crime to continue its shameful life. 


It is an organization that was entirely in Iraq’s service 
during the eight years of the imposed war. It is an 
organization that mentions its spying for the Iraqi army 
in its publications, with an explosion, and it calls that 
friendly relations with Saddam! It is an organization that 
reported to the Iraqi army on the places where the 
oppressed people gather when the cities were being 
bombed by rockets. It 1s an organization that cooperates 
to smuggle narcotics to contaminate Iranian youth with 
addiction, an organization that tortures and interrogates 
Iranian prisoners of war at Iraqi detention camps. an 
organization that has descended to the lowest possible 
ethical level, to the point that it calls assigning a woman 
to her husband as a kind of ‘‘male selfishness.” In this 
group's camps in Iraq the ugliest and most horrifying 
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relations between man and woman supporters take place 
as “revolutionary achievements of the organization”! It 
is Shameful even to use the word ‘“‘shame” to describe 
this organization’s disgraceful acts. 


Why should it not act as a mercenary for Israel, which is 
the model of rancor towards the Muslim nations, and 
especially the Muslim people of Iran? It is for this reason 
that the hypocrites have not denied reports in the 
Western media—of course as a strong point!—on this 
organization’s mercenary activities for Israel. 


B. If we see clearly Israel’s deep and longstanding hos- 
tility towards Muslim nations, and especially the Muslim 
people of Iran and Palestine—and this is clear—then 
Israel’s use of the hypocrites to commit yesterday’s crime 
at Imam Reza’s (peace be upon him) pure shrine also 
appears clear and unambiguous. The Zionists were just 
as involved in yesterday's crime as they were in the crime 
at the al-Khalil mosque, and this clear point needs no 
further explanation. 


Why did they choose as their target the pure shrine of 
Imam Reza, peace be upon him, and the pilgrims 
mourning Hoseyn (peace be upon him)? Why were the 
hypocrites chosen as the agents for this terrifying crime? 
These are questions whose answers must be sought 1n the 
essence of Israel, as the “order giver” and in the so-called 
identity of the hypocrites, as the “criminal agent.” 


There 1s not much to say about the hypocrites. They are 
mercenaries and order takers, and some of the other 
groups and factions that may have been involved in this 
crime are also in a situation similar to that of the 
hypocrites. With regard to Israel, however, 1t must be 
said that the slaughter of the pilgrims mourning Hoseyn 
at the pure shrine of Imam Reza, peace be upon him, was 
done with the same motivation as the massacre of the 
fasting Muslims at the al-Khalil (peace be upon him) 
mosque, because the fire that is threatening the Zionists 
these days, by their own admission, comes from Islam 
and the religious beliefs of the Muslim nations. 


Israel has repeatedly shown its anxiety and terror of 
Muslim religious gatherings with thieving and dastardly 
attacks. A review—however brief—of these kinds of 
Zionist crimes shows clearly that Israel’s terror and 
anxiety reaches its peak especially in the months of 
Zihejjeh [2 February-3 March 1994], Moharram [14 
March - 12 April 1994] and Ramazan [5 November-4 
December 1993]. 


Examples of this daily increasing Zionist terror are 
Israel's efforts to prevent demonstrations to purge the 
polytheists, as it praised the debauching and prostituted 
Saudi rulers for their so-called success in preventing 
these rites, the massacre of those fasting and praying at 
the al-Khalil mosque, which happened during the last 
month of Ramazan, and the recent slaughter of those 
mourning for Hoseyn at the pure shrine of Imam Reza, 
peace be upon him. It is worth saying that this year also, 
as in previous years, on Hoseyn’s days of Ashura and 
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Tasu’a [22-23 March 1994] there were Israeli bombings 
and artillery attacks by the Zionist army on the Shiite 
areas in Lebanon while they were mourning Hoseyn and 
marching in self-flagellating groups. 


Finally, it is also worth mentioning that for the purpose 
of committing these kinds of crimes the Zionists, in 
addition to cooperating with the hypocrite leaders out- 
side the country, are also cooperating with some agents 
inside the country to provide the resources and prelim- 
inaries needed by the domestic hypocrite agents, such as 
the procurement of explosives and other things. In this 
regard, it is necessary to be more sensitive to the agents 
of some of the foreign embassies that have bad records of 
enmity and rancor towards Islamic Iran and its Muslim 
nation. For example, the British Embassy has repeatedly 
shown that in the absence of the American and Israeli 
Embassies in Islamic Iran, it does the most to work for 
the interests of these two nations. This point is impor- 
tant because several months ago 1n the British House of 
Lords there was open discussion of helping the hypo- 
crites damage Islamic Iran, and other things. 


Regime’s Bankrupting Policies of Textile Industry 


94L.40231C Stockholm NAMEH-YE MARDOM 
in Persian 21 Jun 94 p 6 


[Text] The increasing bankruptcy of national and 
domestic industries in the period since the revolution 1s 
one of the most important aspects of the Islamic 
Republic regime’s disastrous open-door economic 
policy, and especially that of Hashemi-Rafsanjani’s gov- 
ernment in recent years. Today the dimensions of the 
disaster have reached the point that even managers of 
industries in the private sector have spoken out in 
protest against the regime's economic policies. The 
existing crisis in the nation’s industries producing cotton 
and textiles is a telling example of this reality. 


In a serialized article published on 20 and 21 Ordibe- 
hesht 1373 [10-11 May 1994] by the publication LABOR 
AND WORKER, the dimension of the pervasive tragedy 
in the nation’s textile industries was clearly explained by 
private sector managers and some government officials. 


Quoting Al-e Eshaq, the Islamic Republic’s minister of 
commerce, this publication wrote: “...for various reasons 
the nation’s textile industries have been unable to keep 
up with international developments and technological 
advances and to maintain their quota of $50 million per 
year in textile exports.” 


The key point in this statement by the regime’s minister 
of commerce ts the phrase “for various reasons,” where 
even the minister himself, “‘for various reasons,” has 
declined to give further explanation! However, other 
statements by insiders in the nation’s textile industry 
clearly show these “‘various reasons.” 


According to Asadollah Pakseresht, executive director of 
the province of Mazandaran Cotton Gin Factories Coop- 
erative Company, the “net annual production in the 
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years prior to the revolution was 254,000 tons, of which 
100,000 tons was consumed domestically and the 
remainder was exported. Currently, annual cotton pro- 
duction in Iran 1s between 90,000 and 100,000 tons, and 
this amount meets half the domestic need.” 


According to Pakseresht, in the province of Mazandaran, 
which produces 70 percent of the nation’s cotton, “the 
43 cotton gin units in the province, which once operated 
with a capacity of 400,000 tons of unginned cotton, are 
now operating at one-third of their former capacity.” In 
his view “the lack of the necessary investment, the 
failure to replace machinery in the last few decades and 
the consequent aging and wearing of the machines and 
their parts” are the main causes of this severe drop in the 
nation’s cotton production. 


According to him, “the importation of more than 500 
million meters of cloth, a significant portion of which 
reaches the people in the form of ready-made clothing, 
has had an unwelcome effect on the nation’s economy 
and especially on Iran’s longstanding textile industry... 
In the year 1370 [21 March 1991-20 March 
1992]...about $200 million was sent out of the country 
just to procure 50 percent of the raw materials needed by 
the textile industries, and this is a great loss for a country 
that at one time was one of the world’s major cotton 
exporters.” 


According to existing statistics, just in the decade 
between 1357 and 1367 [21 March 1978-20 March 
1989], about $6 billion in foreign exchange was spent to 
import cloth and raw materials for this industry, while 
during this period only $500 million was invested for its 
machinery 


Engineer Seyved Sadeq Al-e Yasin, executive director of 
the Ministry of Industries Office of Textile and Clothing 
Industries said, “of the existing 40,000 machines in the 
nation’s textile industries, almost 40 percent of them 
have been worn out for years and give no economic 
return, and good use 1s not made of the rest of the 
machines either.” 


He then discussed the amount of cloth imported between 
1362 and 1365 [21 March 1983-20 March 1987]. He 
added: “During these years $5 billion in cloth and 
various textile goods was imported into the country. If 
we spent half this money to import textile industry 
machinery we would have no shortage and we would also 
be a cloth exporter. If during that time the money spent 
on the imported cloth, which entails a consumer burden, 
had been invested, the foundation would have been laid 
for the next 40 vears of employment in this field.” 


Al-e Yasin then compared the figures in Iran’s textile 
exports with those of other countries. He said: “In the 
year 1371 [21 March 1992-20 March 1993] revenues 
from Iran's textile and clothing exports were about $100 
million, while in the same period Turkey's revenues 
from exporting these products were $3.7 billion, India’s 
were $4.7 billion, and South Korea’s were $16 billion.” 
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What are the “various reasons” for this disastrous situ- 
ation in the nation’s textile industries? We will seek the 
answer in the remarks of some of the textile industry's 
managers and experts: 


According to Tabataba’l, an expert on the textile indus- 
tries, “a requirement for all investments in the cotton 
industries and for rebuilding textile factories is the 
procurement of foreign exchange, and the private sector 
does not have the ability to get floating and free-market 
foreign exchange.” 


Asadollah Pakseresht enumerates various reasons for 
this situation, the most important of which is “the 
government's failure to pay serious attention to invest- 
ments made in the cotton, textile, spinning, and weaving 
industries.” He then added: “Other factors damaging 
domestic production include excessive imports of textile 
products through the free ports at Qeshm and Kish, and 
so far no careful planning has been done to prevent 
this.... Since the new Customs Tariffs Law will not 
include these areas, it 1s expected that damage to 
domestic production through imports from these ports 
will continue.” 


Like Tabataba’1, Pakseresht also believes that “the uni- 
fication of the foreign exchange rate is another of this 
industry's problems, for it has caused increased produc- 
tion costs and reduced purchasing power. The nation’s 
cotton industry needs to be rebuilt. This reconstruction 
needs complementary industries and especially spare 
parts, and this is absolutely impossible to achieve for 
those working in the industry using the floating foreign 
exchange rate.” 


However, while most of the experts and managers in the 
textile industries consider the government’s economic 
policies to be the main cause of the unfortunate existing 
Situation, the regime’s officials, including Engineer 
Seyyed Sadeq Al-e Yasin. are trying to distort the reali- 
ties. Based on the government's permanent policy. they 
consider the workers to be at fault in this matter. 


Engineer Al-e Yasin, despite his knowledge of the unde- 
niable realities, some of which he mentioned himself, 
claims that ‘“‘to solve the problem in the textile indus- 
tries, the government textile units must be turned over to 
the private sector, and this transfer must be accom- 
plished with government subsidies, because all the pro- 
ducing units are ‘ailing’ and the first ailment in these 
units is the presence of a large number of nonspecialist 
workers, which has created inflation in nonspecialist 
manpower. The Textile Industries Syndicate includes 
250 factories and 427,000 workers, and in reality 25 to 
30 percent of these workers are in excess of the real 
need!” 


In fairness, 1t must be acknowledged that even if the 
“vice regency of the chief jurisconsult™ regime's officials 
and leaders have utterly failed in their management of 
the nation’s economic and industrial affairs, they have at 
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least been able to bring the nation’s “legerdemain and 
reality distortion” industry to a new peak! 


PAKISTAN 


Hamid Gul Discusses Afghanistan 


944E0155A Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA‘’ in Arabic 
12 Jul 94 pp 24-26 


[Interview with (Rt) Lt Gen Hamid Gul, ex-Pakistant 
intelligence chief, by Ra’fat Yahya in Islamabad; date 
not given: “Gen Hamid Gul, ex-Pakistani Intelligence 
Chief, Tells AL-MUJTAMA’ Secrets and Causes of Con- 
flict in Afghanistan”’] 


{ Text] Islamabad—ls there still hope to solve the Afghan 
issue after all the lives that have been taken away, the 
blood that has been shed, and the devastation that has 
devoured everything? Many have despaired of the pos- 
sibility of developing a solution to the Afghan issue and 
the mere mention of Afghanstan’s name before them 
frustrates and disappoints them. But there are others 
who have never, despite everything that has happened, 
doubted the possibility of restoring peace to Afghanstan 
and establishing an Islamic government there. These 
people don’t believe that Afghan people are the only 
party responsible for what goes on in their lands but that 
there are numerous other forces, which are keen on 
keeping the Afghan crisis unresolved and which try with 
all methods and means to deprive the Afghan jihad of the 
credibility it has gained, characterizing this jihad as 
backward and terroristic. One of those who are opti- 
mistic is Lt. Gen. Hamid Gul, the ex-Pakistani intelli- 
gence chief who has lived with the jihad experience from 
its beginning to this day and who was relieved by Benazir 
Bhutto in 1989 at the request of the United States 
because he, as they say, worked to support the sincere 
Afghan leaders and to encourage them with all the means 
to establish an Islamic state. 


While observing the real situation in Afghanistan and the 
possibility of surmounting the deadend, AL- 
MUJTAMA‘’ has visited retired Lt. Gen. Harnid Gul at 
his residence in Islamabad and conducted this interview 
with him. 


[Yahya] As a military expert deeply experienced in the 
Afghan issue since it started, how do you view Alghani- 
stan’s current situation and the crises engulfing it? 


[Gul] Before | embark on the situation, let me cast a 
quick glance at the preludes that preceded this situation. 
In fact, the Peshawar accord seemed, outwardly, as if it 
offered the mojahedin the opportunity to assume power 
in Kabul whereas the communist forces continued to 
control the various heavy weapons found there. The 
mojahedin entered the capital, carrying nothing with 
them other than the light weapons with which they had 
long waged their guerrilla warfare against both the Rus- 
sians and the communists. What is more, the mojahedin 
had had no previous experience with heavy weapons, 
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such as aircraft, missiles (Scud, [Stalin] Organ, and so 
forth), and tanks. As a normal consequence, the moja- 
hedin from both sides relied on the communist forces 
that had been trained on these weapons. The side that 
controlled Kabul relied initially on Dostam, Khad, and 
the Parchamis. The other side, which tried to wrest 
power from Ahmad Shah, relied on the Khalqi commu- 
nists. As a result, communists were given the opportu- 
nity to emerge as an influential element in the battle. 
This condition was helped by the continuation and 
escalation of the war. But the efforts exerted at the time 
helped contain the situation. I participated personally in 
bringing together Mas'ud and Hekmatyar, the two men 
who represent the main force in Afghanistan, and we 
developed an appropriate formula to end the conflicts 
between them. That formula survived for some time. But 
regrettably, both men had relied strongly on communists 
initially. Mas’ud feared at the time that Dostam would 
be dispensed with and that Hekmatyar would subse- 
quently pounce on and attack Kabul. As a result, the 
Peshawar accord did not survive. 


When fighting erupted for the first time in 1993, I went 
to Kabul again and I was able to persuade them to end 
the fighting. This was a prelude for the Islamabad and 
Jalalabad accord. There is no doubt that this accord 
suffered from a serious flaw, namely that the Islamic 
Conference Organization [ICO], which had pledged to 
form a permanent cease-fire observation committee, 
failed to take any practical steps in this regard. What 1s 
more, the reconstruction process, which the accord calls 
for and which was to be sponsored by the ICO and the 
signatories of the accord, never saw the light. Even 
though the cease-fire was not as good as one would wish, 
especially since the warring parties kept their heavy 
weapons, it lasted from 8 March 1993 until January 
1994, 1.e., more than nine full months. Throughout that 
period, no positive measures or steps were taken to 
prevent the eruption of new fighting. The ICO should 
have formed a permanent ceasefire observation com- 
mittee but it did not. 


The fighting was confined to Kabul alone and did not 
extend beyond. Therefore, it was undoubtedly easy to 
contain the situation. As a military man, I know this. 
There was a pledge to launch the reconstruction process. 
Had this actually been done, the mojahedin would have 
gotten involved in this process, would have put their 
weapons aside, and tension would have ended. It wasn’t 
essential that reconstruction be launched in Kabul first. 
There were dozens of other provinces and cities that 
were, and that continue to be, in urgent need of recon- 
structions. After all this, we continue to address the 
blame to the Afghan leaders, and | mean Hekmatyar and 
Mas‘ud only. Other Afghans shoulder a large part of the 
responsibility for failing to perform the positive role 
required to end the crisis. Everybody allowed conditions 
to move from bad to worse until they culminated tn the 
current situation. 


Add to this the other dimensions of the crisis, which are 
embodied 1n the role the Afghan communists, especially 
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the old guard from the Afghan Intelligence Agency 
(Khad), played in fanning the fires of conflict among 
Afghan factions. 


The communists and mercenaries, who are led by Rashid 
Dostam, work from within the two major parties to 
incite ethnic rancors on the one hand and to spread 
disagreements between the peoples of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan on the other hand, which is what happened 
recently when a bus carrying children was hijacked from 
Peshawar to Islamabad. Throughout 15 years of struggle, 
Afghan mojahedin had never committed such acts inside 
or outside Pakistan, despite the presence of Russian 
communists outside Afghanistan. Such acts are perpe- 
trated only by trained professionals from among Khad 
elements to sow sedition between Pakistan and Afghan- 
istan and to further complicate the situation. 


Those who plot against Afghanistan aren’t in Afghani- 
stan only. There are local plotters who supported the 
Afghan people in the past to protect their interests. But 
now that they have gotten what they want, these plotters 
have changed sides and positions. The Afghan mojahe- 
din’s success in stemming the Russian bear’s advance 
toward the Gulf, Pakistan, and India, and even their 
success in defeating the Red Army and in contributing to 
the final downfall of the Soviet Union’s star, hasn't 
pleaded on their behalf with the world to enable them to 
establish their Islamic government in Kabul. This means 
a lot to them. It means that Afghanistan will be southern 
Central Asia’s gate to the Islamic world, and this consti- 
tutes a great danger [sic] to their ideological and eco- 
nomic aspirations in the region. If one considers the 
borders adjacent to Central Asia, one notices that there 
are three main outlets that pass through Turkey, Iran, 
and Afghanistan. These outlets are Istanbul via Baku, 
Bandar Abbas via Azerbaijan, and Afghanistan via Kara- 
chi. The three outlets are blocked. Azerbaijan’s war with 
Armenia has sealed the first two outlets and the Karachi 
outlet will remain blocked as long as fighting continues 
in Afghanistan. This means that Central Asia will turn 
north to the Russians and to the other countries adjacent 
to Russia, thus denying the Islamic countries the oppor- 
tunity to work with the Central Asia republics. It 1s a 
major economic game, and not just a war between 
Hekmatyar and Rabbani. Unless we understand the 
situation within this context, we will be greatly mistaken. 


[Yahya] I don’t disagree with you on the internal and 
external plots hatched to prevent the Afghan people from 
completing their march. But don’t you agree with me 
that these plots, as you like to call them, have found the 
appropriate climate and that the Afghan leaders have 
contributed to preparing and creating this climate in one 
way or another? 


[Gul] I am not absolving the Afghan leaders. They are 
undoubtedly guilty. But Afghanistan’s friends haven't 
played the role required of them. I am not absolving the 
other Afghan leaders (other than Hekmatyar and Rab- 
bani) of their failure to perform the desired positive role 
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to end the Afghanistan crisis. The circumstances experi- 
enced by Afghanistan have created a state of mutual lack 
of trust. I have actually tried to rebuild this trust, 
especially between Hekmatyar and Rabbani. But there 
are profound suspicions on both sides. The media aren’t 
neutral in dealing with the relations between the two 
sides. Even the information that reaches Rabbani and 
Hekmatyar is very often untrue. Regrettably, each side 
bases its calculations on the information it has about the 
other side. Therefore, a committee must be created to 
build up trust between the two sides and, at the same 
time, to purge information of whatever muddies rela- 
tions between the two sides. Direct channels must be 
created for the exchange of information between the two 
sides. But regrettably, those who work with each side 
seek every means to destroy relations between Hek- 
matyar and Rabbani. | assure you—and | have the 
information—that India, Israeli intelligence, and the 
intelligence of numerous other countries exert concerted 
efforts to destroy the Afghan people and to keep them 
within the maelstrom of conflicts and problems that will 
not end except with the end of the Afghan people and 
until the Afghan jihad experience is proven to be a 
failure. 


| Yahya] There is no disagreement over the fact that the 
Afghan people are facing major challenges. But the 
prevalent belief among many of those who sympathize 
with the Afghan people is that they are responsible for 
these challenges? 


[Gul] I still say that Afghan leaders aren't the only 
responsible party. Others haven't taken the proper steps 
to help the Afghan people solve the crisis. 


As an example, take the Geneva accord that was con- 
cluded in 1988 on Afghanistan. The United Nations and 
the international parties that signed the accord insisted 
that communist forces participate in the government, 
ignoring the ideological conflict that was embodied in 
the war. What does this mean? To this date, the United 
Nations still insists that communist elements and others 
participate with the mojahedin in the government. UN 
positions are well-known to everybody. The United 
Nations is just a trumpet for the United States. UN 
policy in Kashmir, Palestine, Bosnia, and other Islamic 
areas 1s exposed. The UN position on Afghanistan can be 
summed up in continuation of the war so the Afghan 
jihad will be deprived of all the credibility it has gained. 
Communist participation in the government is intended 
to show that the United Nations, with communist par- 
ticipation, has restored peace to Afghanistan whereas 
jihad and the mojahedin have failed to do so. Despite all 
this, we continue to accuse the mojahedin of failing to 
resolve their conflicts! The mojahedin have gotten 
together repeatedly. They got together in 1989 and 
formed a 500-member shura [consultative] council in 
Pakistan that produced a provisional government under 
the chairmanship of Abdol Rasul Sayyaf. But what 
happened? Only five Islamic countries recognized that 
government. It wasn't recognized even by Pakistan! 
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Consequently, that government didn’t become an ICO or 
UN member. More than 40 Islamic governments 
refrained from recognizing Afghanistan's provisional 
government. Wasn’t that a failure on the part of friends? 


[Yahya] If friends failed, perhaps there was a justifica- 
tion for their failure. But how can you explain the war 
among brothers? What is the justification for it? 


[Gul] Afghan mojahedin have gotten together repeat- 
edly, and it is wrong to say that they haven't. They got 
together in 1989 when they formed the Rawalpindi 
consultative council. They got together when they con- 
cluded the Peshawar accord. But Nawaz Sharif was in a 
hurry to reap the fruits of victory. The mojahedin went 
to Kabul with light weapons at a time when communists 
controlled all heavy weapons. Consequently, there was 
no real transfer of power. As for the Islamabad accord, 
none of Afghanistan’s friends tried to implement its 
provisions. These friends remembered that there was an 
accord only when it expired. With renewed fighting, it 
was expected that the Islamic countries would play a 
more effective role vis-a-vis a people who have sacrificed 
1.5 million martyrs, who have more than 7 million 
refugees and more than | million wounded, and who 
have a country razed to the ground. Not one single dollar 
has been provided for the reconstruction of Afghanistan. 
What has happened is that Russia, with U.S. financing, 
has printed ‘tons’ of Afghan currency and distributed it 
to the Afghan leaders to destroy their country’s 
economy. I ask you: what interest does the United States 
have in printing Afghan money in Russia? | make no 
accusations against the Americans because they have no 
principles and no values. They talk about human rights 
at a time when Muslim people are annihilated every- 
where. If the Americans have principles, then why don’t 
they let the Afghan people set up their own government? 
Didn’t the Afghan people realize for the West and the 
United States dreams that these powers couldn’t realize 
on their own, despite all that they possess, namely the 
defeat of the greatest military power 1n our modern age? 
Wasn't their accomplishment enough to change all of the 
world’s balances of power? So, where are the principles? 
We always blame Afghanistan, and this is illogical. 


[Yahya] Are you still optimistic about the Afghanistan 
situation? 


[Gul] Very certainly. As already noted, I went to Afghan- 
istan previously and I was able to get the mojahedin 
together and to develop cease-fire agreements with them. 
I will go again. I know how peace can be achieved 
between them. But I don’t find anybody building behind 
me. 


[Yahya] But you have already said that friends aren’t 
performing the required role. So, who do you mean by 
those who build behind you? 


[Gul] I still expect the Islamic countries to play a positive 
role in this regard. But I reserve my severe censure for 
Pakistan, especially since it has sealed the borders in the 
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face of refugees and stopped the dispatch of food sup- 
plies to Pakistan. Moreover, when I tried to go to Kabul, 
the Pakistani Embassy prevented me from contacting 
Afghan leaders. The United States demands that Paki- 
stan deal with Afghanistan as it deals with any other 
foreign country, forgetting that Afghanistan has its spe- 
cial status with Pakistan. Numerous bonds and interests 
tie the two countries. 


Despite this, | am optimistic that Hekmatyar and Rab- 
bani can get together and that sincere Afghan leaders can 
play a positive role in approximating the Afghan leaders’ 
viewpoints. 


I have told Afghan leaders repeatedly to abandon the 
seven parties and to select their leader in a manner they 
deem to be compatible with their customs and tradi- 
tions. Even though such a decision 1s difficult to make, it 
can be made if goodwill exists. 


[Yahya] In addition to the role performed by the !slamic 
States to solve the crisis, numerous other Islamic and 
political forces and ulema exerted major efforts to solve 
this Afghan crisis. However, all these efforts have pro- 
duced no practical solutions. 


[Gul] I agree with you that numerous parties, including 
ulema, have been to Afghanistan. But what happened is 
that they stayed there for 24 hours and then departed. 
Nobody is prepared to stay with the Afghans until the 
war is ended. A committee of sincere ulema from all 
parts of the Islamic world must be formed and it must go 
to Kabul and stay there until the country’s conditions are 
stabilized and until the Afghan government begins to 
Carry Out its tasks normally. As for these visits that last 
no more than a day or two, they will not achieve the 
desired success. ‘ 


The other thing 1s that Islamic ulema and forces that go 
to Afghanistan must go to work impartially. But what has 
happened is that some Islamic movements act in sym- 
pathy with one faction and other movements act tn 
sympathy with other Afghan forces, thus contributing to 
further complication of the situation. 


I believe that the solution lies in forming a permanent 
committee of sincere ulema who reside in Kabul perma- 
nently so the Afghan people will have the opportunity to 
manage their country in the necessary manner. Else. we 
will fail the Afghan people abysmally, we will waste all 
the victories scored by this jihad, and we will give others 
the opportunity to undermine Islam and the jihad. I 
believe that they, meaning Islam’s enemies, are serious 
in their endeavor and that they have actually succeeded 
in their first step, namely to clear the Afghan arena of 
Islamic aid organizations so they will have the opportu- 
nity to deal with the Afghan people exclusively. 


Again, I appeal to the nation’s ulema not to lose hope in 
Afghanistan and to move in the right way. Else, they. and 
not just the Afghan leaders, will shoulder the conse- 
quences that emanate from any catastrophes that may 
occur in the future. 
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Nawaz Sharif Discusses Political Future 


94AKO015SSB London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
25 Jul 04 p 8 


[Interview with Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan’s opposition 
leader and ex-prime minister, by Ra’fat Yahya in Islam- 
abad; date not given: ‘““Nawaz Sharif Accuses Benazir 
Bhutto of Drowning Country in Political Isolation”’] 


[Text] Islamabad—Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan’s opposition 
leader and ex-prime minister, has warned that he may be 
forced to stir the Pakistani people against Prime Min- 
ister Benazir Bhutto’s government “unless she abandons 
the policy of intimidation and blackmail she practices 
against the other political forces.” In an interview with 
AL- HAYAH on the political crisis Pakistan has been 
experiencing since last year and to this day, Sharif said, 
the “Pakistani people demand that the government be 
toppled now that it has failed to achieve any noteworthy 
progress in the past eight months. Inversely, it has 
contributed to more confusion and failure.” 


Sharif noted that the Pakistani Army “takes a neutral 
position” toward the political crisis, and he lauded this 
position. Sharif also excluded the possibility of estab- 
lishing any relations with Murtaza Bhutto, the prime 
minister’s brother. He favors settlement of the latter's 
conflicts with his sister within a familial framework. 
Nawaz Sharif criticized the government's foreign policy, 
whether pertaining to Kashmir, the nuclear program, or 
relations with India and with the world generally. He 
noted that Bhutto: “had alleged that she was going to 
bring the country out of its international isolation. But 
what has happened is further isolation and further 
failure and confusion at the foreign policy level.” Fol- 
lowing is the text of the interview: 


[Yahya] Pakistan’s latest parliamentary elections were 
supposed to end confrontation between the two main 
parties and to launch a policy of harmony and coopera- 
tion so as to entrench the democratic process. But the 
government accuses you of being behind the current 
political crisis. What 1s your comment? 


[Sharif] To answer this question, it 1s required to deal 
with two issues. The first concerns the political circum- 
stances that engulfed dissolution of the parliament last 
year. Even though it may seem inappropriate to talk 
about this issue now, tt is necessary to note it briefly. The 
second concerns the opposition’s policy vis-a-vis 
Bhutto’s government. 


Regarding the first point, | will say that my government 
followed an ambitious economic policy, which enabled it 
to accomplish extraordinary leaps in the areas of foreign 
investment and exports, which grew by 50 percent within 
a short period. Foreign exchange reserves grew astro- 
nomically, when compared with the conditions pre- 
vailing under the first Bhutto administration. We started 
to develop practical programs to build express highways 
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linking Pakistan with central Asia and China. We pro- 
ceeded to encourage the poor and middle classes to set 
up small economic projects by providing them with 
long-term loans. In dealing with the Pakistani people, we 
didn’t make a distinction between our party’s followers 
and Bhutto's followers. Rather, we formed follow-up 
committees to prevent any excesses in this process and to 
ensure that all Pakistani people benefit from this exper- 
iment. On the Pakistani scene, we notice the degree of 
benefit our people have reaped from this unique exper- 
iment. Can you imagine what position Bhutto and ex- 
Pakistani President Ghulam Ishaq Khan took toward 
this policy? Rejection! Why? Because they want to keep 
the country subjugated to foreign policies and because 
they see that it 1s in their interest to keep Pakistan within 
the caravan of backward countries. How else could one 
interpret their opposition to my economic policies and 
their perpetual rejection of decisions issued by the higher 
courts in my favor? In light of this position which 
persisted for months and which nearly destroyed the 
country’s economy, I had one of two options: either cling 
to power and let the country go to hell or agree to the idea 
of holding elections that determine which party assumes 
power. 


[Yahya] But do you believe that your abandonment of 
power was the right step, especially in light of presence of 
the army, which protects the government in any clashes, 
as long as the government ts legitimate? 


[Sharif] This is true. But the army was keen on not 
interfering in the political process, and it remained 
neutral. We laud this position under all circumstances 
because army intervention would have meant other 
dangers, which we didn’t need. 


!Yahya] Some circles reiterate that bad relations between 
Nawaz Sharif and the army contributed to this crisis and 
that those relations, with the conflicts engulfing them, 
led to your departure from power. 


[Sharif] This is untrue. Our relations with the army are 
good. We are more concerned with the army’s future 
than Bhutto. The proof is that the defense budget under 
my administration was much larger than it 1s under her 
administration. Bhutto has reduced the defense budget 
considerably at a time when India has increased its 
budget by 20 percent. India 1s making long strides on the 
path of military industrialization. We, on the other hand, 
are retreating. This is why I strongly opposed defense 
budget cuts in the parliament. Bhutto was supposed to 
increase the defense budget, not to escalate the arma- 
ment race but to confront a danger threatening the 
country. Bhutto is the one who tries to distort our image 
with the army. 


[Yahya] But the outcome of the latest elections exposed 
the decline of your popular strength. Bhutto gained more 
seats than you did. 
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[Sharif] I still say that we are more popular than Bhutto, 
and | have the evidence to prove it: 


First, we got a higher percentage of the votes than she 
did. 


Second, those who voted for us came from cities and 
from the educated and vigilant class generally. This 
means that the ordinary Pakistani citizen voted for us. 
Those who could make a distinction between our poll- 
cies and Bhutto’s policies voted for us. This doesn't 
mean that villages and the illiterate classes didn’t vote 
for us. What happened 1s that the feudalist system has 
given feudalists immense influence and power over the 
opinions and freedom of those who work for them. 
Because Bhutto represents this feudalist class. she got the 
majority of votes of those who cannot make a distinction 
between right and wrong. 


[Yahya] You have said in your response to the first 
question that the answer consists of two parts. You dealt 
with one part but didn't touch on the other, which 
concerns the nature of your current relations with the 
government? 


[Sharif] When the election results were announced and 
Bhutto took the oath at the parliament. I told her that we 
are prepared to cooperate with her on one condition. 
namely that she adhere to the constitution, democracy, 
and the constitutional reforms introduced to serve the 
country’s interest. But what was the result? On the day 
she took the constitutional oath. she went to Peshawar 
on a private plane and tried to strike the majority T enjoy 
in the parliament by trying to buy some members and by 
threatening others. She pledged to pay 10-15 million 
rupees to every member who would abandon his support 
for me and any independent member prepared to ally 
himself with her. This activity didn't end at Peshawar 
but extended to other areas. 


Eight months have lapsed since Bhutto came to power, 
and what is the outcome? More IMF loans. As to the 
allegation that foreign exchange has increased. this is a 
lie. Investment has declined fearfully: the export process 
has come to a halt; and the country’s foreign exchange 
has decreased. This is in addition to the turmoil in the 
various commercial activities. The merchants’ and the 
industrialists’ strikes demonstrate this turmoil. The eco- 
nomic policy 1s confused and many of the ambitious 
projects, which we launched, have been suspended, with 
the country thus losing billions of dollars. In light of all 
this, how can you then call what 1s happening an oppo- 
sition-government confrontation? 


[Yahva] Murtaza Bhutto has launched his campaign 
against his sister. demanding the formation of a national 
government. How do you view this new movement and 
iS there a possibility of cooperation with Murtaza? 
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[Sharif] We don’t refuse to cooperate with anybody if 
this cooperation serves the country’s interest. But 
despite this, we haven't established any cooperation with 
Murtaza. 


[Yahya] Let us move to the country’s foreign policy. 
There are three pivotal issues around which Pakistan's 
current policy revolves: the nuclear program, the 
Kashmir issue, and the relations with India. Let us start 
with the nuclear program. 


[Sharif] Benazir Bhutto’s administration has frozen the 
nuclear program. Benazir’s foreign minister, who errs 
whenever he opens his mouth, said recently that his 
country 1s prepared to allow an external inspection of 
Pakistan's program, with U.S. help. We reject this policy 
and consider the nuclear program a part of the country’s 
vital interests over which there can be no bargaining. 
Our policy 1s clear in this regard, namely to have 
solutions within a regional framework. This means that 
India must accept any policies applied to Pakistan. 
Signing the nuclear nonproliferation treaty should be 
tied to India’s signing of the treaty and inspection of 
Pakistan’s nuclear installations should be tied to a sim- 
ilar inspection of India’s nuclear program. We proposed 
holding a conference to make the South Asia region free 
of nuclear proliferation and we invited the United 
States. Russia. China, and India to a joint meeting to 
discuss this issue. But India has refused. Consequently, 
we will not accept any unilateral policies. This is our 
position. But what is Benazir’s position? The nuclear 
program was suspended under her first administration 
and she is trying now to open nuclear installations for 
inspection. This is the difference. 


[Yahya] What about Kashmir and about your recent call 
to provide material support to the Kashmir people? 


[Sharif] When we said ‘‘material support.” we meant 
economic and developmental aid for the Kashmir people 
who are suffering the woes of Hindu occupation. Our 
policy on Kashmir is summed up in conducting a free 
referendum on whose basis the Kashmir people's future 
is determined. When we welcome talks with India. we 
mean by talks cooperation on this point. But look at 
what Bhutto has done vis-a-vis Kashmir? She failed 
abysmally in Geneva when she failed to get the world 
community's support for human rights in Kashmir. This 
has had its negative impact on the Kashmir revolution- 
aries performance on the one hand and, on the other 
hand, it has reinforced the oppression policy practiced 
by India against the Kashmir people. 


The issue doesn’t end here but falls within the frame- 
work of the Indian- Pakistani relations. Bhutto made 
very serious statements when she said that she supplied 
India with the names of Sikh opposition figures in 
Pakistan during her first administration. This had tts 
negative impact on Sikh revolutionaries in India. With 
this act, she also struck the Pakistan-Sikh relations in the 
heart. This affected in turn the Kashmir resistance 
movement. Bhutto’s policy with India is founded on 
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repeated failure, and this has given India every opportu- 
nity to say that Kashmir 1s a part of its territories and 
that there is no place for negotiation on Kashmir. 


[Yahya] What about Afghanistan? 


[Sharif] Bhutto’s Afghanistan policy has destroyed the 
fraternal relations developed between the two countries 
as a result of 14 years of jihad. She has sealed the borders 
in the face of the Afghan people and closed the Pakistani 
Embassy in Afghanistan. She failed to deal with the 
incident in which a bus carrying children was hijacked in 
Peshawar. In her current policy, she is moving from 
failure to failure, as proved by the fact that she hasn't 
succeeded to date in holding any high-level contacts to 
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conclude a new peace accord. [Yahya] Generally, what is 
your assessment of Pakistan’s relations with the Islamic 
countries? 


[Sharif] We are keen on cementing our relations with the 
Islamic sphere, and we mention in particular friendly 
countries such as Saudi Arabia and other countries to 
whom we are tied by joint interests. But what has 
Benazir done in this regard? Nothing at all—nothing 
other than further isolation and more failure. The prev- 
alent tendency was that Bhutto would lead the country 
out of its international isolation. But what has hap- 
pened? The real current condition of the country’s for- 
eign policy provides answers this question. 
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